CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
City Hall Council Chambers
3725 Park Ave, Doraville, GA 30340
February 20, 2019
6:30 PM

AGENDA

I.

CALL TO ORDER

II.

ROLL CALL
Honorable Mayor & City Council
· Donna Pittman, Mayor
· Pam Fleming, Council Member, District 1
· Robert Patrick, Council Member, District 1
· Joseph Geierman, Council Member, District 2
· MD A. Naser, Council Member, District 2
· Shannon R. Hillard, Council Member, District 3, Mayor Pro-Tem
· Stephe Koontz, Council Member, District 3

III.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV.

OFFICIAL TO READ THE RULES OF CONDUCT

V.

APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA

VI.

PRESENTATIONS
None at this time.

VII.

PUBLIC COMMENT

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA
All matters listed under the consent agenda will be enacted by one motion the form listed. If discussion
and/or a separate action is desired any on any consent agenda item, it may be requested by a member of
City Council and will be removed from the consent agenda and considered separately after the vote on the
remaining consent agenda items.

1. Approval of the December 10, 2018 City Council Extended Work Session minutes.
2. Approval of the January 22, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting minutes.
3. Approval of the February 4, 2019 City Council Extended Work Session minutes.
(see enclosed attachments)
IX.

PUBLIC HEARING
None at this time.
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X.

City Council

February 20, 2019

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None at this time.

XI.

NEW BUSINESS
1. Consideration of an ordinance to amend Article I of Chapter 5 Buildings and
Regulations to modify the building permitting requirements pertaining to fuel gas,
mechanical, electrical, plumbing, residential, fire, energy and swimming pool and spa
codes.
(First Read)
Presented by Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development
2. Z-19-01. Citywide. Zoning Text Amendment to the fencing requirements. An
ordinance to amend the fencing requires, modifications, and encroachments.
(First Read)
Presented by Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development
3. Z-18-04. Citywide. Text Amendment to the C-1 and C-2 districts. The City seeks to
amend the C-1 and C-2 zoning districts to change the ordinance page layout and
update the list of permitted and conditional uses and development controls.
(First Read)
Presented by Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development
4. Z-18-06. Citywide. Text amendment to Article XII Parking and Loading Ordinance.
The City seeks to amend the Parking and Loading ordinance of Article XII of Chapter
23 to modify minimum parking requirements for certain uses.
(First Read)
Presented by Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development
5. Consideration of a resolution authorizing a the City Manager to submit a letter of
support for NANA's streaming naming proposal.
Presented by Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development

XII.

CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS

XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION
XIV.

ADJOURNMENT
AGENDA ATTACHMENTS
1. December 10, 2018 City Council Extended Work Session minutes.
2. January 22, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting minutes.
3. February 4, 2019 City Council Extended Work Session minutes.
4. Z-18-04: Replacement of the Exhibit “A” - Pertaining to the C-1 and C-2 Zoning Text
Amendments (Agenda Item 11.3)
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Enrique Bascuñana, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Text Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations

DATE:

February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

The Community Development Department has identified several amendments to the Building Code which are
necessary to enable the City to ensure compliance with applicable State building codes, and also to clarify building

code requirements and permitting enforcement regulations that require permits under the State adopted
codes.
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STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF DORAVILLE
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-____
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE 1 OF CHAPTER 5 BUILDINGS AND
REGULATIONS TO MODIFY THE BUILDING PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS TO
ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH ADOPTED STATE CODES PERTAINING TO
BUILDING, FUEL GAS, MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL PLUMBING, RESIDENTIAL,
FIRE, ENERGY AND SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODES; TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING CODE SECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION AND
EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR
OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia is tasked with the protection of the City’s public
health, safety and general welfare; and
WHEREAS,

the City seeks to ensure compliance with all applicable State building codes; and

WHEREAS, the City seeks to clarify the code requirements and permitting enforcement regulations that require
permits under the State adopted codes; and
WHEREAS,

public meetings have been held by the City of Doraville to consider these revisions.

THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE, GEORGIA HEREBY
ORDAIN, as follows:
Section 1: That Article 1 of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Buildings Regulations is hereby amended to replace the
existing language with the following language as shown in exhibit “A”.
Section 2: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed.
Section 3: The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of Georgia and the
City of Doraville.
Section 4: It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of this Ordinance
shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Doraville, Georgia and the sections of this
Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.
Section 5: This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of adoption.
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Exhibit 1
Article I. Doraville Building Code
Sec. 5-1. - Overview.
The provisions of this Code shall apply to the construction, alteration, relocation, enlargement, replacement, repair,
equipment, appurtenances connected to or attached to such buildings or structures. This includes structural and
non-structural, electrical, fire protection plumbing, mechanical, and fuel gas systems to and provide for the
administration and enforcement of the following codes as adopted and enforced by the City of Doraville:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Building
International Energy Conservation
International Fire
International Fuel Gas
International Mechanical
International Plumbing
International Residential
International Swimming Pool and Spa
National Electrical

Sec. 5-2. - Code remedial.

(a) Generally. These construction codes are hereby declared to be remedial, and shall be construed to secure the
beneficial interests and purposes thereof, which are public safety, health and general welfare, through
structural strength, stability, sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, and safety to life and property from fire
and other hazards attributed to the built environment including alteration, repair, removal, demolition, use,
and occupancy of buildings, structures, or premises, and by regulating the installation and maintenance of all
electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, which may be referred to as service systems.

(b) Quality control. Quality control of materials and workmanship is not within the purview of the construction
codes except as it relates to the purposes stated therein.

(c) Permitting and inspection. The inspection or permitting of any building, system or plan, under the
requirements of construction codes, shall not be construed in any court as a warranty of the physical condition
of such building, system or plan or their adequacy. Neither the city, nor any employee thereof, shall be liable
in tort for damages for any defect or hazardous or illegal condition or inadequacy in such building, system or
plan, nor for any failure of any component of such, which may occur subsequent to such inspection or
permitting.

(d) Partial Invalidity. In the event that any part or provision of this code is held to be illegal or void, this shall not
have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts or provisions.
Sec. 5-3. - Scope.
(a) Applicability.
(1) Generally. Where, in any specific case, different sections of these construction codes specify different
materials, methods of construction, or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern. Where there
is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be
applicable.
(2) Building. The provisions of the International Building Code, as adopted and amended by the state
department of community affairs, shall apply to the construction, alteration, repair, equipment, use and
occupancy, location, maintenance, removal, and demolition, of every building or structure or any
appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures, except in one-family and two-family
dwellings.
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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Exhibit 1
(3) One-family and two-family dwellings. The provisions of the International Residential Code, as adopted
and amended by the state department of community affairs, shall apply to the construction, alteration,
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every one and
two family structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures.
(4) Electrical. The provisions of the National Electrical Code, as adopted and amended by the state
department of community affairs, shall apply to the installation of electrical systems, including
alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances thereto.
(5) Gas. The provisions of the International Fuel Gas Code, as adopted and amended by the state department
of community affairs, shall apply to the installation of consumer's gas piping, gas appliances, and related
accessories as covered in this Code. These requirements apply to gas piping systems extending from the
point of delivery to the inlet connections of appliances and the installation and operation of residential and
commercial gas appliances and related accessories, except in one-family and two-family dwellings.
(6) Mechanical. The provisions of the International Mechanical Code, as adopted and amended by the state
department of community affairs, shall apply to the installation of mechanical systems, including
alterations, repairs, replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings and/or appurtenances, including
ventilating, heating, cooling, air conditioning and refrigeration systems, incinerators, and other energy
related systems; except in one-family and two-family dwellings.
(7) Plumbing. The provisions of the International Plumbing Code, as adopted and amended by the state
department of community affairs, shall apply to every plumbing installation, including alterations, repairs,
replacement, equipment, appliances, fixtures, fittings, and appurtenances, and when connected to a water
or sewerage system.
(8) Energy. The provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code, as adopted and amended by the
state department of community affairs, shall regulate the design of building envelopes for adequate
thermal resistance and low air leakage and the design and selection of mechanical, electrical, service
water heating, and illumination systems and equipment that will enable the effective use of energy in new
building construction.
(9) Fire. The provisions of the International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the state department of
community affairs, shall regulate matters affecting or relating to structures, processes and premises from
the hazard of fire and explosion arising from the storage, handling or use of structures, materials or
devices; from conditions hazardous to life, property or public welfare in the occupancy of structures or
premises; and from the construction, extension, repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression,
automatic sprinklers systems and alarm systems or fire hazards in the structure or on the premises from
occupancy or operation.
(10) Swimming Pools and Spas.
The provisions of the International Swimming Pool and Spa Code, as
adopted and amended by the state department of community affairs, shall regulate matters affecting the
construction, alteration, movement, renovation, replacement, repair and maintenance of aquatic vessels.
(b) Federal and state authority. The provisions of the construction codes shall not be held to deprive any federal
or state agency, or any applicable governing authority having jurisdiction, of any power or authority which it
had on the effective date of the adoption of the construction codes or of any remedy then existing for the
enforcement of its orders, nor shall it deprive any individual or corporation of its legal rights as provided by
law.
(c) Appendices. Appendices referenced shall be considered an integral part of the construction codes.
(d) Referenced standards. Standards referenced in the text of the construction codes shall be considered an
integral part of the construction codes. If specific portions of a standard are denoted by code text, only those
portions of the standard shall be enforced. Where construction code provisions conflict with a standard, the
construction code provisions shall be enforced. Permissive and advisory provisions in a standard shall not be
construed as mandatory.

Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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(e) Maintenance. All buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, both existing and
new, and all parts thereof, shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition. All devices or safeguards,
which are required by the construction codes when constructed, altered, or repaired, shall be maintained in
good working order. The owner, or his designated agent, shall be responsible for the maintenance of
buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems in accordance with the International
Property Maintenance Code.
Sec. 5-4. - Existing buildings.
(a) Generally. Alterations, repairs, or rehabilitation work may be made to any existing structure, building,
electrical, gas, mechanical, energy, or plumbing system without requiring the building, structure, plumbing,
electrical, mechanical, or gas system to comply with all the requirements of the construction codes provided
that the alteration, repair, or rehabilitation work conforms to the requirements of the construction codes for
new construction. The building official shall determine the extent to which the existing system shall be made
to conform to the requirements of the construction codes for new construction.
(b) Change of occupancy. If the occupancy classification of any existing building or structure is changed, the
building, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems shall be made to conform to the intent of the
construction codes as required by the building official.
(c) Special historic buildings. The provisions of the construction codes relating to the construction, alteration,
repair, enlargement, restoration, relocation, or moving of buildings or structures shall not be mandatory for
existing buildings or structures identified and classified by the state or local jurisdiction as historic buildings
when such buildings or structures are judged by the building official to be safe and in the public interest of
health, safety, and welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration,
relocation, or moving of buildings within the fire districts.

Sec. 5-5. - Building department.
(a) Creation of enforcement agency. The Department of Community Development hereinafter referred to as “the
department” is hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the Community
Development Director.

(b) Appointment. The Building Official shall be appointed by the Community Development Director.
(c) Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the concurrence of the
appointing authority, the Building Official shall have the authority to appoint a Deputy Building Official, the
related technical officers, inspectors, plans examiners and other employees. Such employees shall have
powers as delegated by the Building Official.

(d) Restrictions on employees. An officer or employee connected with the department shall not be financially
interested in the furnishing of labor, material, or appliances for the construction, alteration, or maintenance of
a building, structure, service, system, or in the making of plans or of specifications thereof, unless he is the
owner of such. This officer or employee shall not engage in any other work, which is inconsistent with his
duties or conflict with the interests of the department.

(e) Records. The building official shall keep, or cause to be kept, a record of the business of the department. The
records of the department shall be open to public inspection pursuant to the provisions of the Georgia Open
Records Act.

(f) Liability. Any officer or employee charged with the enforcement of the construction codes, acting for the
applicable governing authority in the discharge of his duties, shall not thereby render himself personally
liable, and is hereby relieved from all personal liability, for any damage that may occur to persons or property
as a result of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his duties. Any suit brought against any officer
or employee or member because of such act performed by him in the enforcement of any provision of the
construction codes shall be defended by the governing jurisdiction until the final termination of the
proceedings.
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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Sec. 5-6. - Building official.
(a) Generally. The building official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of the
construction codes. Copies of the adopted construction codes will be maintained by the building official, and
may be viewed by the public upon request. The building official is further authorized to render
interpretations of the construction codes, which are consistent with its intent and purpose. Such policies and
procedures shall not have the effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this code.
(b) Right of entry.
(1) Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of the construction codes, or
whenever the building official has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon
any premises any condition or code violation which makes such building, structure, premises, electrical,
gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems unsafe, dangerous, or hazardous, the building official may enter
such building, structure, or premises at all reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any duty
imposed upon the building official by these construction codes, provided that if such building or
premises is occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and request entry. If such building,
structure, or premises is unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other
persons having charge or control of such and request entry. If entry is refused, the building official shall
have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.
(2) When the building official shall have first obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy
provided by law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other persons having the charge, care or
control of any building, structure, or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made as herein
provided, to promptly permit entry therein by the building official for the purpose of inspection and
examination pursuant to the construction codes.
(c) Stop work orders. Upon notice from the building official, work on any building, structure, electrical, gas,
mechanical, or plumbing system that is being done contrary to the provisions of the construction codes or in
a dangerous or unsafe manner shall immediately cease. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be given to
the owner of the property, or to his agent, or to the person doing the work, and shall state the conditions
under which work may be resumed. Where an emergency exists, the building official shall not be required to
give a written notice prior to stopping the work.
(d) Revocation of permits.
(1) Misrepresentation of application. The building official may revoke a permit or approval, issued under
the provisions of the construction codes, in case there has been any false statement or misrepresentation
as to the material fact in the application or plans on which the permit or approval was based.
(2) Violation of code provisions. The building official may revoke a permit upon determination by the
building official that the construction, erection, alteration, repair, moving, demolition, installation or
replacement of the building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems for which the
permit was issued is in violation of, or not in conformity with, the provisions of the construction codes.
(e) Unsafe buildings or systems. All buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems
which are unsafe, unsanitary, or do not provide adequate egress, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are
otherwise dangerous to human life, or which in relation to existing use, constitute a hazard to safety or
health, are considered unsafe buildings or service systems.
(f) Requirements not covered by codes. Any requirements necessary for the strength, stability, or proper
operation of an existing or proposed building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, or
for the public safety, health, and general welfare, not specifically covered by the construction codes, shall be
determined by the building official.
(g) Alternate materials and methods. The provisions of the construction codes are not intended to prevent the use
of any material or method of construction not specifically prescribed by them, provided any such alternate
has been reviewed by the building official. The building official shall approve any such alternate, provided
the building official finds that the alternate for the purpose intended is at least the equivalent of that
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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prescribed in the construction codes, in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability, and safety.
The building official shall require that sufficient evidence or proof be submitted to substantiate any claim
made regarding the alternate.
(h) Modifications. Where there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the
building official shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases, upon application of the
owner or owner’s authorized agent, provided that the building official shall first find that special individual
reason makes the strict letter of this code impractical, the modification is in compliance with the intent and
purpose of this code and hat such modification does not lessen health, accessibility, life and fire safety or
structural requirements. The details of action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the
files of the department of building safety.
(i) Flood hazard areas. The building official shall not grant modifications to any provision required in flood
hazard areas as established by Section 1612.3 of the International Building Code, and/or Section R322 of the
International Residential Code, unless a determination has been made that:
(1) A showing of good and sufficient cause that the unique characteristics of the size, configuration or
topography of the site render the elevation standards of sections 1612 or R322, as applicable,
inappropriate.
(2) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship by rendering the lot
undevelopable.
(3) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats
to public safety, extraordinary public response, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict
with existing laws or ordinances.
(4) A determination that the variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief, considering the flood hazard.
(5) Submission to the applicant of written notice specifying the difference between the design flood elevation
and the elevation of which the building is to be built, stating that the cost of flood insurance will be
commensurate with the increased risk resulting from the reduced floor elevation, and stating that
construction below the design flood elevation increases risks to life and property.
Sec. 5-7. - Permits.
(a) Application.
(1) When required. Any owner, authorized agent, or contractor who desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair,
move, demolish, or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter,
repair, remove, convert, or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system, the installation of
which is regulated by the construction codes, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first make
application to the building official and obtain the required permit for the work. A permit shall not be
issued to an owner, who is neither a licensed contractor nor the occupant of the structure being built or
altered.
(2) Work authorized. A building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing permit shall carry with it the right
to construct or install the work, provided the same are shown on the drawings and set forth in the
specifications filed with the application for the permit. Where these are not shown on the drawings and
covered by the specifications submitted with the application, separate permits shall be required.
(3) Repairs.
i.

Minor repairs. Ordinary minor repairs, with a value of less than $1,500.00, may be made with the
approval of the building official without a permit, provided that such repairs shall not violate any of
the provisions of the construction codes.

ii. Emergency Repairs. Where equipment replacements and repairs must be performed in an
emergency situation, the permit application shall be submitted within the next working business day
to the Building official.
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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(4) Work exempt from permit. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to
grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or
any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be required for the following:
i.

Building:
a) One-story detached accessory structures used as tool and storage sheds, playhouses and similar
uses, provided the floor area is not greater than 200 square feet (11m2).
b) Fences not over 7 feet (2134 mm) high.
c) Oil derricks
d) Retaining walls that are not over 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured from the bottom of the
footing to the top of the wall, unless supporting a surcharge or impounding Class I, II or IIIA
liquids.
e) Water tanks supported directly on grade if the capacity is not greater than 5,000 gallons (18,925
L) and the ratio of height to diameter or width is not greater than 2:1.
f) Walkways and driveways not more than 30 inches (762 mm) above adjacent grade, and not over
any basement or story below and are not part of an accessible route.
g) Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets, counter tops and similar finish work.
h) Temporary motion picture, television and theater stage sets and scenery.
i) Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to a Group R-3 occupancy that are less than 24 inches
(610 mm) deep, are not greater than 5,000 gallons (18,925 L) and are installed entirely above
ground.
j) Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes, not including service
systems.
k) Swings and other playground equipment accessory to detached one-and-two family dwellings.
l) Window awnings, supported by an exterior wall that do not project more than 54 inches (1372
mm) from the exterior wall and do not require additional support.
m) Nonfixed and movable fixtures, cases, racks, counters and partitions not over 5 feet 9 inches
(1753 mm) in height.

ii. Electrical:
a) Repairs and maintenance. Minor repair work, including the replacement of lamps or the
connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed
receptacles.
b) Radio and television transmitting stations. The provisions of this code shall not apply to
electrical equipment used for radio and television transmissions but do apply to equipment and
wiring for a power supply and the installations of towers and antennas.
c) Temporary testing systems. A permit shall not be required for the installation of any temporary
system required for the testing or servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus.
iii. Fuel Gas:
a) Portable heating appliance.
b) Replacement of any minor part that does not alter approval of equipment or make such equipment
unsafe.
iv. Mechanical:
a) Portable heating appliance.
b) Portable ventilation equipment.
c) Portable cooling unit.
d) Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by this
code.
e) Replacement of any part that does not alter its approval or make it unsafe.
f) Portable evaporative cooler.
g) Self-contained refrigeration system containing 10 pounds (5kg) or less of refrigerant and actuated
by motors of 1 horsepower (746 W) or less.
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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v. Plumbing:
a) The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste or vent pipe, provided, however, that if any
concealed trap, drain pipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes defective and it becomes
necessary to remove and replace the same with new material, such work shall be considered as
new work and a permit shall be obtained and inspection made as provided in this code.
b) The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, and the removal
and reinstallation of water closets, provided such repairs do not involve or require the
replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.
vi. Public service agencies:
A permit shall not be required for the installation, alteration or repair of generation, transmission,
distribution or metering or other related equipment that is under the ownership and control of public
service agencies by established right.
(5) Information required. Each application for a permit, with the required fee, shall be filed with the building
official on a form furnished for that purpose, and shall contain a general description of the proposed work
and its location. The application shall be signed by the owner, or his authorized agent. The building
permit application shall indicate the proposed occupancy of all parts of the building and of that portion of
the site or lot, if any, not covered by the building or structure, and shall contain such other information as
may be required by the building official.
(6) Time limitations. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been
abandoned six months after the date of filing for the permit, unless before then a permit has been issued.
One or more extensions of time for periods of not more than 90 days each may be allowed by the building
official for the application, provided the extension is requested in writing and justifiable cause is
demonstrated.
(b) Drawings and specifications.
(1) Requirements. When required by the building official, two or more copies of specifications and of
drawings drawn to scale with sufficient clarity and detail to indicate the nature and character of the work,
shall accompany the application for a permit. Such drawings and specifications shall contain information,
in the form of notes or otherwise, as to the quality of materials, where quality is essential to conformity
with the construction codes. Such information shall be specific, and the construction codes shall not be
cited as a whole or in part, nor shall the term "legal" or its equivalent be used, as a substitute for specific
information. All information, drawings, specifications and accompanying data shall bear the name and
signature of the person responsible for the design.
(2) Additional data. The building official may require details, computations, stress diagrams, and other data
necessary to describe the construction or installation and the basis of calculations. All drawings,
specifications, and accompanying data required by the building official to be prepared by an architect or
engineer shall be affixed with their official seal.
(3) Design professional.
i.

The design professional shall be an architect or engineer legally registered under the laws of this
state regulating the practice of architecture or engineering and shall affix his official seal to said
drawings, specifications, and accompanying data, for the following:
For all other buildings and structures, the submittal shall bear the certification of the applicant that
some specific state law exception permits its preparation by a person not so registered.
a. All Group A, E, and I occupancies.
b. Buildings and structures three stories high or more in height.
c. Buildings and structures 5,000 square feet (465 m^ 2) or more in area.

Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
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ii. Single-family dwellings, regardless of size, shall require neither a registered architect or engineer, nor
a certification that an architect or engineer is not required.
(4) Structural and fire resistance integrity. Plans for all buildings shall indicate how required structural and
fire resistance integrity will be maintained where a penetration of a required fire resistance wall, floor, or
partition will be made for electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing, signal and communication conduits,
pipes, and systems and indicate in sufficient detail how the fire integrity will be maintained where
required fire resistance floors intersect the exterior walls.
(5) Site drawings. Drawings shall show the location of the proposed building or structure and of every
existing building or structure on the site or lot. The building official may require a boundary line survey
prepared by a qualified surveyor.
(6) Hazardous occupancies. The building official may require the following:
i.

General site plan. A general site plan, drawn at a legible scale, which shall include, but not be limited
to, the location of all buildings, exterior storage facilities, permanent accessways, evacuation routes,
parking lots, internal roads, chemical loading areas, equipment cleaning areas, storm and sanitary
sewer accesses, emergency equipment, and adjacent property uses. The exterior storage areas shall be
identified with the hazard classes and the maximum quantities per hazard class of hazardous materials
stored.

ii. Building floor plan. A building floor plan, drawn to a legible scale, which shall include, but not be
limited to, all hazardous materials storage facilities within the building and shall indicate rooms,
doorways, corridors, exits, fire rated assemblies with their hourly rating, location of liquid tight
rooms, and evacuation routes. Each hazardous materials storage facility shall be identified on the plan
with the hazard classes and quantity range per hazard class or the hazardous materials stored.
(c) Examination of documents.
(1) Plan review. The building official or designee shall examine or cause to be examined each application for
a permit and the accompanying documents, consisting of drawings, specifications, computations, and
additional data, and shall ascertain by such examinations whether the construction indicated and described
is in accordance with the requirements of the construction codes and all other pertinent laws or
ordinances.
(d) Issuing permits.
(1) Action on permits. The department shall act upon an application for a permit without unreasonable or
unnecessary delay. If the building official is satisfied that the work described in an application for a
permit and the contract documents filed therewith conform to the requirements of the construction codes
and other pertinent laws and ordinances, he shall issue a permit to the applicant.
(2) Refusal to issue permit. If the application for a permit and the accompanying contract documents
describing the work do not conform to the requirements of the construction codes or other pertinent laws
or ordinances, the building official shall not issue a permit, but shall return the contract documents to the
applicant with his refusal to issue such permit. Such refusal shall, when requested, be in writing and shall
contain the reason for refusal.
(3) Special foundation permit. When application for permit to erect or enlarge a building has been filed and
pending issuance of such permit, the building official may, at his discretion, issue a special permit for the
foundation only. The holder of such a special permit is proceeding at his own risk and without assurance
that a permit for the remainder of the work will be granted nor that corrections will not be required in
order to meet provisions of the construction codes.
(4) Public right-of-way. A permit shall not be given by the building official for the construction of any
building, or for the alteration of any building where said building is to be changed and such change will
affect the exterior walls, bays, balconies, or other appendages or projections fronting on any street, alley,
or public lane, or for the placing on any lot or premises of any building or structure removed from another
lot or premises, unless the applicant has made application at the office of the director of public works for
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
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the lines of the public street on which he proposes to build, erect, or locate said building; and it shall be
the duty of the building official to see that the street lines are not encroached upon.
(e) Contractor responsibilities. It shall be the duty of every contractor who shall make contracts for the
installation or repairs of buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, sprinkler, or plumbing systems, for
which a permit is required, to comply with state or local rules and regulations concerning licensing which the
applicable governing authority may have adopted. In such case that the state requires a contractor to have
obtained a state license before they are permitted to perform work, the contractor shall supply the local
government with its license number before receiving a permit for work to be performed.
(f) Conditions of the permit.
(1) Intent. A permit issued shall be construed to be a license to proceed with the work and not as authority
to violate, cancel, alter, or set aside any of the provisions of the construction codes, nor shall issuance of
a permit prevent the building official from thereafter requiring a correction of errors in plans,
construction, or violations of the construction codes. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless
the work authorized by such permit is commenced within six months after its issuance, or if the work
authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months after the time the
worked is commenced. One or more extensions of time, for periods not more than 90 days each, may be
allowed for the permit. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.
Extensions shall be in writing by the building official.
(2) Issued on basis of an affidavit. Whenever the work to be covered by a permit involves installation under
conditions which, in the opinion of the building official, are hazardous or complex, the building official
shall require that the architect or engineer who prepared the drawings or computations shall supervise
such work. In addition, they shall be responsible for conformity with the permit, provide copies of
inspection reports as inspections are performed, and upon completion make and file with the building
official written affidavit that the work has been done in conformity with the reviewed plans and with the
structural provisions of the construction codes. In the event such architect or engineer is not available,
the owner shall employ in his place, a competent person or agency whose qualifications are reviewed by
the building official.
(3) Plans. When the city issues a permit, they shall endorse, in writing or by stamp, both sets of plans
"reviewed for code compliance." One set of drawings so reviewed shall be retained by the building
official and the other set shall be returned to the applicant. The permitted drawings shall be kept at the
site of work and shall be open to inspection by the building official or his authorized representative.
(g) Fees.
(1) Prescribed fees. A permit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed by the city council have been paid.
Nor shall an amendment to a permit be released until the additional fee, if any, due to an increase in the
estimated cost of the building, structure, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, or gas systems, etc., has been
paid.
(2) Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a building,
structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing, etc., system before obtaining the necessary permits
shall be subject to a penalty of 100 percent of the usual permit fee in addition to the required permit fees.
(3) Schedule of permit fees. On all buildings, structures, electrical, plumbing, mechanical, and gas systems or
alterations requiring a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required at the time of filing
application, in accordance with the fee schedules as set by the city council.
(4) Building permit valuations. If, in the opinion of the building official, the valuation of building, alteration,
structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems appears to be underestimated on the
application, the permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can show detailed estimates to meet the
approval of the building official. Permit valuations shall include total cost, such as electrical, gas,
mechanical, plumbing equipment, and other systems, including materials and labor.
(5) Refunds. The Community Development Director is authorized to establish a refund policy.
Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
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(6) Revocation of permit. The building official is authorized to, in writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of
occupancy or completion issued under the provisions of this code wherever the certificate is issued in
error, or on the basis of incorrect information supplied, or where it is determined that the building or
structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this
code.
Sec. 5-8. - Inspections.

(a) Existing building inspections. Before issuing a permit, the building official may examine or cause to be
examined any building, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing systems for which an application has been
received for a permit to enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, install, or change the occupancy. He shall
inspect all buildings, structures, electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems, from time to time, during
and upon completion of the work for which a permit was issued. He shall make a record of every such
examination and inspection and of all violations of the construction codes.

(b) Manufacturers and fabricators. When deemed necessary by the building official, he shall make, or cause to be
made, an inspection of materials or assemblies at the point of manufacture or fabrication. A record shall be
made of every such examination and inspection and of all violations of the construction codes.

(c) Inspection service. The building official may make, or cause to be made, the inspections required by
subsection (f) of this section. He may accept reports of inspectors of recognized inspection services provided
that after investigation he/she is satisfied as to their qualifications and reliability. A certificate called for by
any provision of the construction codes shall not be based on such reports unless the same are in writing and
certified by a responsible officer of such service.

(d) Inspections prior to issuance of certificate of occupancy or completion. The building official shall inspect or
cause to be inspected at various intervals all construction or work for which a permit is required, and a final
inspection shall be made of every building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing system upon
completion, prior to the issuance of the certificate of occupancy or completion.

(e) Posting of permit. Work requiring a permit shall not commence until the permit holder or his agent posts the
permit card in a conspicuous place on the premises. The permit shall be protected from the weather and
located in such position as to permit the building official or representative to conveniently make the required
entries thereon. This permit card shall be maintained in such position by the permit holder until the certificate
of occupancy or completion is issued by the building official.

(f) Required inspections. The building official, upon notification from the permit holder or his agent, shall make
the following inspections and such other inspections as necessary, and shall either release that portion of the
construction or shall notify the permit holder or his agent of any violations which must be corrected in order
to comply with the technical code:
(1) Building.
i.

Foundation and foundation wall inspection: To be made after trenches are excavated, the
reinforcement is in place, and the forms erected, prior to the placing of concrete.

ii. Slab and underfloor inspection: To be made prior to the placing of concrete.
iii. Lowest floor elevation: In flood hazard area, upon placement of the lowest floor, including the
basement, and prior to further vertical construction, the elevation certification required in section
1612.5 of the International Building Code shall be submitted to the building official.
iv. Frame inspection: To be made after the roof, all framing, fire blocking, and bracing are in place, all
concealing wiring, all pipes, chimneys, ducts, and vents are complete.
v. Lathe and gypsum board inspection. Lath and gypsum board inspections shall be made after lathing
and gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in place, but before any plastering is applied or gypsum
board joints and fasteners are taped and finished.
vi. Exception: Gypsum board that is not part of a fire-resistance rated assembly or a shear assembly.
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vii. Sheathing: To be made prior to the installation of the exterior finish materials.
viii. Final inspection: To be made after the building is completed and ready for occupancy.
(2) Electrical.
i.

Underground inspection: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated, conduit or cable
installed, and before any backfill is put in place.

ii. Rough-in inspection: To be made after the roof, framing, fire blocking, and bracing is in place and
prior to the installation of wall or ceiling membranes.
iii. Final inspection: To be made after the building is complete, all required electrical fixtures are in place
and properly connected or protected, and the structure is ready for occupancy.
(3) Plumbing.
i.

Underground inspection: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated, piping installed, and
before any backfill is put in place.

ii. Rough-in inspection: To be made after the roof, framing, fire blocking, and bracing is in place and all
soil, waste, and vent piping is complete, and prior to this installation of wall or ceiling membranes.
iii. Final inspection: To be made after the building is complete, all plumbing fixtures are in place and
properly connected, and the structure is ready for occupancy.
iv. Required tests: See state plumbing code for required tests.
(4) Mechanical.
i.

Underground inspection: To be made after trenches or ditches are excavated, underground duct and
fuel piping installed, and before any backfill is put in place.

ii. Rough-in inspection: To be made after the roof, framing, fire blocking, and bracing are in place and
all ducting, and other concealed components are complete, and prior to the installation of wall or
ceiling membranes.
iii. Final inspection: To be made after the building is complete, the mechanical system is in place and
properly connected, and the structure is ready for occupancy.
(5) Gas.
i.

Rough piping inspection: To be made after all new piping authorized by the permit has been installed,
and before any such piping has been covered or concealed or any fixtures or gas appliances have been
connected.

ii. Final piping inspection: To be made after all piping authorized by the permit has been installed and
after all portions which are to be concealed by plastering or otherwise have been so concealed, and
before any fixtures or gas appliances have been connected. This inspection shall include a pressure
test.
iii. Final inspection: To be made on all new gas work authorized by the permit and such portions of
existing systems as may be affected by new work or any changes in order to insure compliance with
all the requirements of the construction codes and to assure that the installation and construction of
the gas system is in accordance with reviewed plans.
(6) Energy.
i.

Foundation inspection: To be made before slab concrete is poured in place. To verify that perimeter
insulation has been installed correctly on any slab on grade foundations, if required.

ii. Frame inspection: To be made before exterior wall insulation is concealed by wall board to check
installation of exterior walls insulation and to inspect that all holes and cracks through the structure
envelope have been sealed in an appropriate manner as to restrict air passage.
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iii. Final inspection: To be made after the building is completed and ready for occupancy. To verify
installation and R-value of ceiling and floor insulation. To verify correct SEER ratings on appliances.
a. Flood hazard documentation. If located in a flood hazard area, documentation of the elevation of
the lowest floor as required in Section 1612.5 of the International Building Code shall be
submitted to the building official prior to the final inspection.
(7) Written release. Work shall not be done on any part of a building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or
plumbing system beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection without first obtaining a
written release from the building official. Such written release shall be given only after an inspection has
been made of each successive step in the construction or installation as indicated by each of the foregoing
three inspections.
(8) Reinforcing steel, structural frames, insulation, plumbing, mechanical, or electrical systems. Reinforcing
steel, structural frame, insulation, plumbing, work of any part of any building or structure shall not be
covered or concealed without first obtaining a release from the building official.
(9) Plaster fire protection. In all buildings where plaster is used for fire protection purposes, the permit holder
or his agent shall notify the building official after all lathing and backing is in place. Plaster shall not be
applied until the release from the building official has been received.
(10) Other inspections. In addition to the inspections specified in this section, the building official is
authorized to make or require other inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the
provisions of this code and other laws that are enforced by the department of building safety.
(11) For special inspections, see chapter 17 of the International Building Code.
(12) Inspection requests. It shall be the duty of the holder of the building permit or their duly authorized
agent to notify the building official when work is ready for inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit
holder to provide access to and means for inspections of such work that are required by this code.
Sec. 5-9. - Certificates
(a) Certificate of occupancy.
(1) Building occupancy. A new building shall not be occupied, or a change made in the occupancy, nature, or
use of a building or part of a building until after the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy.
Said certificate shall not be issued until all required electrical, gas, mechanical, plumbing, and fire
protection systems have been inspected for compliance with the construction codes and other applicable
laws and ordinances and released by the building official.
(2) Issuance of certificate. Upon satisfactory completion of construction of a building or structure and
installation of electrical, gas, mechanical, and plumbing systems in accordance with the construction
codes, reviewed plans and specifications, and after the final inspection, the building official shall issue a
certificate of occupancy stating the nature of the occupancy permitted, the number of persons for each
floor when limited by law, and the allowable load per square foot for each floor in accordance with the
provisions of the construction codes.
(3) Temporary/partial occupancy. A temporary/partial certificate of occupancy may be issued for a portion of
a commercial building, which in the opinion of the building official may safely be occupied prior to final
completion of the building. The temporary/partial certificate of occupancy shall be forfeited if the
permanent certificate of occupancy is not issued within 90 days.
(4) Existing building occupancy. A certificate of occupancy for any existing building may be obtained by
applying to the building official and supplying the information and data necessary to determine
compliance with the construction codes for the occupancy intended. Where necessary, in the opinion of
the building official, two sets of detailed drawings or a general inspection, or both, may be required.
When, upon examination and inspection, it is found that the building conforms to the provisions of the
construction codes and other applicable laws and ordinances for such occupancy, a certificate of
occupancy shall be issued.
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(b) Certificate of completion. Upon satisfactory completion of a building, structure, electrical, gas, mechanical, or
plumbing system, a certificate of completion may be issued. This certificate is proof that a structure or system
is complete and for certain types of permits is released for use and may be connected to a utility system. This
certificate does not grant authority to occupy or connect a building, such as a shell building, prior to the
issuance of a certificate of occupancy.
(c) Service utilities.
(1) Connection. No person shall make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel, or power to any
building or system which is regulated by the construction codes for which a permit is required, until
released by the building official and a certificate of occupancy or completion is issued.
(2) Temporary connection. The building official may authorize the temporary connection of the building or
system to the utility source of energy, fuel, or power for the purpose of testing building service systems or
for use under a temporary certificate of occupancy.
(3) Authority to disconnect. The building official shall have the power to authorize disconnection of utility
service to the building, structure, or system regulated by the construction codes, in case of emergency
where necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property. The building official shall notify the
serving utility, and whenever possible the owner and occupant of the building, structure, or service system
of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. If not notified prior to disconnecting, the owner
or occupant of the building, structure, or service system shall be notified in writing, as soon as practical
thereafter.
(d) Posting floor loads.
(1) Occupancy. An existing or new building shall not be occupied for any purpose, which will cause the
floors thereof to be loaded beyond their safe capacity. The building official may permit occupancy of a
building for mercantile, commercial, or industrial purposes, by a specific business, when he is satisfied
that such capacity will not thereby be exceeded.
(2) Storage and factory-industrial occupancies. It shall be the responsibility of the owner, agent, proprietor, or
occupant of Group S and Group F occupancies, or any occupancy where excessive floor loading is likely
to occur, to employ a competent architect or engineer in computing the safe load capacity. All such
computations shall be accompanied by an affidavit from the architect or engineer stating the safe
allowable floor load on each floor in pounds per square foot uniformly distributed. The computations and
affidavit shall be filed as a permanent record of the building department.
(3) Signs required. In every building or part of a building used for storage, industrial, or hazardous purposes,
the safe floor loads, as reviewed by the building official on the plan, shall be marked on plates or
approved design which shall be supplied and securely affixed by the owner of the building in a
conspicuous place in each story to which they relate. Such plates shall not be removed or defaced, and if
lost, removed or defaced, shall be replaced by the owner of the building.
Sec. 5-10. - Tests.
The building official may require test reports as proof of compliance. Required tests are to be made at the expense
of the owner, or his agent, by an approved testing laboratory or other approved agency.
Sec. 5-11. - Appeals.
(a) Appeals.
(1) Decision of the building official. The owner of a building, structure, or service system, or his duly
authorized agent, may appeal a decision of the building official to the City Manager, or his/her designee,
whenever any one of the following conditions are claimed to exist:
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i.

The building official rejected or refused to approve the mode or manner of construction proposed to
be followed or materials to be used in the installation or alteration of a building, structure or service
system.

ii. The provisions of the construction codes do not apply to this specific case.
iii. The true intent and meaning of the construction codes or any of the regulations thereunder have been
misconstrued or incorrectly interpreted.
iv. The City Manager, or his/her designee, shall not have the authority to waive requirements of this
code.
(2) Notice of appeal. Notice of appeal shall be in writing and filed within 30 calendar days after the building
official renders the decision. Appeals shall be in a form acceptable to the Community Development
Director.
(3) Unsafe or dangerous buildings or service systems. In the case of a building, structure, or service system,
which, in the opinion of the building official, is unsafe, unsanitary, or dangerous, the building official
may, in his order, limit the time for such notice of appeals to a shorter period.
(b) Rules and regulations.
(1) Decisions. The City Manager, or his/her designee, shall, in every case, reach a decision without
unreasonable or unnecessary delay. Each decision of the City Manager, or his/her designee, shall also
include the reasons for the decision. If a decision of the City Manager, or his/her designee, reverses or
modifies a refusal, order, or disallowance of the building official or varies the application of any
provision of the construction codes, the building official shall immediately take action in accordance with
such decision. Every decision shall be promptly filed in writing in the office of the building official and
shall be open to public inspection. A certified copy of the decision shall be sent by certified mail,
emailed, or faxed to the appellant and a copy shall be kept publicly posted in the office of the building
official for two weeks after filing. Every decision of the City Manager, or his/her designee, shall be final,
subject to such remedy as any aggrieved party might have at law or in equity.
Sec. 5-12. - Violations.

(a) Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter, extend, repair,
move or remove, demolish or occupy any building, structure or equipment regulated by this code, or cause
same to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any of the provisions of this code.

(b) Notice of violation. The building official is authorized to serve a notice of violation or order on the person
responsible for the erection, construction, alteration, extension, repair, moving, removal, demolition or
occupancy of a building or structure in violation of the provisions of this code, or in violation of a permit or
certificate issued under the provisions of this code. Such order shall direct the discontinuance of the illegal
action or condition and the abatement of the violation.

(c) Prosecution of violation. If the notice of violation is not complied with promptly, the building official is
authorized to request the legal counsel of the jurisdiction to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in
equity to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful
occupancy of the building or structure in violation of the provisions of this code or of the order or direction
made pursuant thereto.

(d) Violation penalties. Any person who violates a provision of this code or fails to comply with any of the
requirements thereof or who erects, constructs, alters or repairs a building or structure in violation of the
approved construction documents or directive of the building official, or of a permit or certificate issued under
the provisions of this code, shall be issued a citation requiring such person to appear in a court of competent
jurisdiction to answer charges for such violation. Upon conviction, such person shall be punished by a fine
not to exceed $1000.00 or imprisonment for up to 60 days, or both. Each act of violation and each day upon
which any violation shall occur shall constitute a separate offense.

Amendments to Article I of Chapter 5 – Buildings and Building Regulations
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

15/17

Packet Pg. 18

11.1

Exhibit 1
Sec. 5-13. - Stop Work Order

(a) Authority. Whenever the building official finds any work regulated by this code being performed in a manner
either contrary to the provisions of this code or dangerous or unsafe, the building official is authorized to
issue a stop work order.

(b) Issuance. The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property involved, or
to the owner’s agent, or to the person doing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work order, the cited work
shall immediately cease. The stop work order shall state the reason for the order, and the conditions under
which the cited work will be permitted to resume.

(c) Unlawful continuance. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work
order, except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall
be subject to penalties as prescribed herein.
Sec. 5-14. - Unsafe structures and equipment

(a) Conditions. Structures or existing equipment that are or hereafter become unsafe, insanitary or deficient
because of inadequate means of egress facilities, inadequate light and ventilation, or which constitute a fire
hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or that involve illegal or improper
occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condition. Unsafe structures shall be taken
down and removed or made safe, as the building official deems necessary and as provided for in this section.
A vacant structure that is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe.

(b) Record. The building official shall cause a report to be filed on an unsafe condition. The report shall state the
occupancy of the structure and the nature of the unsafe condition.

(c) Notice. If an unsafe condition is found, the building official shall serve on the owner, agent or person in
control of the structure, a written notice that describes the condition deemed unsafe and specifies the required
repairs or improvements to be made to abate the unsafe condition, or that requires the unsafe structure to be
demolished within a stipulated time. Such notice shall require the person thus notified to declare immediately
to the building official acceptance or rejection of the terms of the order.

(d) Method of service. Such notice shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereof is (a) delivered to the
owner personally; (b) sent by the certified or registered mail addressed to the owner at the last known address
with the return receipt requested; or (c) delivered in any other manner as prescribed by local law. If the
certified or registered letter is returned showing that the letter was not delivered, a copy thereof shall be
posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure affected by such notice. Service of such notice in the
foregoing manner upon the owner’s agent or upon the person responsible for the structure shall constitute
serve of notice upon the owner.

(e) Restoration. The structure or equipment determined to be unsafe by the building official is permitted to be
restored to a safe condition. To the extent that repairs, alterations or additions are made, or a change of
occupancy occurs during the restoration of the structure, such repairs, alterations, additions or change of
occupancy shall comply with the requirements of Section 5-7 (Permits) and Chapter 34 of the International
Building Code.
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Z-19-01
ADDRESS:

Citywide

APPLICANT: City of Doraville
REQUEST:

The City seeks to amend the fencing requirements of Sections 23-703(5) and
23-703(7) of Article VII Exceptions, Modifications, and Encroachments

Packet Pg. 20

11.2

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Enrique Bascuñana, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Z-19-01 Zoning Text Amendment to the fencing requirements

DATE:

February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

The Community Development Department, through a separate ordinance, has recommended amendments to the
Chapter 5 - Buildings and Building Regulations to ensure compliance with applicable State building codes. Staff
recommends moving the provisions pertaining to fences from Chapter 5 to Article VII of the Zoning Ordinance where
other fencing regulations are codified.
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STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF DORAVILLE
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-____
Z-19-01
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER 23
OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE TO AMEND THE FENCING
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTIONS 23-703(5) AND 23-703(7) OF ARTICLE VII
EXCEPTIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND ENCROACHMENTS; TO REPEAL
CONFLICTING CODE SECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION
AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO
PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia is tasked with the protection of the
City’s public health, safety and general welfare; and
WHEREAS, the City, through a separate ordinance, is seeking to amend Chapter 5 – Buildings
and Buildings Regulations to ensure compliance with all applicable State building codes, and as a
result the fencing requirements are being stricken from Chapter 5; and
WHEREAS, the City, has determined that the fencing requirements should remain and be moved
to Article VII of the Zoning Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, a duly advertised public hearing, in accordance with the Georgia Zoning Procedures
Act, has been held by the City of Doraville to consider these revisions.
THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE,
GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAIN, as follows:
Section 1:
That Section 23-703(5) of Article VII – Exceptions, Modifications, and
Encroachments, of Chapter 23 of the Doraville Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to replace the
existing language with new language to read as follows:
(5) No "barbed wire and/or electric" fences shall be erected or maintained in any residential
district within the City. "Barbed wire" fence shall include any wire fence which is outfitted
with, or designed to incorporate wire barbs, prongs, or other sharp projections along the
wire portion of the fence. The term “electric fence” means an electrically charged strand of
wire installed around the perimeter of an area which is intended to produce an electric
shock on contact.
Section 2:
That Section 23-703(7) of Article VII – Exceptions, Modifications, and
Encroachments, of Chapter 23 of the Doraville Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended to replace the
existing language with new language to read as follows:
(7) Private swimming pools in residential districts shall be enclosed by a fence six (6) feet in height
with tamper-proof locking gates. If there is an existing fence enclosing the entire rear yard, no
additional fence shall be required. Fencing surrounding swimming pools shall be subject to the
provisions of the International Swimming Pool and Spa code, as adopted and amended by the state
of Georgia.
Z-19-01: Zoning text amendment to the fencing requirements of Article VII
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Section 3:
repealed.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly

Section 4:
The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of
Georgia and the City of Doraville.
Section 5:
It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions
of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Doraville,
Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.
Section 6:

This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of adoption.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Enrique Bascuñana, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Zoning Text Amendments (Phase I continued)
Z-18-04 to the C-1 and C-2 districts and
Z-18-06 to the Parking Ordinance

DATE:

February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

POLICY AIM:
The Community Development Department has identified several amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to implement
recommendations from the adopted 2017-2037 City of Doraville Comprehensive Plan, as well as other adopted plans,
intended to address planning and land use issues, promote economic development, expand the city’s business sector
and employment base, update and maintain rational land use patterns implemented through our zoning regulations,
remove outdated/obsolete uses, respond to current market trends and best practices, and create a more user-friendly
zoning ordinance. This is a follow-up to the multi-phase approach to amend the Zoning Ordinance presented by Staff
to Council in August of 2017. These continued Phase I amendments include updates to the following regulations:
•

C-1

(Neighborhood Commercial)

•

C-2

(General Business)

•

Parking and Loading Ordinance

Guiding Principles:
The following principles guided the process for the proposed amendments:
•

Implement the Vision– Doraville’s city development has resulted in a mosaic of land uses, that are not necessarily
compatible with each other nor the City’s current Vision for development/growth. Utilize the Comprehensive
Plan, as well as several other adopted plans as a guide to implement zoning amendments and changes in property
designations

•

Review regulations from other cities for current trends/best practices

•

Review appropriateness of uses in each zoning district

•

Change certain conditional uses to permitted uses “by right”. Rational:
o

Uses are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and the purpose and intent of corresponding zoning district

o

Uses are compatible with the character of adjacent developments and neighborhoods and do not create
adverse impacts such as traffic, noise, odors, visual nuisances

o

Treat equitably conditional uses that are similar to those permitted “by right” (e.g. nail salons similar to
beauty salons/barber shops)

Proposed amendments include:
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1) Reformatting document layout within each zoning district:
• Converting the list of permitted and conditional uses into a Table format
• Grouping uses by category
2) Updating list of uses:
• Add new Permitted uses “by right”
• Update the Conditional uses list
• Change certain uses from Conditional to permitted uses “by right”
• Consolidate all office uses into “office”
• Consolidate all retail uses into “retail”
• Remove or further restrict certain uses
3) Drive-through facilities: Add site layout restrictions on placement of drive-through lanes for all drive-throughs.
4) Parking and Loading Ordinance: Update minimum requirements for customer service centers and call centers.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS:
•

Z-18-06 (Parking amendments): Approval at the January 9, 2019 Commission Meeting.

•

Z-18-05 (C-1 and C-2 amendments): Approval at the January 16, 2019 Commission Meeting with the following
revisions:
•

Add “collectibles” to Antique and vintage stores

•

Remove ice machines from the list of uses

•

Update language for pet stores, vet clinics, pet daycares

•

Add blood plasma as a prohibited use to the list of uses

•

Allow a maximum of two (2) fleet vehicles to be stored on-site under “Business and professional office”
uses.

•

Strike “vehicles” language from outdoor storage line

•

Allow renovation or rebuilding of existing “automotive fuel stations” subject to approval of a Conditional
Use Permit.

•

Staff to consider additional restrictions to hookah lounge establishments. Commission was not in support of
adding cigar lounges.

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS:
Approval with Planning Commission recommendations incorporated in legislation; however, staff added cigar
lounges to the hookah lounge establishments as they are similar uses.
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Z-18-04
ADDRESS:

Citywide

APPLICANT: City of Doraville
REQUEST:

The City seeks to amend the C-1 and C-2 districts to modify the ordinance
format and update the list of permitted and conditional uses and development
controls.
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STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF DORAVILLE
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-____
Z-18-04
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER 23
OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE TO AMEND SECTIONS 23-910 AND 23-911
OF THE C-1 (NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT AND THE C-2
(GENERAL BUSINESS) DISTRICT TO MODIFY THE ORDINANCE
FORMAT AND UPDATE THE LIST OF PERMITTED AND CONDITIONAL
USES; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING CODE SECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR
AN ADOPTION AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR
CODIFICATION; AND TO PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.
.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia is tasked with the protection of the
City’s public health, safety and general welfare; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to promote economic development and attract investment by creating
more opportunities for diversification and expansion of Doraville’s business sector and employment
base; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to establish and maintain a rational land use pattern through periodic
revision of the Zoning Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to update the Zoning Ordinance to remove outdated and obsolete items
and respond to current trends and best practices; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to create a more user-friendly Zoning Ordinance by updating the
format, permitted and conditional uses, and clarify zoning terms and remove conflicting code
sections; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to reduce inefficiency in Staff time and City resources spent on zoning
cases for land uses that are compatible with the Comprehensive Plan and have minimal impact on
adjacent properties/neighborhoods; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to streamline administrative procedures (for business licenses and
permits); and
WHEREAS, a duly advertised public hearing, in accordance with the Georgia Zoning Procedures
Act, has been held by the City of Doraville to consider these revisions.
THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE,
GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAIN, as follows:
Section 1:
That Sections 23-909 (C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District) and 23-910 (C-2
General Business District) of Chapter 23, Article IV, of the Zoning Ordinance are hereby amended
to replace the existing language with the following language as shown in exhibit “A”.
Z-18-04: Zoning text amendment to the C-1 and C-2 zoning districts
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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Section 2:
repealed.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly

Section 3:
The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of
Georgia and the City of Doraville.
Section 4:
It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions
of this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Doraville,
Georgia and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.
Section 5:

This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of adoption.

Z-18-04: Zoning text amendment to the C-1 and C-2 zoning districts
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting
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Sec. 23-909. – C-1 and C-2 Commercial districts.
1) Purpose:
•

C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District: The neighborhood commercial district provides a location for limited retail
and service uses to satisfy the common and frequent needs of the residents of nearby residential neighborhoods.
It is the intent of this district to encourage such uses to be a part of neighborhood convenience (a continuous
architectural unit e.g. main street or town center) on a street of appropriate classification proximate to the
neighborhoods to be served. Neighborhood commercial districts in excess of ten (10) contiguous acres are not
encouraged. Residential habitation, wholesaling, and warehousing are not permitted within the C-1 district.
Development is restricted to lands with public water and sewer available.

•

C-2 General Business District: The general commercial district is established in order to provide suitable areas for
the various types of community and regional oriented commercial activities including retail uses, highway
business uses, and office uses. General commercial districts are intended to be located along arterial or major
collector streets and at such locations as are appropriate for community and regional commercial areas as
opposed to locations that serve primarily local neighborhoods. Residential habitation, wholesaling, and
warehousing are not permitted within the C-2 district. Development is restricted to lands with public water and
sewer available.

2) Table of Uses:

Table of Uses
Permitted Uses and Structures
P = Permitted “by right” Principal Uses and Structures
CUP = Conditional Use Permit
Accessory uses: Customary accessory uses except as furthermore regulated herein.

C-1

C-2

Antique (merchandise over 100 years old), vintage (merchandise over 50 years old) and
collectible merchandise stores without consignment, provided no outdoor storage or display.

X

CUP

P

P

Auction gallery, but excluding automotive and truck auction.

X

CUP

Bakeries, whose entire products are sold at retail on the premises but excluding drive-in or
drive-through services.

P

P

Barber shops, beauty parlorssalons, nail salons, tanning salons and with similar personal
service establishments including nail salons as an accessory use provided the principal and
accessory use(s) are licensed by the Georgia Board of Cosmetology but excluding body craft
studios and massage establishments.

P

P

Brewpub, subject to Section 23-911 Performance Standards pertaining to noise, vibration,
smoke, dust or other particular matter, toxic or noxious waste materials, odors, and glare.
Manufacturing and storage operations shall be contained solely indoors with no outdoor storage
permitted, with the exception that each establishment shall be permitted to have one (1) storage
silo placed outside in a location visible to the public, which shall include signage of the company
name and logo displayed prominently on the silo (in compliance with the sign ordinance). Each
outdoor silo shall be limited to a maximum size of nine (9) feet in diameter by 35 feet tall.

X

P

Catering services without banquet hall.

X

P

Clothing and costume rental agencies.

XP

P

Coin-operated convenience food and drink (nonalcoholic) vending machines (e.g., soft drink,
snack, and coffee) when contained within a roofed structure with walled enclosure on a

CUP

X

X = Uses prohibited. Furthermore, any use not specifically permitted or uses not permitted upon
approval of a conditional use shall be prohibited.
Commercial/Retail
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minimum of three (3) sides. Said structure shall be architecturally compatible with the principal
structure.
Commercial artist studios (except body craft studios).

P

P

Computer sales and data processing services.

P

P

Consignment furniture or clothing store but excluding outdoor display or storage; 2,000 gross
square feet or less.

X

Consignment furniture or clothing store but excluding outdoor display or storage, greater than
2,000 gross square feet.

X

CUP

Drug stores/apothecary shops but excluding drive-in or drive-through services.

P

P

Funeral homes without crematorium and without drive-through or drive-in service/viewing.
Hearses shall not be parked or stored visible from the public right-of-way. An all-weather portecochere shall be provided at the rear of the facility for the intake of the human remains;
however, a side or rear porte-cochere shall be provided for funeral services transport to final
resting place.

X

CUP

Furniture and household appliance stores offering new merchandise for rent.

X

Grocery, fruit, vegetable, and meat/seafood markets, including supermarkets, provided all
operations, storage and display are wholly contained within a building, but no killing,
eviscerating, skinning, plucking, or smoking of livestock, poultry, fish or other animals is
permitted.

P

P

X

P

CUP

X

Hookah/Vapor and Cigar lounges, subject to the following restrictions:
• Shall provide a minimum 2,000 gross square feet of floor area.
• Shall provide indoor seating only.
• Hours of operation limited to:
o Monday through Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.
o Sundays: 11:30am to 2:00 a.m.
• Shall not be located within 1,000 feet measured in a straight line from another hookah/vapor
or cigar establishment, and/or nearest property line of any church, school, public park,
public library, single-family, two-family, and/or townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as
measured in a straight line.
• Clear storefront glass windows shall be required along a minimum of 50% of the horizontal
length of the exterior front building façade to allow visibility into and out of the
establishment. Said windows shall have a minimum vertical height of six (6) feet beginning
at a height of no greater than 36 inches above the adjacent outside floor level.
Ice machine (but excluding coin-operated machine) when contained within a roofed structure
with walled enclosure on a minimum of three (3) sides. Said structure shall be architecturally
compatible with the principal structure.
Laundry and dry cleaning, collection stations or plants; laundry and laundromat
establishments where equipment is operated by customers; no outside operations and limited
to no more than 5,000 gross square feet. Petroleum and/or any other chemical solvents shall
not have an ignitable flashpoint of less than 140 degrees Fahrenheit.
The use of
Perchloroethylene (Perc) solvent shall be prohibited.

CUP
P

CUP
P

P
(collection
station or
plant
prohibited)

P

Limited manufacturing activities: book binding, photocopying and reproduction services,
photoengraving, printed matter, printing and publishing (maximum size three thousand (3,000)
square feet). Shall be limited to 4,000 gross square feet.

X

P

Liquor stores (retail) (subject to restrictions of the Code). The maximum gross floor area of a
structure shall be limited to ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

X

CUP

Mail order houses.

X

P

Mailing, reproduction, and commercial art services but excluding mailing services to locations

X

P
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outside the continental United States of America.
Pawnbrokers and pawn shops, including title pawn (subject to restrictions of the Code).

X

CUP

Pet stores subject to restrictions of Code and without outdoor storage. within enclosed
soundproof buildings when located within 300 feet, measured in a straight line, from residential
uses. Outdoor storage prohibited.

X

CUP

P

P

Pet daycare facilities within enclosed soundproof buildings when located within 300 feet,
measured in a straight line, from residential uses. Outdoor storage prohibited.

P

P

Photographers (including the sale of supplies and equipment).

P

P

Precious metal dealers (subject to restrictions of the Code).

X

CUP

Propane cylinder exchange only (maximum twenty-pound tanks)—No on-site refill. Said facility
shall be located as an adjunct to an existing retail home building supply facility (subject to state
fire marshal restrictions) when situated within a side or rear yard but shall not be located visible
from public rights-of-way. The tank locations shall be within a secured, gated, roofed facility
which is continuously monitored with back-up by twenty-four-hour camera surveillance. Said
facility hours of operation shall be limited to the presence of an attendant who is also an
employee of the parent facility. The site shall not be utilized as a drop-off point for the recycling
or collection of propane gas or used propane tanks. No more than twenty (20) tanks shall be
offered for exchange or storage on-site.

X

CUP

Restaurants, cafeterias, and delicatessens, and ice cream shops including drive-in and drivethrough restaurants, with or without outdoor seating, provided stacking lane(s) and pass lane(s)
are provided. Drive-in and drive-through facilities shall be oriented to the side or rear of the lot.

XP

P

P
(limited to
2,000
gross
square
feet)

Retail establishments (new merchandise)

P

P
Sales (new) and repair establishments for home appliances, bicycles and similar non-motorized
vehicles, shoes, clocks, jewelry, leather goods, electronics and similar household goods. No
outdoor sales and storage permitted.

(limited to
2,000
gross
square
feet)

P

Sign company with incidental inside sign assembly of nonelectric signs which are less than four
(4) feet in height and thirty-two (32) square feet in area. The assembly area shall be no more
than twenty (20) percent of the gross floor area. No manufacturing of signage shall be permitted
on the premises. No outdoor display or storage shall be permitted. Parking of company vehicles
shall not be visible from the public rights-of-way.

X

CUP

Sporting goods stores with no outside storage or display but excluding the sale of marine craft
and guns.

P

P

Tailors, dressmaking, millinery, and clothing shops similar establishments

P

P

CUP

X

Warehousing

X

X

Wholesale

X

X

C-1

C-2

P

P

X

CUP

Newsstands and Tobacco shops store excluding sale of drug paraphernalia and drug related
objects as defined under O.C.G.A. §§ 16-13-1 and 16-13-32.

Education/Child Care
Pre-schools and kindergartens but excluding day care facilities.
kindergartens and special schools.

Child care centers,

Special training and schooling services including art, writing, performing arts and music schools,
barber and beauty schools, business and commercial vocational-technical schools (except
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those having an external industrial character), GED instruction, dancing schools, exercise
studios, tutoring, and commercial driver’s license with indoor training only.
Institutional
Automatic teller machine (walk up only) without associated retail banking facilities.
Banks, credit unions and savings and loan associations, and similar financial institutions,
including drive-in or drive-through services, provided that any accessory canopy or teller's cage
shall be located within the rear yard and furthermore provided that an accessory automated
teller shall be located behind the front building setback or within a rear or side yard. Stacking
lane(s) and pass lane(s) shall be provided for all drive-in or drive-through service. Automatic
teller machines and night drops are permitted.
Churches and other places of worship but excluding the use of tents unless otherwise permitted
in a separate provision of this chapter.

P

P

C-1

C-2

CUP

X

P

P

X

P

P

CUP

CUP

Museums, galleries, auditoriums, libraries and similar cultural facilities.

P

P

Social, fraternal, union or civic buildings, philanthropic associations; private (nonprofit) clubs,
and lodges.

X

Medical/Health

P

P
C-1

C-2

Acupressure.

X

CUP

Acupuncture provided that state licensing requirements are complied with.

X

P

Offices, clinics (out-patient) and laboratories, but not blood and/or blood plasma donor centers,
except veterinary clinics and substance abuse and treatment facilities.

P

P

Health and fitness clubs without massage or spa.

P

P

Massage and spa establishment.

X

CUP

Massage therapy as defined by state law with all parties holding a valid massage therapy
license issued by the Georgia Board of Massage Therapy.

X

CUP

Veterinary clinics for small household animals, provided that such clinics and any treatment
rooms, cages, pens, or kennels be maintained within a completely enclosed, air-conditioned,
heated, sound insulated building and that such clinic be operated in such a way as to produce
no objectionable or noxious odors or noises outside its walls and the provision be made to
dispose of all refuse and garbage in a sanitary manner.

X

P

C-1

C-2

P

P

Office
Business and professional office uses (including the sale of goods at retail) but excluding
uses as further regulated by Code. Furthermore, except The following uses are specifically
excluded prohibited:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ambulance service;
bail bond and appearance bond operations;
barter, swap, and trading offices;
body craft studio;
cash advance; check cashing establishments;
contractor's offices;
exterminating and pest control offices;
firearms dealers office;
lawn care offices;
moving and storage companies;
taxi service and dispatch agencies;
trucking and transport firms;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

wrecker service;
blood and/or plasma donor centers;
body craft studios;
day labor or labor pool agencies;
delivery services;
driving schools;
escort services;
fortunetellers; handwriting analysts; hypnotists;
massage establishments;
modeling agencies;
palmistry;
pawnshops, including title pawn, and pawnbrokers; and
automotive and truck rental; and automotive dealer's office
No vehicle Vehicles whose gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of over ten thousand
(10,000) pounds, including commercial tractor-trailers, dump trucks, wreckers, or earth
moving equipment shall not be parked, stored, or dispatched in connection with a business
or professional office use conducted on the premises.
• No vehicle Vehicles for hire shall not be parked, stored, or dispatched from the site.
• Fleet vehicles parked on-site, except no more than two (2) automobiles allowed.
• Outdoor storage of merchandise, and equipment, vehicles.
• The adaptive re-use of single-family or multi-family dwellings shall be prohibited.
Credit reporting, adjustment, and collection agencies but excluding the collection, storage or
sale on-site of motorized vehicles.
Customer service centers (but excluding call centers).

X

P

X

P

P

Employment, personnel, and temporary help service (excluding day labor or labor pool).

X

P

Internet based businesses but excluding on-site shipping services.

X

P

Recording and TV production services.

X

CUP

C-1

C-2

Amphitheater and theaters (except drive-in); outdoor.

X

CUP

Botanical gardens.

P

P

Comedy club including alcohol sales (subject to restrictions of Code).

X

CUP

Commercial recreation establishments, including bowling alleys, billiard parlors, amusement
arcades, theaters, skating rinks, miniature golf, paintball/laser tag, convention halls, places of
assembly, and similar uses, with activities conducted within fully enclosed buildings. Limited
to 3,000 gross square feet or less.

X

P

Commercial recreation establishments, including bowling alleys, billiard parlors, amusement
arcades, theaters, skating rinks, miniature golf, paintball/laser tag, convention halls, places of
assembly, and similar uses, with activities conducted within fully enclosed buildings. Greater
than 3,000 gross square feet.

X

CUP

Dance halls but excluding alcohol sales or consumption.

X

CUP

Nightclubs, with or without alcohol sales (subject to other restrictions on alcohol sales) provided
the use is setback one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from the nearest residentially zoned
use. The setback distance shall be measured from the nearest corner of the building, fenced in
area or facility allowing patrons to be present to the property line of the nearest residentially
zoned parcel.

X

CUP

Parks, playgrounds, soccer, baseball, football or other athletic fields, golf courses, sports
arena, and community centers.

X

CUP

Sexually oriented businesses.

X

X

Recreation/Entertainment
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Skating rinks (outdoor) of less than 60-day duration and located more than 400 feet measured
in a straight line from single-family, two-family, and townhouse residential uses. Hours shall be
restricted as follows:
• Sunday through Thursday: 10am to 10pm
• Friday and Saturday: 10am to midnight
Residential Dwellings/Lodgings
Hotels (but excluding motels and extended stay facilities) provided all guest rooms are
accessed by interior hallways which are heated and air-conditioned and controlled as a secured
access facility. Guest rooms shall have no direct access to the outside. Guest rooms shall be a
minimum of three hundred (300) square feet and shall be accessed by a magnetic keycard
entry-locking device. Guest rooms are rented for a minimum duration of eight (8) hours but not
on a weekly or monthly basis. No occupational tax/business license shall be issued for any
business operating from any guest room of the facility. The lobby shall be a minimum of seven
hundred (700) heated square feet in size and shall provide management on duty twenty-four
(24) hours per day. For buildings three (3) stories or less or containing no more than one
hundred thirty (130) rooms, each building shall have a minimum roof pitch of four (4) in twelve
(12). A restaurant operated by the hotel would be a customary accessory use. Semi-tractor
trailer truck parking shall not be provided on-site. The hotel site shall be a minimum of two (2)
acres exclusive of wetlands and floodplain and meet all other district dimensional requirements.

X

P

C-1

C-2

X

CUP

C-1

C-2

X

P

P

P

Automotive fuel stations with or without convenience stores: existing facilities located within
1,500 feet of another fuel station and/or within 1,000 feet of any single-family, two-family, and/or
townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as measured in a straight line, may be redeveloped by
more than 60 percent of the replacement cost at time of destruction, notwithstanding Sections
23-502 and 23-503 (Non-conforming Uses), and provided the fuel station use is not enlarged.

CUP

CUP

Automobile Sales: manufacturer-authorized car franchise dealership with customary sales and
service of primarily new automobiles as well as pre-owned automobiles as a secondary
accessory use; having a minimum lot size of two (2) acres; and located within one thousand
three hundred (1,300) on existing parcels consolidated on parcels prior to January 22, 2019
within four hundred (400) feet of the right-of-way of Peachtree Industrial Boulevard and within
the area formed by the Interstate I-285 loop highway, said area also known as being inside of
the I-285 Perimeter highway.

X

P

•

Bus or rail terminals/stations

X

CUP

•

Commercial parking garages, subject to design guidelines, provided ground floor retail

P

P

Transportation/Parking
Automotive parts (retail only) but without on-premises installation.
Automotive fuel stations and with or without convenience stores, with attendant provided the
following:
(1) All pumps and canopy structures are placed not less than twenty-five (25) feet from the
nearest right-of-way line.
(2) All underground tanks are located outside the right-of-way.
(3) Any accessory uses are located behind the front building setback line.
(4) All structures shall be faced with brick and/or stone (excluding fenestrations and canopies).
(5) No coin operated car wash. Automated car washes shall be placed to the rear of the
principal building and limited to one washing station for one vehicle.
(6) No automotive detail, service or repair.
(7) No outdoor storage or display of merchandise or vehicles shall be permitted.
(8) Shall not be located within 1,500 feet from another fuel station and/or within 1,000 feet of
any single-family, two-family, and/or townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as measured in
a straight line.
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space is included.
•

Rideshare facility.

X

CUP

•

Tire stores selling new merchandise without service or installation.

X

P
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3) Development Controls:

Development Controls
C-1

Drive-in and drive-through
facilities

Prohibited

C-2
•

Site Layout: Shall not be located
between the principal structure and the
street.

•

Stacking: Queuing lanes shall provide a
minimum of three (3) spaces before
service position; one (1) space after
service position.

•

Banks and similar financial institutions:
shall be limited to no more than two (2)
queuing lanes and one (1) passing lane

•

Restaurants: shall be limited to no more
than two (2) queuing lanes and one (1)
passing lane.

•

All other uses: shall be limited to one (1)
queuing lane and one (1) passing lane

Minimum Lot Area:

20,000 square feet exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain.

30,000 square feet exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain but excluding hotel site which shall be
a minimum of 2 acres exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain.

Minimum Lot Width:

30 feet.

30 feet.

Minimum Public Road
Frontage:

30 feet.

30 feet.

Maximum Front Yard
Building Setback:

25 feet but no less than 5 feet from the right-ofway.

25 feet but no less than 5 feet from the right-ofway.

Minimum Rear Yard Building
Setback:

10 feet, but buffer requirements where applicable
None, but buffer requirements where applicable
per Code plus five-foot structure setback from
per Code plus five-foot structure setback.
required buffer.

Minimum Side Yard Building
Setback:

3 feet, but buffer requirements where applicable
None, but buffer requirements where applicable
per Code plus five-foot structure setback from
per Code plus five-foot structure setback.
required buffer.

Maximum Building Height:

3 stories or 35 feet, whichever is greater and
subject to FAA approval if within approach zone.

10 stories, subject to FAA approval if within
approach zone.

Maximum Impervious Lot
Coverage:

85 percent.

85 percent.

Sec. 23-910. - Reserved.
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Z-18-06
ADDRESS:

Citywide

APPLICANT: City of Doraville
REQUEST:

The City seeks to amend the Parking and Loading ordinance of Article XII of
Chapter 23 to modify minimum parking requirements for certain uses.
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STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF DORAVILLE
ORDINANCE NO. 2019-____
Z-18-06
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER 23 OF
THE CITY OF DORAVILLE TO AMEND THE PARKING REQUIREMENTS FOR
CUSTOMER SERVICE CENTERS AND CALL CENTERS IN ARTICLE XII; TO
REPEAL CONFLICTING CODE SECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR AN ADOPTION
AND EFFECTIVE DATE; TO PROVIDE FOR CODIFICATION; AND TO
PROVIDE FOR OTHER LAWFUL PURPOSES.
.
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia is tasked with the protection of the City’s
public health, safety and general welfare; and
WHEREAS, the City seeks to diversify its office sector and expand its employment base by allowing
customer service centers and call centers in certain zoning districts; and
WHEREAS, the City of Doraville recognizes the economic benefits and local jobs produced by those
customer service centers and call centers; and
WHEREAS, minimum parking requirements should be provided for customer service centers and call
centers located greater than a quarter (1/4) mile from the MARTA transit station to ensure adequate on-site
parking is provided to meet employment demand;
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Doraville to amend the parking requirements for
customer service centers and call centers in the furtherance of the public health, safety, general welfare, and
economic growth and sustainability; and
WHEREAS, a duly advertised public hearing, in accordance with the Georgia Zoning Procedures Act,
has been held by the City of Doraville to consider these revisions.
THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE, GEORGIA
HEREBY ORDAIN, as follows:
Section 1:
That the minimum parking requirements of “Offices (Business and Professional)” of
the Parking and Loading Spaces Table of Chapter 23, Article XII, Parking and Loading of the Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Doraville are hereby amended to add minimum parking requirements for
“customer service centers and call centers” to read as follows:
Table of Parking and Loading Spaces Required
Use

Parking

Offices (Business and
Professional, including
customer service
centers and call centers)

One (1) space for every four hundred (400) square feet of gross floor area provided
concrete curbed landscape islands are provided as detailed in a separate ordinance or that
all parking is contained within an on-site enclosed parking facility. Otherwise, one (1)
space for every three hundred (300) square feet of gross floor area shall be provided.

Z-18-06: Zoning text amendment for Parking requirements for Customer Service Centers and Call Centers
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

Loading
None

1/2
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Section 2:

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby expressly repealed.

Section 3:
The Ordinance shall be codified in a manner consistent with the laws of the State of
Georgia and the City of Doraville.
Section 4:
It is the intention of the governing body, and it is hereby ordained that the provisions of
this Ordinance shall become and be made part of the Code of Ordinances, City of Doraville, Georgia
and the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish such intention.
Section 5:

This Ordinance shall become effective on the date of adoption.

Z-18-06: Zoning text amendment for Parking requirements for Customer Service Centers and Call Centers
February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

2/2
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MEMORANDUM
To:

Honorable Mayor and City Council

From:

Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development

Date:

February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

Subject Title:

Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association’s Proposal to Name Two Unnamed Streams

Background
The Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association (NANA) has requested that the City of Doraville
support its effort to name two unnamed streams that flow through the Northwoods
neighborhood.

Recommendation
Seeing no conflicts regarding the request, staff recommends that City Council approve the
attached resolution and authorize the City Manager to provide a letter of support of NANA’s
proposal to name two unnamed streams.

Attachment(s)
1. NANA Request Letter
2. Resolution
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VIA EMAIL
January 7, 2019
Mr. Enrique Bascuñana
Director, Community Development Department
City of Doraville
3725 Park Avenue
Doraville, Georgia 30340
Dear Mr. Bascuñana,
On behalf of the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association (NANA) and its members, I
would like to request the City’s support of our effort to name two unnamed streams in the
Northwoods area. One way to do this would be to pass a resolution of support, and I’ve attached
to this letter a draft resolution for your consideration, which also includes a map of the streams we
are proposing to name. We are of course open to whatever questions or ideas you or others with
the city may have about the proposal and the City’s support. This letter includes basic information,
research, and support for our proposal. There is no cost involved in this process to the City or
NANA.
NANA believes naming these streams will build neighborhood pride, promote our history
as a nationally recognized historic district, and give us a way to collectively refer to these valuable
natural resources. Whether it is coordinating stream cleanups, building nature trails or greenways,
or just referring to where we’ve seen a lost dog, having a common name for these streams will help
make our neighborhood stronger.
There is a process to name geographic features through the US Board on Geographic
Names (BGN). The BGN maintains uniform geographic names for usage throughout the Federal
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Government, which are then typically used by state governments, local governments, and the
private sector. The BGN’s Principles, Policies, and Procedures lay out a process for community
groups like NANA to submit proposals for unnamed geographic features like streams. This
document is available at: https://geonames.usgs.gov/docs/PPP%202016.pdf. This has been done a
number of times around metro Atlanta. See the following news articles for a recent example:
● https://decaturish.com/2018/03/decatur-city-commission-supports-westchester-elem
entarys-request-to-rename-creek/
● https://decaturish.com/2018/05/westchester-elementarys-request-to-rename-creek-ge
ts-official-approval/
NANA started working on stream names by forming a committee open to any and all
interested members, including: Dave Bearse, Tiffany Blalock, Emmanuel Cazes, Darryl Clark,
Connie Cody, Robby Comer, Wendi Dunlap, Angela Flurry, Susan Fraysse, Van Anh Le, Suzanne
Marks, Andrew Morris, Pat Neri, Michael Sawhney, and Betzi Whiteside. The committee met in
person and corresponded by email on stream name ideas and research.
In looking at maps of streams in Doraville, we decided to focus in on the stream that starts
along McClave Dr. and the stream that runs between Chestnut Dr. and Stewart Rd. These are both
unnamed tributaries to the North Fork Peachtree Creek. We chose to focus on these streams
because they are two of the longer, more prominent streams in the area and are contained almost
wholly in Doraville (as opposed to Unincorporated DeKalb).
NANA is not aware of any names used to refer to these streams now or in the past. To
confirm that the streams in the Northwoods do not have existing names and to engage residents,
NANA took the following actions:
1. Reviewed the Historic District Information Form used in securing national
recognition of the Northwoods Historic District on the National Register of Historic
Places. A copy of this form is available here:
http://www.dekalbhistory.org/documents/HDIF.pdf.
2. Reviewed the maps, plats, and other photos included in Bob Kelley’s book Images
of America - Doraville. The book’s ISBN number is 9780738594279.
3. Solicited and received research assistance from Jennifer Blomqvist at the DeKalb
History Center.
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4. Discussed the creeks with John Maloney, who in turn reached out to former,
long-term Doraville residents.
5. Solicited information from members of NANA’s stream naming committee, sent an
email to the 190+ people on NANA’s email list, which includes members and
interested non-members, and from the members present at NANA’s 2018 spring
and fall membership meetings.
We then invited all of our neighbors to propose potential stream names, and we narrowed it
down to Northwoods Creek and Stewart Creek. We chose Northwoods Creek as the proposed
name because this stream flows through the heart of the historic Northwoods neighborhood. We
chose Stewart Creek as the proposed name because this stream used to feed Stewart Lake, which
was formed in an old rock quarry dug during the Great Depression by workers with the Works
Progress Administration. While the lake is no longer there, it seems appropriate that the creek bear
its name. We presented these names to NANA’s membership at its fall 2018 meeting, which was
advertised by email, FaceBook, and yard signs throughout the neighborhood. The names of
Northwoods Creek and Stewart Creek were unanimously approved by NANA’s members.
Based on the above research, process, and community support, we are asking the City to
support NANA to officially names these two streams by working through the BGN.
Sincerely,

Andrew D. Morris, Esq.
President, NANA
www.northwoodsarea.org
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CITY OF DORAVILLE
COUNTY OF DEKALB
STATE OF GEORGIA
RESOLUTION 2019 A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE,
GEORGIA TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT A LETTER OF SUPPORT
FOR THE NORTHWOODS AREA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION’S PROPOSAL TO THE
US BOARD OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES REQUESTING THE NAMING OF TWO UNNAMED
STREAMS.
WHEREAS, the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association (NANA), is a voluntary, non-partisan civic
association, whose mission is to sustain and build relationships among all neighbors, celebrate the
neighborhood’s architecture and the diversity of its people, and promote the neighborhood and surrounding
areas; and
WHEREAS, NANA desires to name two unnamed tributary streams of North Fork Peachtree Creek, which
both flow through the Northwoods neighborhood (as identified in Exhibit A of this resolution); and
WHEREAS, NANA has surveyed its membership and has selected the names of “Northwoods Creek” and
“Stewart Creek” for the streams in order to honor the Northwoods community and history; and
WHEREAS, NANA requests a letter of support from the City of Doraville to present to the US Board of
Georgia Graphic Names, who has the authority to formally approve the naming request; and
WHERAS, the City fully support NANA’s steam naming proposal and finds no objection to the request.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and City Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia
hereby expresses its support of NANA’s stream naming proposal to the US Board on Geographic Names
for Northwoods Creek and Stewart Creek, and authorizes the City Manager to submit a letter of the City’s
support.
Section 1.

Letter of Support. Upon adoption of this resolution, the City Manager is authorized
to prepare and present a letter of support on behalf of the City of Doraville to NANA, and
a certified copy of this approved resolution, advising of the City’s support of NANA’s
proposal to name the two streams, as identified in Exhibit A.

Section 2.

Effective Date. This resolution shall be effective immediately upon its adoption.

RESOLVED this 20th day of February, 2019.
CITY OF DORAVILLE, GEORGIA
BY:

_________________________________
Honorable Donna Pittman, Mayor
APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_____________________________
City’s Attorney Office
ATTEST:

_____________________________
Raquel D. González, City Clerk

(seal)
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CITY OF DORAVILLE
COUNTY OF DEKALB
STATE OF GEORGIA

Exhibit A
Green = Northwoods Creek
Blue = Stewart Creek

A resolution authorizing the submission of a letter of support for the Northwoods Area Neighborhood Association’s
proposal to the US Board on Geographic Names requesting the naming of two unnamed streams.
Resolution No. 2019 - _____
Adopted the 20th day of February, 2019.
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CITY OF DORAVILLE
COUNTY OF DEKALB
STATE OF GEORGIA
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAVILLE,
GEORGIA TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO SUBMIT A LETTER OF SUPPORT
FOR THE NORTHWOODS AREA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION’S PROPOSAL TO THE
US BOARD OF GEOGRAPHIC NAMES REQUESTING THE NAMING OF TWO UNNAMED
STREAMS.

I, Raquel D. González, City Clerk of the City of Doraville, Georgia, certify that the foregoing resolution
was adopted by The Mayor and Council of the City of Doraville, Georgia at a regular meeting held on the
20th day of February, 2019.
THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS OFFERED BY COUNCIL MEMBER
,
WHO MOVED ITS APPROVAL. THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER
___________________, BEING PUT TO A VOTE, THE RESULTS ARE LISTED AS FOLLOWS:

MAYOR DONNA PITTMAN
COUNCIL MEMBER PAM FLEMING
COUNCIL MEMBER ROBERT PATRICK
COUNCIL MEMBER JOSEPH GEIERMAN
COUNCIL MEMBER MD A. NASER
COUNCIL MEMBER SHANNON HILLARD
COUNCIL MEMBER STEPHE KOONTZ

YEA/ YES
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

NAY/ NO
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

THE MAYOR THEREFORE DECLARED RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – ______PASSED AND DULY
ADOPTED 20th day of February, 2019.
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An Extended Work Session of the Doraville City Council was held on December 10, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
I.

CALL TO ORDER

MAYOR DONNA
PITTMAN

II.

All right. So meeting come to order. This is a work session. We have a couple
of things here to discuss. We have the unfinished business and then we have
the new business. And the new business is a discussion of the policy manual
that we discussed at the retreat that we had directed staff to move forward and
make the proposed suggested changes for us to discuss tonight.

ROLL CALL

MAYOR PITTMAN

So call the roll please.

CITY CLERK RAQUEL
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PAM FLEMING

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
ROBERT PATRICK

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
JOSEPH GEIERMAN

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
MD A NASER

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
SHANNON HILLARD

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
STEPHE KOONTZ

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Mayor Pittman?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Here.

III.

1

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE SCHEDULES FOR THE CITY
COUNCIL 2019 MEETING CALENDAR.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. First, we'll move into the unfinished business. To review and
discuss proposed affirmative schedules for the City Council 2019 meeting
calendar. Ms. Gates.
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CITY MANAGER
REGINA V.K.
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes. Coming back to you from last week's meeting, you should have a hand
out of the City Council discussion and decisions that are needed. What we
tried to do was to bifurcate this into the things that regardless of which
alternative calendar you select, we need to make decisions on. We could
discuss those first and then move into which of the three alternative schedules
the Council prefers.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, thank you.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So the first one is you had talked about being able to get together with other
advisory groups and entities that you interface with. And so I guess the
question is do you want to in 2019 have a joint meeting with the Planning
Commission and then a joint meeting with the DDA? The Doraville
Development Authority. These would not be any specific actions taken. They
would be more just general opportunity for you all to talk about philosophy,
priorities that you see over the next year that kind of impact both the Council
and the Commission or even the Authority. And so the question is would you
like to have those meetings? We had presumed you did. They're on the
calendar. They're optional.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think it's a great idea personally. I think it's always good to meet with them.
And you know, nothing specific but it's good to have that networking
conversation.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I mean, I know me and Joseph had wanted to do some sort of a
educational meeting with the public about what the T-5, T-6 zoning actually
means. Because there was a lot of misinformation about what the zoning
changes along Buford Highway would actually mean. And we thought it
would be useful for the residents to get the facts about what that actually was
instead of people reading. I think there were people that read the wrong
zoning charts and were spreading misinformation. And I don't think it was
intentional but I don't think they understood and I thought that we were
thinking that a meeting like this with the Planning Commission, kind of a joint
thing with Enrique, and we can just kind of go over some of these general
things we're thinking about.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I agree. I think that kind of talking about sort of what does the Council see as
sort of the future of development in the city. And I think that would be
beneficial for people on the Planning Commission to hear because they're
really supposed to be the first line of defense for the comprehensive plan. But
we need to make sure that we're all on the same page and I know that that's
something that when I was on the Planning Commission was missing. So it
would be nice to have that collaboration as just a starting point for the year.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I agree. Ms. Fleming, any thoughts?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I thought we were starting down there.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I'm just coming back to you. She spoke up and said something, so I will go
ahead and let her speak.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

We can come around this way.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser. Did you have anything you wanted to add?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Mr. Patrick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I also like the idea of meeting with the other boards. I don't know if it would
be possible to have all three boards meet at one time, but maybe that's the sort
of better way to approach it. And then when it comes-- are we talking about
the calendar dates yet?

MAYOR PITTMAN

No. We're just talking about this one particular meeting that she's-- we'll get to
that. But right now we're just making sure everybody is comfortable with that
meeting. You okay?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I'm fine.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We're just talking about the meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Mm-hmm.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Anything else you wanted to add, Ms. Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

First of all, I think that both the DDA and the Planning Commission, if they
have not gone to the training about what the responsibilities are and what's
required by them by state, it's not up to us. It's up to whoever is directing it
from staff. If those members who we appoint per Mayor Pittman, those that
she feels confident in putting on the boards, but they may not have the
expertise to be on that board, so they need to educate themselves. And through
the powers of the ARC or whatever classes that the city offers or that the state
offers or county offers, they need to have gone through those rather than just
offering an opinion without any basis to offer an opinion. So that's number
one. As far as us having a meeting, I'm not sure what we would discuss other
than to thank them tremendously for sitting on the board and so forth. So, you
know, whatever the rest of the Council wants to do.

MAYOR PITTMAN

They do have their training lined up, is that correct?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Mayor. And I just want to say, I did go to the Planning Commission training
when I was on the Commission and one of the things that the trainer actually
said was having those meetings where you come together with the Council are
important touch points so that they can feel like they're a part of the process.
And I agree with Council Member Fleming that making sure everyone has
gone through that training is also important.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I saw Andrew. I think he went --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think most of them, all of them have had the training, but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

If anyone hasn't, we should try to get them to do it.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Right. I think he just-- and he is recently on the board – commission --

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But the City Council is not supposed to be influencing them in their decisionmaking.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

So, you know, I'm not real sure we would have a meeting with them in
February.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Well, I think interacting with our colleagues is not necessarily jump to
influence--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Pardon me?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I don't think interacting with our colleagues is jumping to influencing them on
specific decisions they make and as long as we--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Well, I'm not saying that we would. I'm just saying that we're not supposed to
be influencing them with our decisions of how they should be deciding. So I'm
not sure why we would be having any type of meeting with them.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

What I thought when we were talking about was having an educational
meeting for us and them about some of these de-zoning changes and stuff that
we've been talking about, so everybody understands what the facts are. About,
like in particular, the Buford Highway zoning, and what C-2 is, and why we're
changing the CUPs and all that kind of stuff, we do an educational piece with
everybody.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That's the intent, so that philosophically, it's knowing the direction the city's
going in. Are there other areas where you would have core-based zoning? So
it's very general discussions, there's no specific actions or cases or anything
that we need to talk about.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, it sounds like the majority of the Council would like to move forward
and have this meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I think it's necessary on both the Planning Commission which we have been
getting, on the DDA however, we are not getting, if they're having any
meetings, minutes from the meetings or a detail of what they have discussed
to keep us informed.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

They have not been meeting, they do not have a standing schedule. Instead,
they meet as needed if they have business to conduct, and they have not had
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any recently. And then the next one was just to follow up as to, is there any
others besides us two or presentations that you would like to have?
MAYOR PITTMAN

I personally think that we do a really good job networking with GDOT and
others, and that's kind of one of those things that, rather than schedule ahead,
it just comes up and we put on the schedule for them to come in and brief us.
So I can't think of any entities that you could actually plan ahead. That's just
my personal opinion because most of the presentations, they'll send us emails
saying, "We'd like to come in to the City Council meeting and present
something." But, you know, how about you?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

What about the TAD Advisory Committee? I know they meet fairly
infrequently--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I'm on that, we don't meet frequently, we've only met-- the last meeting was a
couple weeks ago, but it was just housekeeping stuff, because we had
someone design.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Maybe if we just do a meeting with --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah, because we can't come together outside of a public meeting, but the
benefit of having a public meeting with these other members is that it's a
chance for us to talk in the open in a public meeting.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I mean, we could do that, we could add them.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

The only other group I could think of that's doing work in the Doraville area is
the CKSNI people that work with CPACs that are working on the affordable
housing stuff in this area, and I know they work pretty closely with the City of
Brookhaven when they just did their recent rezoning, and I think it might be
helpful to hear what kind of work they've been doing, and maybe even
recommendations from them about what we could be doing looking forward
on that. Pretty important topic that we're going to be facing is the city gets
redeveloped.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And then the mini-retreat-- we have talked at the retreat about, a follow up six
months later. This is a little longer than six months, but because of the
holidays-- February 9 is what we're proposing, and I thought it would also be
a good time to have the mid-year budget review.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, that sounds like a--

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's a great idea. Any thoughts on that other than that? Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Where is it going to be, and how long is it going to be, and no I won't be able
to attend? And if you're talking mid-year review, our budget review, I had no
knowledge forwarding the brief summary that I was given for the previous
retreat, which I would have preferred having a listening device that I could
have listened to. Or having it documented by video. That would have been
helpful for me. I can't sit longer than two hours or two and half hours. And I'm
sorry and that's my issue. So if the February 9 mini-retreat is off somewhere
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and you guys are having whatever, I won't be able to attend. But I would like
the opportunity to have had a video that I could watch and take notes for
myself or have it more than just a summary.
MAYOR PITTMAN

We videotaped it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think at that meeting we made a decision to record all public meetings going
forward. I don't think that meeting was recorded.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No, it wasn't recorded.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Did we get the audio? I thought we audio recorded it.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No. I had talked to Ms. Fleming prior to the retreat and asking if she would
like to have us arrange for her to be on the phone.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Remote in.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Remote in.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

What about maybe a FaceTime or a Skype?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That was what we were going to do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I can't be on the phone for eight hours.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Sorry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I know there's a FaceTime or a Skype which is--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I don't know what that is and so no, that wouldn't be available to me. It would
have to be on the phone. You know I'm a paper person and you called me on
the Friday before the Saturday. And--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. So I guess we can record it this time if we can record it so it will be
available for anyone that wishes to watch it.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. Then July there's discussion and we're not clear on whether or not you
want one meeting in July that had been suggested.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, if we do the one meeting because of staffing and vacations and whatever
we need to do it toward the latter part. That at least really does help people be
able to plan. So if we can do it at the latter part, the last meeting that we could
possibly have at the end of July is just what I think we need to do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN
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CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yeah. I would suggest the 23rd--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

--scheduled--

MAYOR PITTMAN

23rd.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

--of July.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

The 22nd?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Wait, that's a Tuesday. How about the 22nd?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes. The 22nd which is a Monday--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I will not be at a council meeting on my birthday. Sorry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Aww. Happy Birthday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

We could do the 23rd--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Oh come on, I came to one --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I'm fine with the 23rd.

MAYOR PITTMAN

The 23rd is fine. Nobody objects. I don't --

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So Tuesday, July 23rd.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yep.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And then right now this year we've had one meeting in November and
December. Do we want to continue with that practice?

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think one meeting is fine personally--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But we had one meeting and a work session in both months.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We are talking about a council meeting and a work session?
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CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, it started out with just on meeting then when we added extended work
sessions that is what got me to two. So I guess the question is really do you
want one meeting or do you want two meetings?

MAYOR PITTMAN

I mean, I'm here anyways so my opinion is if the Council wanted to do the
two it's up to them. One is fine, but if you're going to do it, make sure it's not
too close to the holidays is all I'm going to say.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But I mean if we're going to do work sessions--

MAYOR PITTMAN

November and December--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I would do two.

MAYOR PITTMAN

My opinion is even if you have to do them back-to-back so you're not close to
the holidays.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, this is what we did this month.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. That's what I'm saying. If we could repeat that. What I said, even back
to that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So November 4 and November 11. Or I guess November 12.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, now you've got election on.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No, because I think-- I'm thinking about our staff who is now having to do
verbatim minutes by hand and so forth. She's not getting the packages out or
my package out until so late I can't pick it up. And yes you guys are all
electronic and whoopeedoo on that. But it's not helpful for me and it's not fair
to her either to have a one week. And you're supposed to be getting-- by
Wednesday she should have everything ready. Whether it's going to be
Enrique or Stephe or whoever is going to be on the agenda. Whatever they've
presented ought to be in Raquel's desk on that Wednesday so she can get it all
prepared on Thursday and have it done for us by Friday. And it's not right.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So you're saying one meeting for those two months?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No. You haven't-- you said the 4th and the 11th. That's one week difference.
That's-- uh-uh. You need a two-week span between meetings. And that's my
opinion. Yes. I'm getting hot.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Let's do one meeting then.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I mean, would you not prefer to have two weeks between meetings --

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, if you all will just tell us if you prefer one or two, we’ll work out the
dates.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Is there a reason to do just-- we can do just the regular schedule in November
and then in December just do the back to back. And it's not like either of these
meetings are probably going to be that intense.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I probably will not be available for the 18th because I go out of town.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I really think one meeting in November and December. I think one meeting in
December is acceptable. It sounds like I'm getting the majority over here
saying one meeting for November and December.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

It can be too much for the staff. And maybe we're not trying to take a vacation
and they want to.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. That's what I was going to say. A vacation.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

All right. So we're going to incorporate that into the--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. It sounds like the majority is saying one meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

To clarify. We're saying one meeting in November and December.

MAYOR PITTMAN

In November and December. Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So no working session.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But that one meeting needs to be a voting meeting.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. I agree.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

So what you're saying is a meeting with the work sessions before it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's fine. Yes. So a meeting with a work session and as Ms. Fleming said a
voting meeting. I'm throwing pens at you. Sorry.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. So you are now to three schedules. And if you turn to the sheet that has
the green.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I just want to make sure we're clarified. One meeting in July. One meeting
in November and one meeting in December. Okay. And we're going to do it in
the latter part of July.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

July 23.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Make sure we're on the same page.
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CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

A Tuesday.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. So what you have before you is we've tried to take what we've heard as
the three alternatives, and I'll go through them in just a minute. And then
compare some similar decision points on it. So currently, which is alternative
eight, there are three meetings, the first, second, and third of the month. Two
have the short work sessions followed by the business meeting, and then we
have one extended work session, which is the second one. And I'll come back
to the advantages and disadvantages. So then alternative B is two meetings per
month. The first and third, they would both be business meetings preceded by
a work session. So it'd be a one-hour work session and then at 6:30 moving
into the regular meeting. And then alternative C is also two meetings, first and
third Mondays. But one of the meetings would be a short work session
followed by a regular business meeting so we could conduct business. And the
second meeting would be an extended work session.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And just to clarify-- I mean, that's obviously my preference, but to clarify, if
we need – Cecil – if we have to vote on something, if we choose alternative C,
we can make that a special called meeting, right? And as long as we're in that
--

CITY ATTORNEY
CECIL MCLENDON

We could have special called meeting as long as you meet the meetings at.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. So if we decided that work session, we need to vote on something, we
could just make it a special called meeting as long as we've done that.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

What you would need to do if you wanted to have a voting meeting is you
would have a special called meeting that you would set on that date.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Okay. I just wanted to clarify we could do that.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And that's this call special business meeting.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And in regards to that, Mayor, I do believe that all six Council Members need
to be aware of why the special called meeting is being called, prior to.

MAYOR PITTMAN

No disagreement.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. And then it's for the Council to discuss. We did have some advantages
and disadvantages but I think we've already --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms. Fleming, did you have thoughts?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

My preference is alternative B.

MAYOR PITTMAN

B or C?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

B.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Two Mondays.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

The way we’ve been doing it--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

B.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Three meetings a month?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

B! Alternative B.

MAYOR PITTMAN

He said, "The way we've been doing it." That's what threw me off. I was like,
"Oh."

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Two meetings and then--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Two Mondays per month, first and third. Two short work sessions followed
by two regular business --

MAYOR PITTMAN

The way we used to do it, then, is what you're saying? Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

That's right.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Because I was like, "Wait." All right. Mr. Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I would personally prefer alternative C.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Ms. Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I'm fine with C.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I guess I'm good with A.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

B.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So you want just two regular meetings in a work session and no meeting? So
this is the way we used to do it. We used to do work sessions before in every
meeting. We didn't have the third meeting. This is to add that third meeting
like we're doing now. And this one is to do a work session with the option to
make a special called meeting, if necessary. You don't have the second
meeting. And then the third meeting, we have a regular meeting. So two
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meetings. One's a work session and one's a regular meeting. And then this one
is two regular meetings. And then this one's what we're doing now. The three.
COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I'll pass for a second.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I mean, I understand the staff issues with what we're doing now. And well, I
don't know. If we went with A, I would be okay with having summary
minutes for the work session. I don't really see a reason that we need verbatim
minutes for a work session. There's a video. People would really want to
watch what we said. And I know it'll take the load off the staff not having to
do verbatim minutes for the work session. I just feel like there's a lot going on
in the city. And I hate for us to have these long stretches where if somebody
does want-- we haven't fixed the CV yet. There's probably going to still be a
bunch of those coming in. And I hate to see business owners having to wait to
open their business. I do feel that the work sessions we've been doing if
they're very productive, it's like what we're doing tonight. We're talking about
this kind of stuff that we wouldn't have a chance at a public meeting to sit
down and discuss these kinds of things -- projects, all that. I would be totally
against going back to B. I mean, if it came down to between A-- if it came
down to between B and C, I would pick C, but I would prefer A and try to
figure out how to make that work. But that's just my personal preference.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser, do you have any more thoughts?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

All right. I'm going to change it to C. I would prefer C. Prefer C.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Any other thoughts on this end?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Anybody else?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Sounds like the majority is going with C.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Think it was two, two, and two. So--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, let's see. Ms. Fleming, you wanted--?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It's three. There's--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'm a B.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

--Naser--

MAYOR PITTMAN

One, two, three. Well--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

--and Shannon and I were--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes. Okay. Okay.
Packet Pg. 58

Doraville City Council Extended Work Session
1
Monday, December 10, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Page 13

MAYOR PITTMAN

So one, two, three and then if I have to break the tie, I'm going to vote for--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, no. That's fine.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. So this sounds like the majority is going with B.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, C.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I mean C, sorry. C? C.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

As long as we can or we will have a voting meeting if we need to. If
something's important.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes. You can always-- yes. That's important to know. You can always call a
special called meeting or make this a special called meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because some of the things like-- one of the things-- one of the points I was
making was that thing Enrique was saying, "Well, we can pass this in
January." Well, we can't because you have to have-- you have to have-- for
two reasons; you have to first read and then vote on it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Always. Okay --

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And you have the third calendar is C -- and we'll bring an ordinance back on
the resolution, I'm sorry on the 7th, ordinance on the 7th. But this calendar is
there if you want to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So the voting meeting's going to be the second meeting of the month.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Say that again. The voting meeting's going to be the second meeting of the
month?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

It will have the work session as the first meeting. Is there an issue? It seemed
like there was something somewhere about the-- maybe it was just the
ordinance that we're going to change the -- first month.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Your older ordinance laid it out in a certain pattern but that was changed. So
as long as you set via this ordinance, and do it at the beginning of the year and
have a regular meeting scheduled, that's adopted at the beginning of the year
and published.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I mean, what ordinance?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I want to point out one thing because we were saying in November, December
we wanted to meet the first of the month. And if you look at this alternative
scene, it has this meeting on the 18th and 16th of December. Do we want to
move that to the first part of the month for those two months?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Say that again.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Look at this calendar. See, you look at November, December. See the blue?

MAYOR PITTMAN

So hold on.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah. Let's all look at that. We were just talking about not wanting to meet
late in the month on those two months. See where the blue.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah, it's on the 16th.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

It's on the 18th and the 16th. Do we want to move that to the 4th and 9th or the
2nd of December?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Can I just show you why we had it that way?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay. Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So that if things come in that we need to get done before the end of the year,
that we can collect those and do it. We have the experience last week,
December 3, that there were some things that we really wanted to have done
before December 31, but because the business meeting was early in the
month, it was difficult to get all those ready. So that was the thinking around
why it would be as late as we could make it but not run into the week of the
holiday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

As a--

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR ENRIQUE
BASCUNANA

Council, if I may add that would give staff more time between the October
and the November to prepare for the November meeting because otherwise
we're really tight on finishing up the October meetings and someone will have
to jump in to finish November.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

More than likely, I will not be here for the 18th of November.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So on this calendar here, we're going to be adding July 23.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And since we're went from three meetings a week to two meetings a week and
we've been agreeable to that, we don't have a problem adding a work session
on December 2. So we don't have such a long break with no work sessions.
Would you be agreeable to that?
Packet Pg. 60

Doraville City Council Extended Work Session
1
Monday, December 10, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Page 15

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I mean, I am. I wanted that in the first place.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Anybody else? You get two.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think they're wanting to stick to the one meeting. I mean--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Robert?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Just to throw it out, what if we cancelled the November 18 meeting and put it
to the December 2. You got two meetings in December, one in November, or
none in November.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And no meeting in November? There's plenty of days in November that we
can choose from and if you're not here then you are excused.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Thank you very much, Ms. Fleming. After seven years of working with you, I
have never had you speak to me like that before. I really appreciate that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Good. Well I don't see that this city needs to be changing around dates for one
specific Council Member.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So we are going to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I'll take out my --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. Let's leave it as is. Thank you.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. Thank you.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Anything else that you wanted to add?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And I apologize, Ms. Fleming, for having a personal life and day job but my
schedule is now jammed up so that on the third Tuesday of every month, the
fourth Thursday of every month, and potentially, the fourth Wednesday of
every month, I am unavailable. So if the Council could find a way to
accommodate my schedule, I would be grateful. If not, I guess the voters will
just have to do without me. Thanks.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So okay, so--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Excuse me?

MAYOR PITTMAN

So hold--
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Our meetings are on Monday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Well, I would be --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

There are holidays that fall on a Monday that pushes it back to a Tuesday.
You know, accommodating people, so--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes. Let's go back. So we're talking about December--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, we're talking November--

MAYOR PITTMAN

No, well, I'm talking about December, so hold on one second. So we're talking
about December. What do you have over there that we decided on for
December?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

I still have the 16th.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, so 16th. Are you available the 16th?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Everybody's available? We'll leave that at the 16th. November? You have
what?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

I have the--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Out of the conversation. The 18th.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, we came in with the 18th. November is the one that I'm not sure what --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Is it just that Monday that's an issue Robert?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Which one?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Well, that's the week of Thanksgiving.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

No, it's the week after, before Thanksgiving.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

The 18th?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes, Thanksgiving is on the 29th.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Thanksgiving is on the 29th. There's the two red--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I apologize. Okay.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

So you're good with the 18th?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

The 18th will be fine.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, leave it at the 18th. Okay. And then July was the other question. We
have July for?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

23rd. Perfect.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Anything else you want to add Ms. Gates. Okay. Let's move on, please.
Yes?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So MLK is the third Monday of the month? This year in January?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes, and it would move to the Tuesday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

The 22nd.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

I think that's what you why you were saying that that was one of the issues.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

That was one of the issues, and I believe that President's Day is February 18,
which pushes the council meeting to the 19th. Both of which I will not be able
to attend.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We could always do them on Wednesday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

If the Council could move it to a Wednesday, that would be appreciated. I
understand Ms. Fleming would not see fit to engage with --

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Mr. Patrick, I don't have an issue with us coming on Wednesday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Thank you. Thank you very much.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Wednesday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or even bump it a week and do it the 28th and 25th. Would that be a big deal?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, I thought that thing was too. We wanted to try to keep them about a
month apart.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

27th.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So just do them on Wednesday.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Wednesday?
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MAYOR PITTMAN

To Wednesday.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. All right.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, so are we through with this part?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes.

IV.

NEW BUSINESS
1. REVIEW AND DISCUSS PROPOSED CITY COUNCIL POLICY MANUAL AND
RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO THE POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR CITY
COUNCIL MEETINGS.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, moving right along. So we're under new business. As I said before, we
discussed many things at the retreat. One of those was this, and we'd asked
staff at some point to go and take a look and bring it back to get input, so Ms.
Gates has done that. So if you can please go over what you have done.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

All right, well, what you'll see in the red that's underline are suggested
additions and then where you see the strikethrough are suggested changes to
take that out because in most cases, this is just a rewording with the attempt to
clarify the current practices, but council would need to, at some point, adopt
the rules and procedures. All right, so the format has changed just to give
some context to the rules by having an introduction, guiding principles, and
then scope of application. And we have done this before when we did the
boarding house administrative policy. You had those same types of
introductions enter the policy. So I don't know if anyone has any issues--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

So there was nothing in this introduction part before, right?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

There was nothing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So that's all new. Okay. Then in section three, which was the visual and sound
recordings, it permits the public to record, to tape the meetings, but it was
silent on how that would happen. And so this designates that the clerk would
be responsible for working with the individuals so that they're placed where
they don't obstruct the meeting that's going on. But people would be permitted
to record or to video or whatever.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yep. That was real important. I saw that in a meeting relations class. The
GMA was saying, that if you don't have that specified, somebody can legally
just stand up at the dais with their cell phone right in the mayor's face and you
can't do anything. And so this allows for you to say, "No, here's the spot in the
back." And the clerk can tell people, "You have to stand back here," or
whatever.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

But would he be able to allow people to record it?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It does. It just gives the option to the Clerk to designate where they --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

They can stand.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think we're doing that anyway right now. This is just kind of codifying it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right.

MAYOR PITTMAN

You just need it in writing sometimes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Justification.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. The next one in section four deals with if you lose the quorum, that then
the mayor would adjourn the meeting, or whoever the presiding officer was -exactly. One of the concerns with this one is if you continue the meeting, two
members of council could in fact vote and approve policies without at least
four members of council being there. Because you need four to establish and
the mayor is one of the four. So you could have three council members. And
then you could end up, if you continue the meeting, to vote on issues where
you have a two-one vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Question from legal.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

When the quorum fell apart, you couldn't take action. You really wouldn't be
able to take action.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That's the reason for spelling out that it shall be adjourned.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Do you need to say including the mayor, or is that just automatic? You could -.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Charter says that for purposes of establishing a quorum, the mayor is counted,
is the only reason that's in there, and to make it clear, and that was already
there. Okay? All right. So we're over on nine. The word shall sort of implies
that there will be amendments, and this just says there may be amendments.
And then those would be brought forth by the council member, or council
members, or the mayor, and then it would be on the next agenda, but full
council. The next one is just to indicate that meetings shall not go longer than
9:00 p.m., unless otherwise voted on by the majority. That's what you're
doing.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We usually do that. We just take a vote real quick to stop at 9:00, so that's
good.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, the other thing, too, is that we're striking out redundant language in the
policy and in the ordinance so that when we change the ordinance and this
year, if we changed the ordinance of the meeting schedule, then it would break
this policy. So then we have to readopt this policy every time we change the
meeting schedule. So I thought it was important-- or it was a good idea to
have the-- you just reference where the ordinance is, so you only have to adopt
it in one place.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Then it just references that Georgia Open Meetings Act, which we filed. The
next one is-- this is a change to go from the Mayor Pro Tem and two members
of City Council may call a special meeting. And that's what you have now as
well. So it's not a change --. IT's a change on what have been in the policies.
Okay. The “shall” was changed to “may” again, just because the council has
the discretion.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Is that for paragraph D – Work Sessions?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes. Then order of business, the practice right now is that you do not approve
the agenda for the work session at the beginning of the meeting. So we just
took that out because if it's there, then we want to start putting that on the
agenda.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Sometimes we have ceremonial functions that a mayor does. Should we add
that in? I don't know if that would be appropriate.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

It would get added to the section 13, which is a regular meeting. Ceremonial--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And I wasn't sure if it would be appropriate to put it after the roll call or
before the roll call or wherever anyone wanted to put it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I usually do it after the roll call.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

After the roll call?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mm-hmm.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And then organizational or procedural items-- I tried to find out what that was.
We've never had it since I've been here, but I'm not-- we didn't know what it
was.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I didn't even think that that's a necessary item.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay, so that has been --. All right. And then we added mayor and council
comments. On the section 14, the agenda is prepared in conjunction with the
mayor. So we added that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I wanted to add something-- a thing that-- this is something I've-- an issue
I've been feeling ever since I was sworn in is this sentence about, "Agenda
items should be submitted consistent with the process established by the city
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manager." I think that needs to be stated here and not like a policy to a policy.
Do you see what I'm saying? Because I've never been able to get what this is.
I've never seen them-- I've never seen the process.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Are you talking about submitting the cover sheets and--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, yeah. Just that whole process. Like the date, and when it has to be
submitted by, and all of that. I think it needs to be spelled out.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think the people who've been on for a while, like you guys, have been doing
it so you all know, but we kind of--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I had no idea. I still don't know when the cutoff date is for submitting an
agenda items.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

It was intended to be the Friday after our meeting, so if you have a meeting on
a Monday, that Friday is the deadline to get them.

MAYOR PITTMAN

At 12 o'clock.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But could we just put that in this policy? What it is?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We can.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I think it would be helpful, like I said, because I've asked for that, like a
writing--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, for the future too because I think that hopefully this will be something
for whoever future council members come on, they can say, "Oh, I totally
understand."

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And then they don't have to ask the question or where's this procedure or if we
have a new city manager, what's the procedure. I think if it was just spelled
out in this policy that we adopt, that we're agreeing to it; so the city manager
deciding for the council what the policy is.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

The other thing is, as you mentioned, the mayor is in charge of the agenda,
correct?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Mm-hmm.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Did you not read that?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes, we said city manager in conjunction with the mayor.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay. Let's say I submitted an agenda item but neither of you have ever
decided to put it forth to the council to even let them know that I've submitted
an agenda item. What happens? Nothing.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, I can't say that we would do that.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

So I would like to know, do the agenda items that we submit in a cover sheet
with all the documentation attached, get submitted for a work session or is it
something that, well, maybe we'll do this or maybe we'll not, type thing?

MAYOR PITTMAN

No. And if you're referencing the packet, little thing that you gave me, you
told me to do what we wanted to do with it. Maybe we need to discuss it inhouse.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And, no, you said you would discuss it in-house and I have yet to hear
anything about that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, if ya’ll want to know what the item is --

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And it's been almost five months.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--if I'm correct, you were wanting to discuss how council members were
submitting items, correct? How they were submitting items and your question
was, "Why are they submitting items without it coming to council first and
staff doing the work?"

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

What, that's something I really want to know but that's not something that's in
your policy.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And I don't think an ordinance should be written in advance of a work session
without the rest of the council having prior knowledge to it. But that's my one
opinion that will not coincide with the other five.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I do you think laying out how that process works though and kind of
clarifying the fact that if you submit this, this is sort of --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, I think what Ms. Fleming is referencing and I did talk to Cecil about it
and Ms. Gates about it and we could not really find anything that-- she found
it but is that policies are being written, just correct me if I'm wrong, okay, that
policies are being written and things are being written before it's coming to
council first for council to decide if that's what they want to move forward
with or they want legal to be working on or staff to be working on. That's
what she had presented to me, that she wanted to bring up but I told her we
would talk in-house about it and then--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

That's correct. The other thing was, how many items a council member could
put on one agenda?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Because there was at one time we had a limit.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

We had a limit.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We had a limit of two and then that can move forward. And then if you didn't
finish that, that's somewhere-- I don't know if that's things we just talked about
or what, but she had some documentation that she had pulled up and did
research on that I gave to Ms. Gates, so. And I didn't realize you actually
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wanted to put it-- I knew you wanted us to try to discuss it and find out, but I
didn't know you actually wanted it on the agenda.
COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I had showed it on-- as a work session, but what I'm saying is, what
transpires? Just like you said, what transpires after you suggest a work session
item or an agenda item? What happens after that? Do you respond? Do you
automatically put it on? Do you discuss it and then get back to us? What's the
procedure?

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

If I could suggest, can the mayor and I talk about this and come back with
language as to how this will work?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's fine with me, but I need--

MAYOR PITTMAN

We had some somewhere, but Cecil couldn't find it.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I think those are policies. Those were all the big policies we were discussing
before and they're not going to be--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I remember digging through years of minutes of seeing that conversation
about how many items because they would counsel people that were trying to
put five and six and eight items on agendas, and you all were here at 11
o'clock, and you all put a limit on how many-- and I think if you had--

MAYOR PITTMAN

There was one at one time that had almost 16 items on one agenda.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I know. And I think with the group we have here, if you limited it to two
items, I wouldn't have an issue with that. I don't think anybody here would.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I just want to make sure how many items. So at least two, three-- I'd put some
type of limit. So we all know how many--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah. And we know if you're going to submit it, here's the form because I had
to get the form from Robert about --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, technically this is way we've always done it. It was two items, and you
had to submit your cover sheet. You had to submit your documentation. You
had to bring it to Council and the Council would then make a decision if this
is something they want to move forward with, but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But the question probably is, does that automatically go during the work
session?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. And the question is, those policies that we had were from old Council,
so do those still apply? I mean how does that work, Cecil?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I mean, you know--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

What we never saw, what-- we have not been able to identify where those
worked out.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

What we had was big policies that the prior City Manager brought forth that
were significant, and I think they were discussed for quite a while, but I do not
Packet Pg. 69

Doraville City Council Extended Work Session
1
Monday, December 10, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Page 24

believe we ever achieved a comprehensive adoption of those policies. So this
is another attempt to come in and do this and what you would do is if that's
something you'd want to put into a policy.
MAYOR PITTMAN

And you do, obviously, so you'll know what to do. So we can talk about that.
We'll figure that out.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And while we're talking about this, I mean, what I've been trying to do when
I've got something I want to talk about like when I was interested in noise
ordinance. I put it on a work session. Not on a voting meeting, but in a work
session for us to discuss. And then the consensus of the Council at that time
was, we don't really want to deal with that right now. And so, it didn't move
forward. And nothing got written up. It was like a first step. And I would like
to see most things that we do done like that that gets put on a work session, we
discuss how we want to move forward with it, and then we decide whether we
move forward or not from a work session. And not bring things like that to
voting meetings until they've been through a work session first to see if there's
consensus from the council to move forward on an item.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Ms. Stephe, and just regards to the noise ordinance, you did bring at that time
when you submitted it or brought it to the work session, you had the decimal
meters for different cities--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I brought some documentation that I've brought.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Exactly. So that something is needed for the work session. It's not just a verbal
conversation, so what you did was what we need to be able to discuss --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right, right, right. I'm not saying that the council member can't do their own--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

If you --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--can't do their own research on presenting their item and say, "Here's why,"
or make a case for what they want to do. You need to have some
documentation and some samples and stuff for people to think about before,
so they understand what you're saying. But before we instruct staff and start
spending city money on moving forward with a project, you need consensus
which needs to come from a work session. Does that make sense?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, if you haven't done the research also, I think people are a lot less likely
to say, "Yeah. Let's go do that," because the research is part of what will help
convince everybody to go along with it, so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So anyway, I mean--

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's fine. We'll bring that back. But I can most emphatically say, it's only
been twice that I have not put something on the agenda, and it was not my
decision. It was the decision of the attorney that said, "That cannot go on the
agenda." And those two people were-- it was explained to them why you
could not go on the agenda, so.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

That maybe should be put in the policy too, that maybe with consultation of
the Attorney--

MAYOR PITTMAN

City Attorney. Yeah, because there were only-- we've never turned down
anybody's agenda items. That was twice that I can think of that the Attorney
said, "We don't know why we're doing that."

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, no. On the voice thing, you asked me to move it for a month--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. And I've done that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--because of considerations of other things and I was agreeable to that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We'll spell all that out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

The next one is consent agenda. I know there's been some concerns on that. So
this is trying to clarify that any item can be moved off of the consent agenda.
If you go by Robert's rules of order that's not voted on. If there's a member
that wants it removed, it is automatically removed. And so--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And this is how I've seen everyone else do it. They say “hearing none” and
you just move forward.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So you start with, are there any items to be removed, and if you want to vote
"no" on it or you don't feel that it should be on the consent agenda, you just
ask that it be moved and it really gets moved to the regular meeting. So that
what is then left on the consent agenda are items that the Council has agreed
to so the mayor would then say, "Are there any objections to the remaining
items?" So we would get a unanimous vote if you've done that in the first part,
you'll get a unanimous vote on the consent agenda, whatever we decide.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But we don't need to vote on the consent--?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Which you do not need to because you've--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We don't need to do a roll call on the consent agenda. If nobody objects, then
it passes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I kind of think we should vote on that even if it's just a consent. I think we
should still--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No, no, no, no. I with you, Robert. It needs to be voted on, okay? And in
regards to the consent agenda, you know me and my mouth, there are people
just watching the video or listening. They may have gotten the items in a sheet
of paper that showed what was on the consent agenda. But they don't know
any background of it. So if we approve the consent agenda, we're not even
going to discuss it over here when it was on the agenda. In other words, you
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got four-five items. The only thing I admit should be on the consent agenda as
far as I'm concerned are the minutes.
COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, it's supposed to be stuff that's not controversial. And I think one time
something got put on the consent agenda that maybe shouldn't have been. And
I think it was something that you objected to and that they probably shouldn't
have never been put on the consent agenda. But we were early in the stages of
doing consent agenda and the whole purpose of that is to put real no-brainer
stuff like the minutes or salary changes that would just have to-- that are just
kind of rubber stamping stuff that we have to do out of necessity.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'm just making my comment.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No. You're right, Pam.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Well, I feel that the things that we have on the agenda-- that are on the agenda.
But yeah. We put them on the consent agenda, that means we're not going to
discuss them over here on the agenda. And so people that are watching are
getting the benefit of why we voted for the consent agenda for that particular
item. It isn't necessarily a no-brainer.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, if it's not then all you have to do is say, "I'd like to have that one item
removed," and then you move forward. If there's anybody on the council that
feels like it needs to be discussed then you just say, "I'd like that item
removed."

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Speak up at that moment.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

You got to speak up or hold your peace kind of thing.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Speak now or forever hold --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

In peace. No. That's what the whole point of it it is.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I agree but yeah. Yes. Yes.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

The next one is voting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

So I'm sorry. So we are keeping the vote or we are not keeping the vote on
consent agenda?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We want to vote. So I made a note to revise or just come back --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

No, but if somebody wants to pull it off to have a discussion then they can put
it off.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. The next one is that there needs to be four affirmative votes for a
motion resolution or audience to pass.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So I have some questions on that. Because if there's a quorum--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Quorum of at least four.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Is four. It should just be simple majority at that point, right? Otherwise, it's
essentially saying, "I'm not sure if you have a full council and you can get
everyone to vote in agreement on something." It's then that legislation dead in
the water?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, if we would do this simple majority with four and the mayor is one of
those four. You have three council members present and the majority is two of
the three.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think the concern is how democratic it is. You've got two people making
decisions for--

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Six members.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah, for the whole community.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Well, should have used my own personal example. If I'm not here in the
council meetings for certain dates it's kind of-- does fall on that council
person. Or if there was a group of people who are sick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, you're right. Robert's right. If there's one person missing and there's three
to two the mayor can't break the tie or the mayor can't vote because it's not a
tie. And so you've only got three votes. And so, we can't move anything
forward unless we have four people. We have--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So I think this--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think we should keep it the way it is.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That, or lower it to three. Three would cover most situations and not allow--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

No. Because if you have the Mayor's vote, then that means you still have to
have all three people to support it. And if there's-- again if someone's out of
town, if something--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Is there a reason why we're trying to change this? Because we've never had a
problem with it.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I want to look at this, because if quorum is quorum. I'm not sure about policy
or anything.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's my point people. I've never--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

What you do with the mayor's vote.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, I think we just need to leave it alone.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I'm going to look at that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

There's never been an issue before, and I thought the quorum was the quorum,
and you could do whatever you needed to do with the quorum.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yeah, it wasn't a quorum. It just came up that two people could make a
decision, but these are all policies so council just needs to decide what they
want their policy to be.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We've never had that issue, that I'm aware of, ever. We may have some people
out--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I think the residents would really--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

It would be --

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think that if I got down to only two people showing up, I'm not having a
meeting. If only two of you can come, I'm saying, "Look, we need to cancel
this anyways." If you're all sick, stay home. We're not doing this, or for
whatever. We've never--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But theoretically, you could hold a meeting with three Council people and the
mayor, and so half the council isn’t here, and then two people voting yes
would be a majority, and the policy would change or the ordinance would
pass, or whatever.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

But how democratic is it going to be?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, there are cases like that last year with the laundromat and some other
things. I mean I'm fine with it. The way it's been, it's my duty to be here for
these meetings. We do have the ability to dial in if we're sick, or for other
reasons, so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

So it's not--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Wait a minute.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

That's state law.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

To vote or just to call in?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

To vote.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

To vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

State law.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

What we have is GMA. GMA in terms of that too basically say participate in
the meeting includes voting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Wow.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Up to two times a year, right?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Are you talking about--?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

No, actually a vote --

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

When that first came out--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Indefinite.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's indefinite, yes. It's indefinite if you're sick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Oh, wow. Okay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So yes, you can call in.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Wow, okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

It's two times. If you just decide I don't want to come right now, I want to stay
in my pajamas. I don't feel like driving because it's raining. You can call in
and vote and participate twice a year.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

And you have to be sick.
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ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY DAVID
HOWELL

And you have to be out of the jurisdiction.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Be what?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I don't think--

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY HOWELL

You have to be out. It says it in there.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay, so for the two times a year, you have to be out of the jurisdiction. Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

You have to drive outside of Doraville.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So go take your pajamas--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Take my pajamas--

MAYOR PITTMAN

And drive to Chamblee.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I know you don't have to be sick twice a year, but you can be on vacation, or
you can be--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

While I was at the regional leadership institute, I was still able to participate
because of that rule.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So yeah, I think we can take that out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

-- that part.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And is that GMA's interpretation, or is that the--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

The operative term is "participate in the meeting," and participation is
participating in the conversation versus a vote. And we contacted GMA, and it
is correct. They are interpreting it across the board with everybody that
participation includes a vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

They were very clear in the classes that we took.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But you have--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

The term participation--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But you have to be out of the jurisdiction? Or ill.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or ill, right.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Wow.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or physically not able to attend.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

But if they're out there saying that's their interpretation across the state--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

In the newly-elected official training, they're telling newly-elected officials --

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Well, that's new to me. That’s persuasive--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

--and that's day one too. Yeah.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Just out of curiosity, is it GMA only or is it the Attorney General's Office
coming back through and supporting that?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Think you could render an opinion on that? The materials are written by the
GMA and GMA puts it out across the state, and basically, they've interpreted
the participation to where vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I'm just saying how are we going to choose somebody let's say, legally
challenge us. And then what happens?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

New case law.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

You would argue over what the terms of participation meant in that case.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I don't mind using that leverage, but I have had a-- just saying, I don't want to
be cutting a corner like, "Wait a minute, what are you doing again?"

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It's Georgia Municipal Association, so.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

If GMA is out there putting that out, I am comfortable following that
recommendation. I would not want to be the only jurisdiction making that
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interpretation. And I tend to be conservative and if they're out there and all the
jurisdictions are following that across the state -MAYOR PITTMAN

You did all your research the last time it came up, so. Ms. Gates?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Oh, okay. The next just spells out that typically it's a majority vote, but there's
a couple of things under the charter that I think requires a two-thirds vote.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'm sorry. I didn't catch that ending.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That there are a couple of situations where it requires a two-thirds vote and
this doesn't say where. It just says acceptable or you have to have that. The
additions are the council has the ability to defer an item and you have the
ability to table an item. So it just spells out that you can do one or the other. If
you defer, you defer it to a specific date.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And when it's tabled--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

If you table and it's indefinite and someone has to move to bring it back and
then council votes to bring the item back. Public comment just clarifies - you
can read that - how many minutes you have, even if someone yields their time.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

My question is--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

It's three minutes-- oh.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--sorry. I mean, do we really need all this "yield time to other members"?
Can't we just say, "Speakers are limited to three minutes"? I mean, I've never
seen that being a problem with people--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

The current language had yielding time and if you yield time it was only up to
a total of 10 minutes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think it's three minutes, three minutes, three minutes. Whoever chooses to
speak gets up there and speaks--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

For three minutes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--so if somebody-- right. If somebody says you get my minutes, somebody
shouldn't be up there being able to speak for six minutes because somebody
gave them their three minutes. So three minutes, three minutes, three minutes
is my thought.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's my thought, too. And it keeps it simple and you don't have people
going, "Well, I've got three people that yielded my thing so I'm going to stand
up there and rant for three minutes."

MAYOR PITTMAN

And will speak for 10 minutes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

No, I agree. I think three minutes.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Three minutes. Three minutes -- no yielding your time.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That wasn't a new suggestion. That was one that was in there.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I know. I know. I read it in the old one and I was like, argh.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So if we're talking about a public--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Public comments.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Not public comments, but--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Public hearing is different.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Public hearing is different.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's a different thing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yeah, that's different.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's totally different.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

The only other thing--

MAYOR PITTMAN

You get 10 minutes. No matter.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

That's fine.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And every time I speak so you speak the whole 10 minutes, nobody else.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Just a regular meeting the public--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, but prior to the meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--prior to the meeting. I think three minutes is plenty. Everybody that's ever
come up there, I think, got their point across in their three minutes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Hypothetically, what if it's a technical issue?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

And if they -- they're going to talk a lot longer.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

What if it's a technical issue?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

If it's a real technical issue, they would probably ask to have their thing put on
the agenda. As a citizen, I've asked you put me on the agenda about the sign
ordinance when I was working at the church. And I submitted the thing to be
on the agenda as a citizen. And I was on the agenda. Came and did my
presentation to the council about the $250 fee for banner permits for the
church for our Dog Days event.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, that's different. That's a whole different thing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

To Mr. Naser's point, if somebody has a real technical issue that they need a
lot of time, then they can ask to be on the agenda--

MAYOR PITTMAN

And we're not talking about ranting. We're talking about a real item that you
have documentation for.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right, right, right. They can be put on the agenda and present their case.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. So I have changing the language so that there's no dealing. Just take
that out. The only other thing that was in here is that if there was a public
hearing on the same subject if they wanted to talk about it as a public
comment, they would be encouraged to wait for the public hearing.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I do that anyways.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

But it's not mandated. It would just be encouraged. I know this I understand
was discussed before but it would really be good to have speaker comment
cards so that we can get the correct spelling of their names.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

That's a good idea.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yeah, that is a good idea.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We've done that before. We have done that before. It wasn't successful, but
maybe we can handle it differently now. We have done that in the past.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

All right. And that's all that is and we'll take out the dealing. And then there is
a requirement that-- well, I don't know so I would defer to you whether it's a
requirement. But it was already in the policy that if a Council Member or the
Mayor receive $250 in campaign funds from someone, that individual had to
acknowledge that in a disclosure form.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

That's required in the zoning case.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, it's already there.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

So the zoning cases it's--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That's the reason it's taken out of the public comment--
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CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Should be part of the application.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

--but we put it in the public hearing. So that's just moving it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I was little confused reading this language in the paragraph before the
public hearing associated with the adoption of ordinance shall occur at the
meeting prior to the first reading. That sounds like you're going to have to
have three meetings then? You have to have a public hearing, then the first
reading, and then the second reading?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No. Okay, Ms. Koontz down at the public hearing. For one to recommend is
that the public hearing occur the night of the first reading rather than the
second where you adopt because if you don't hear from the public until the
second, you hear something and you want to change the ordinance. We're
either trying to scurry to change it and take a recess during the meeting or then
it gets deferred over or what have you. If you have the public hearing at the
first reading, it’s things that you want to direct the staff to change so that when
the ordinance comes back for you to adopt at the second reading, we've had
the time in between to make those changes. And in the case of zoning, to also
talk to the applicants to make sure that we've got all that in place rather than
trying to do it the night that you're trying to adopt.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, I like that but it says the meeting prior to the first reading. Do you mean
the meeting of the first reading?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Of the first reading. Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, it says the meeting prior to the first reading.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I think they mean prior in the meeting, I think that needs to be clarified.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Reading this, it sounds like at the meeting prior to the first reading. Which
sounds like you'd need to have a public hearing prior to the first reading of the
ordinance prior to the second reading to be--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No. It was meant to just be--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

That language just needs to--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

--at the first reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

--clarified.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That could be--

Packet Pg. 81

Doraville City Council Extended Work Session
1
Monday, December 10, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
Page 36

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

It can be read both ways. I actually--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yeah, no, it was--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because that's the way I read it that it would require three meetings.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No, we're just trying a little bit from the second to the first.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I'm totally in favor of that but if you can just word this a little--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

At the meeting. I think it should be meeting of the first reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes. Instead of prior to the first reading.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Is this for zoning issues?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

This would be any ordinance that requires--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Ordinance?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

A public hearing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Ordinance? Okay. Right, that requires a public hearing.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

And then you just see the language where we moved the $250 to zoning and
not-- or to the public hearing. And then--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I'm sorry, just out of curiosity, on that one where it says applicants are
rezoning actions or individuals who propose a zoning action have contributed
more than $250 to the campaign of an elected official, they shall file a
campaign disclosure form as required at least five days prior to the hearing.
And I guess I've heard an interpretation and I just want to make sure I'm
understanding this. If someone is opposed to a rezoning action and they've
contributed to one of our elections, do they have to fill out a disclosure form
five days in advance otherwise they can't speak?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I'm going to look at that. I want to look at that. My understanding is that is in
the same procedure for an applicant.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It is for an applicant. That's correct.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Let me look at this language. I don't have--
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CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yeah. We just--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

-- policies.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Because I have heard the interpretation where anyone who comes up to speak
for or against it is now being asked to sign that disclosure and then just for
clarity's sake, that's all.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, because here it just says only if they're opposing it. What if somebody
contributed to somebody's campaign and they're for a zoning action?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

The applicant, the way that I've always seen the zoning procedures, is the
applicant has to disclose it. And it's part of the actual language--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Right, but it's not--

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's part of the application.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Right.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I can't imagine if somebody came-- I mean, let me go look at it but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But I mean, what if somebody--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

--if somebody came into a meeting and we started saying, "Hey, fill out this."

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's always been part of the application process.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But what if it's not the applicant but it's still someone who contributed to their
campaign can get up at the microphone and speak for something and it might
be somebody that works for that firm that's not the actual applicant.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Well, if it were related to the firm then it would be agents because they were
all out of the same firm. But if it were just a citizen that wanted to come up
and speak to maybe the campaign, I don't think it requires that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

What about like attorney fee on behalf of the applicant?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But if they had contributed to their campaign, they were opposed to it, they'd
have to-- I think it should work both ways.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

-- I'll go listen, if somebody's interpreting it differently but it's always the
applicant. The law says it's the applicant. Your zoning application has a
checkbox. Have you contributed more than $250?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And I think if you look a little bit further down in that code section, that's
where that reference comes back which is sort of a headscratcher.
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CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I'll go look at that.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
BASCUNANA

The point is not show -- to identify any potential conflicts of interest. So that's
why they could -- it is only really applicable to the applicant.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I'll go and look at that but if you're going to-- before people get up to speak in
the zoning case, get them to fill out a disclosure form? I've not seen it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's good.

MAYOR PITTMAN

No, I've never--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I'll be interested to see where people are doing that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

No, no, no.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We just told the language that had been there.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah, I guess it means beyond --. Like the applicant--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Why don't we just go look at that? I mean, if somebody's doing that, that's
going to be a very cumbersome process. I've never seen that process in
numerous jurisdictions I've been--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes. Would you please?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We will put in whatever Cecil indicates--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Let me go look at that.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

--the laws. Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

So also you can also see what about our neighboring cities down in the city of
Atlanta, or other cities?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I've not been in a city that they hang up disclosure forms to people --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right, right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think that we would --

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

It sounds odd, looks odd. Let's just do it right, that's all. Whatever it is.
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CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Let me look at it. I'll look at that later.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Moving right along.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. We are at the end.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's it?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yeah.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well then, how about that?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

The only question is, is there any--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

This is a big deal.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

--is there any section that-- a new section, or what have you? Otherwise, we'll
go back and clean up, and incorporate your changes from tomorrow.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I think what they suggested is just clarification on submitting items for
discussion.

MAYOR PITTMAN

This is just policies and--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We have all that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--procedures, right? Nothing in the charter.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

There was one question I wanted to--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I mean--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

--now that I remember, we didn't talk about. I think it said something about
the Wednesday before the council meeting is when the agenda's will be ready?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes. Rather than Fridays before.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I guess in years past, there was a concern --

MAYOR PITTMAN

We're talking about the terminology which has been used in a negative way.
Where it says, "Mayor is ceremonial," needs to be removed, because that is
utterly ridiculous. The term, I know where Lenny was trying to go with it, but-

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I hate that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I hate that too. I hate that. That needs to be removed.
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CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

That's in a lot of them, but actually that--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

"Ambassador of the city," as far as I'm concerned.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, ceremonial needs to--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

That's part of the-- part of the -- not all.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, that's right. But it's been used since so-- is that's what we were all
talking about, they've been. It's been used so negatively.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yeah, I think people stand up and they try to degrade the mayor by saying that
as a negative term. I mean, I've always, always hated that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But that would require going to the state legislature, right?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Actually, you can move your charter to home rule, as long as it's not changing
your form of government. So you probably could do that. It requires an
enhanced level of notice and hearing, but it can be done.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

If you all want to do it I wouldn't be opposed to that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I want to amend it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah, I'd be fine with doing that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Hear, hear.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Everybody go, "Hear, hear, hear."

MAYOR PITTMAN

Hear, hear, hear.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, seriously, guys. If you all want to do that, I'm all --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Let's look at that the 1st of the year. We don't need to mess with that right
now.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, that's right, but that's something--

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's certainly something that's been used in such a negative and nasty way.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, it'd be like saying that any of us are ceremonial part-time council
members. I mean, I know I'm doing the work. I'd be upset if I was-- as much
time as you spend having that said to you.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. Thank you. All right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Okay, so one item I had noticed here then I don't think we talked about it, that
the deadline to turn in agenda items is going to be the Wednesday before the
Friday.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We're going to go back --

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--and revisit that. We're going to revisit that and bring it back.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well no. This one is that we will give the-- we staff will give the agenda to the
city council on the Wednesday before the meeting. Right now it says two
Fridays before.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And so in years past, it was a large concern from the residents that we had an
open accessible government. And I know back in the day, we were not
publishing our agendas online for residents. But it is helpful to get those in
advance as possible so that we have time to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yeah, Wednesday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

--review that. And my perspective is sort of-- I know the staff has many
constraints, and if it doesn't make it on that agenda, then there is another
agenda coming up that we can-- as we just talked about having you in a
special call if need be, if it doesn't work out for the calendar, --

MAYOR PITTMAN

I actually think, Robert, having the two meetings now versus the three is going
to help that immensely. The problem is the three meetings. You have this --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But Robert's concerned about the length of time, the concept, but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I just want to make sure that one, we have an opportunity to review it, and as
well as the residents have it out there to them, so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Well, the Wednesday before the Monday meeting I will tell you is doable.
Two Fridays before--

MAYOR PITTMAN

No.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

That was ridiculous.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And that was a --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No that was. And to your case, being on paper, will you be okay if you could
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

It was --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--or Thursday--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Hey.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--and pick it up?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I expected it on Wednesday, or Thursday--

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Or Friday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

--or Friday.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right. No, I know what you're saying, I--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

It's just --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I've had agenda things that got thrown on the day of that-- or packets that
got changed, and -- So I know what you're saying. I think since we voted to
cut you all some slack from the number of meetings, I hope that there's a
compromise here that we'll be able to get the whole packets the Wednesday
before the meetings.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

As I said, the Wednesday is doable. Two Fridays before is not in order to give
you completed staff work and not do it together.

V.

CITY MANAGER'S UPDATES AND COMMENTS

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. Well, thank you, Ms. Gates. You did an outstanding job. I do want
to introduce you to someone that you might not know. So those of you that
were at the meeting knows, but Joe Penney has been presented by DeKalb
County CEO. All cities got one, and it's for SPLOST, so your pennies are at
work.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So they hand-delivered this to me. I was all excited, because the staff said,
"Here, you got a present in here and it's big." And I was like, "Wow, let me
go." So it came out of the office and there was Joe Penney waiting on me.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, I've got a picture of it today.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Because he said, "Be sure the mayor gets it."
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COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

That's so cute.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So yeah, and it's cute. If there's no further comments, if you'd like to make
your picture with Joe Penney, please feel free.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Just to say we are opening at 10:00 tomorrow, the city office is, because of the
anticipated weather.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And all DeKalb schools are delaying their opening as well--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Two hours.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--for two hours, so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

It's supposed to be sunny.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. So--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Once the sun comes out.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Black ice tonight.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So all right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Happy holidays, everybody.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes, absolutely. Happy holidays.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Happy holidays.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Happy holidays to everyone.

VI.

ADJOURNMENT

MAYOR PITTMAN

Motion to adjourn?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So moved.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Motion to adjourn.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the role, please.

CITY CLERK RAQUEL
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
PAM FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
ROBERT PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman.

COUNCIL MEMBER
JOSEPH GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser.

COUNCIL MEMBER
MD A NASER

Yeah.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard.

COUNCIL MEMBER
SHANNON HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz.

COUNCIL MEMBER
STEPHE KOONTZ

Here. Yes, yes.

There being no further business to come before the City Council, the Extended Work Session adjourned at 7:45
p.m.

Packet Pg. 90

2

The January 22, 2019 City Council Regular Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m.
I. CALL TO ORDER
MAYOR DONNA
PITTMAN

Meeting come to order. Welcome to everyone tonight. We actually have some
special guests I want to recognize. We have first the Japanese Consulate, Deputy
Consul General, the Center for Pan Asian Community Services, and the Georgia
Asian Pacific American Association, and Asian American Advancing Justice from
Atlanta. And we have numerous community members here tonight. So we're so glad
all of you came out on this very cold night. So welcome.

II. ROLL CALL
MAYOR DONNA
PITTMAN

Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK RAQUEL D.
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER PAM
FLEMING

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
JOSEPH GEIERMAN

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER MD A.
NASER

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
ROBERT PATRICK

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
SHANNON R. HILLARD

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
STEPHE KOONTZ

Here.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Mayor Pittman?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Here.

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
MAYOR PITTMAN

Please rise for the pledge.
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

IV. OFFICIAL TO READ THE RULES OF CONDUCT
MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Madam Clerk, please read the official rules of conduct.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

All rules of conduct as adopted by Council shall be adhered to at all times while the
meeting is in progress. All participants shall conduct themselves in a professional
and courteous manner at all times. Remarks should be professional and personal
attacks on or disparaging remarks about Council Members, staff, or the public shall
not be tolerated. Private conversations should be held outside the Council Chambers.
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Please wait until the conclusion of the meeting to approach Members of Council and
the Mayor. An individual violating the rules of decorum may be removed from the
meeting at the direction of the Mayor. Thank you.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you.

V. APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA
MAYOR PITTMAN

Unless there's any questions or comments, I need approval of meeting agenda,
please.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion. Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you so much.

VI. PRESENTATION
1. A Proclamation to Recognize National School Choice Week.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Next, we have three proclamations to recognize several different events or items. The
first is a proclamation to honor and celebrate commemorating School Choice Week.
You all know how important education is and how important schools are and how
important it is for your community to be able to have choices. So we want to
recognize that as being very important for the City of Doraville. And I'm going to
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read this proclamation. Whereas all children in the Doraville, Georgia should have
access to the highest quality education possible and whereas the City of Doraville,
Georgia recognizes the important role that an effective education plays in preparing
all students in Doraville to be successful adults, and whereas quality education is
critically important to the economic vitality of the City of Doraville, and whereas the
City of Doraville is home to a multitude of excellent education options which parents
can choose from, their children-- and whereas educational variety not only helps to
diversify our economy but also enhances the vibrancy of our community, and
whereas our area has many high-quality teaching professionals who are committed to
educating our children, and whereas School Choice Week is celebrated across the
country by millions of students, parents, educators, schools, and organizations to
raise awareness of the need for effective educational options, now therefore, I, Mayor
Pittman, on behalf of the City Council, do hereby recognize January 20th to the 26th
2019 as School Choice Week.
Again, this is very important and we are very excited to have a new elementary
school that will be coming to Doraville. So that is very, very exciting for us. And we
certainly want to recognize all forms of education, from charter schools to public
schools. They're all very important to our community.
2. A Proclamation to Recognize Korematsu Day.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Next, we want to recognize an American citizen whose parents were Japanese
immigrants. And we're going to be recognizing Korematsu. Make sure I don't butcher
that name, Korematsu. This is a proclamation recognizing Fred Korematsu Day in
Doraville. Whereas the story of Mr. Fred T. Korematsu an American citizen whose
parents were Japanese immigrants is a reminder that everyday citizens standing on
their convictions for the greater good can be a catalyst for change. And whereas in
1942, at only 23 years old, after enduring years of discrimination based on his
Japanese ancestry, Mr. Korematsu was arrested and convicted for not complying
with an Executive Order 9066, which ordered Japanese Americans into internment
camps during World War II, regardless of their citizenship. And
whereas Mr. Korematsu bravely appealed his conviction before the United States
Supreme Court, which is considered a landmark case in the nation's fight for civil
liberties. And whereas despite losing his appeal before the Supreme Court he
continued to fight for the basic civil rights of persons of diverse communities.
Whereas in 1983 a pro bono legal team - which included the Asian Law Caucus was assembled to reopen Mr. Korematsu's 40-year-old case for the basis of
government misconduct. And whereas Mr. Korematsu's conviction was overturned in
a federal court in San Francisco in 1984 proving to be a pivotal moment in the
history of the United States. Whereas today Mr. Fred Korematsu is regarded as a
civil rights hero his life's work continues to be celebrated today. And on behalf of the
City of Doraville Council, we do hereby proclaim January 30th, 2019 to be Fred
Korematsu's Day in Doraville. And we urge our residents to remember the legacy
and work as we continue to work in building a more just society for all.

3. A Proclamation Celebrating Arbor Day 2019.
MAYOR PITTMAN

And next, we want to celebrate Arbor Day 2019. We did celebrate this weekend by
planting trees at two of our schools, two of our local schools. And we appreciate
everyone coming out because it was rainy. And wasn't too cold but it was a pretty
nasty day. And we had a wonderful turnout, a great variety of the community and
Council Members that came out and we appreciate that. So I'm going to try to read
this really quick. Where is it? 1872, J. Sterling Morton proposed to the Nebraska
Board of Agriculture that a special day be set aside for the planting of trees and
whereas this holiday - called Arbor Day - was first observed with the planting of
more than a million trees in Nebraska-- excuse me. And whereas trees can reduce the
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erosion of our precision topsoil by wind and water, cut heating and cooling cost,
moderate the temperature, clean the air, produce life-giving oxygen, and provide
habitat for wildlife. Whereas trees - wherever they are planted - are a source of
shade, beauty, and revitalization. And again, on behalf of the City Council, we want
to recognize the Friday, February 15 is Arbor Day for the City of Doraville. So
again, it's very important. And we have many other tree projects coming up. So if
you didn't come out this time, it is a lot of fun; it's very rewarding and we hope that it
will not be raining. So we appreciate everything.
VII. PUBLIC COMMENT
MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, next is public comment. Anyone wishing to make public comment, please
come forward and state your name for the Clerk-- the Clerk. I almost said the court
reporter because we used to have a court reporter. But please state your name for the
Clerk and you have three minutes. Anyone wishing to speak, please come forward.

MS. VICTORIA HUYNH

Hello. Good evening, City Council Members and everyone. Victoria Huynh with the
Center for Pan Asian Community Services. And I just wanted to give special thanks
to the City of Doraville and the Mayor and City Council Members - including
Councilwoman Koontz - just for the recognition of an Asian American civil rights
activism hero who objected to the internment of Japanese Americans in World War
II. So we appreciate the recognition. And to also recognize Fred Korematsu Day of
Civil Liberties and the Constitution on January 30 in recognizing that day - on his
birthday as well - in the City of Doraville. And this really reaffirms to us - the Center
for Pan Asian Community Services - that his legacy and the importance of protecting
civil liberties for marginalized communities is still something that we need to
recognize and in moving forward continue to do, to protect civil liberties for
marginalized communities. We're just a proud partner and we just appreciate City of
Doraville for taking the time to recognize such an incredible hero for the Asian
American community.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you very much. Anyone else wishing to make public comment? All right, this
might be a first. We only had one speaker. Wow. All right. So at this time, we're
going to close this portion. We're going to bring it back up to the Council.

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approval of the November 14, 2018 Extended Work Session Minutes.
2. Approval of the January 7, 2019 City Council Meeting Minutes.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Next is a consent agenda. We only have two items: the approval of the November 14,
2018 extended work session minutes, and for the approval of this January 7, 2019
City Council Meeting minutes. If there's no comments, the motion can pass, please.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.
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CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER MD A.
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you very much.

IX. PUBLIC HEARING
1. CUP-18-08. 5280 Buford Highway (Suites G & H). Applicant Jose Flores for San Felipe
Telemedicine Services, LLC seeks a conditional use permit (CUP) to operate a medical clinic within an
existing one-story shopping center in the T-5 (Urban Center) zoning district. (FIRST READ)
MAYOR PITTMAN

The next is going to be two public hearings. In these public hearings we will hear
from staff. If the applicant is here or representative of applicant, we will have him
come forward. And if the Council has questions, we will have them ask questions.
And then we will open the public hearings, one being for and then one being against.
You have 10 minutes for each. I'll elaborate a little bit more as we get into that. But
first we're going to open this. And by the way, it is recommended that we waive the
first read on both of these tonight because of time constraints with this pass opening
these businesses. So the first one is a CUP-18-08, 5280 Buford Highway, Suites G
and H. The applicant Jose Flores. Is Mr. Flores here or a representative?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR ENRIQUE
BASCUÑANA

Representative's here.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Thank you.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Good evening. Enrique Bascuñana, Director of Community Development. I have
before you a presentation which highlights or gives an overview of what was in the
staff report that was in your packet that also included the applicant's application. So
what is before you tonight is for a conditional use permit to operate, a conditional use
permit to operate a medical clinic for a property that's nearby here on Buford
Highway. And the zoning designation is the T-5, the transit five zoning district. The
applicant is Jose Flores of San Felipe Telemedicine Services.
This is a zoning map where the blue star that represents the property on our zoning
designation. So it's the T-5. This is almost across the street from the Pinetree Plaza
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shopping center. And this is just the plat, county plat that shows the building
footprints. And then we have an aerial photograph; and the star represents the
location of the tenant space in the shopping center. So it's towards the rear of the
shopping center. This is a view-- and the shopping center's pine West-- Pinetree West
Shopping Center. So this is the proposed tenant space. Here's a close-up. Previously,
in years past, there was another clinic that operated at this location but the property
has since been vacant for several years. So these are other photographs. This is the
tenant space and the site layout. This is the floor plan in the bottom right. It shows
the entrance into the office with a central lobby space. And then the layout is broken
up into several office spaces.
The surrounding businesses in the same shopping center include some restaurants, a
salon, a pharmacy, an upholstery business, an insurance business, and such.
So this property is also surrounded by other shopping centers across the street. As I
mentioned before, it's the Pinetree Plaza shopping center. There are other commercial
uses surrounding or abutting this property in the rear. It backs up to a multi-family
development, the Wynchase Apartments.
The proposed manners of operation are Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. They would have a staff of four full-time employees in addition to the
medical doctor. And they currently operate several other clinics. I believe they are in
Texas. And the applicant's representative can speak to their operations.
The staff recommendation was approval with conditions. The three conditions were
that they provide-- my eyesight is a-- I'm going to have to get some glasses I think in
the future. It's hard to see the screen from far away. But the three conditions are that
the medical clinic shall provide only outpatient services. No overnight care shall be
provided. That they stripe two truck-loading spaces on the property. Currently, the
property can accommodate the spaces but they're not striped. And that they also plant
two understory trees in the landscape strip that is at the back of the sidewalk between
the two driveway curb cuts. And this is in an effort to reduce the degree of nonconformity and bring them more under compliance of the tree ordinance.
This went before the Planning Commission and their recommendation was to support
those conditions. So they also recommended adding an additional requirement that
their signage be placed in English with the allowance for Spanish as a secondary
language. I don't include that as a recommendation because in our sign ordinance
there is language specifically that deals with-- and it's highlighted in blue; but our
sign ordinance currently says, "Nothing in this section shall be constructed to
prohibit business identification signs in foreign languages or by using foreign
symbols or letters but only in addition to the requirements of subparagraph one
which speaks to symbols and so forth. The signage permitted under this shall be
placed below the signage required." And so they're required to have a signage in
English; and then they can have a secondary sign below that. So I don't think it's
necessary to add that as a condition.
That’s a-- If there are any questions, I can answer those. Or the applicant can.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms. Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No. I haven't-- have a question for them. Is there a representative?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Sir, would you move forward to state your name please?

MR. PHILIP HOOVER

Yes. I'm Phillip Hoover from the law firm Smith Gambrell and I'm here on behalf of
the applicant tonight. So I can entertain any questions but I also just wanted to point
out a handful of things if I could.
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This business is specifically geared towards providing affordable medical care to
specifically the Latino community. And all four of the permanent employees will be
bilingual. And it's kind of a unique business design. It's doing well in Texas. They've
served over 30,000 patients there. It’s a-- What they do is they have people who-- the
employees conduct the-- conduct the physical inspection on the clients who come in.
And then, via teleconference they bring in the doctor who will make the diagnosis
and then ultimately, if necessary, call in prescriptions to the local pharmacies.
So in doing that - without having to have too many doctors on staff - they're able to
control cost. And so it really is a great model for cost control. It's also in keeping
with overlay district that encourages minority and the diversity of Buford Highway.
So I think that it really is a good use for this. It's also not a-- this facility, this
building was also used as a medical facility in the past. So it's not any sort of jarring
change and there's no external change to the building. It really is just a remodel and a
re-establishment of a business that I think is going to be great for the community.
MAYOR PITTMAN

That certainly is not new. I have actually heard of that. So it seems to be a growing
trend.

MR. HOOVER

It's a growing trend. There’s actually-- It's legal in Georgia; it's legal in all 50 States.
And there actually is Medicare coverage to support this type of medical service.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I have two questions for him and then need to ask Enrique some questions also.
They're renting this location? They're not buying it? Correct?

MR. HOOVER

That's correct.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay. And secondly, the Planning Commission requested two, I believe it was trucks
loading spaces? Is there a required-- I mean, do you have loading things that you
have to have? I mean, medical supplies and so forth? Since this is more of a viewing
of your patients versus delivery-service type thing.

MR. HOOVER

No. My understanding is that that was something that was being asked basically of
the landlord to approve that facility. There won’t be-- Well. there's no need for this
business to actually have the loading space. But I understand that it was a request--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

From the landlord?

MR. HOOVER

--and that it's something that's been agreed to.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay. Thank you. Enrique, in regards to the crape myrtles, that's also in regards to
the owner-- on top of the owner's responsibility, not a renter's. So I’m-- I'm not in
favor of a renter - regardless of what type of business they're in - having to put trees
as a, you know, condition to approval. Right? I'm not in agreement with that at all. If
the owner is requesting, we need to know that.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

So I have spoken with Halpern Enterprises - which is the owner of the property - and
the representative Jimmy Cushman regarding these conditions and he is in support of
those conditions. The reason for the truck loading is in order to accommodate the
shopping center as a whole in the operations. We’re going to ensure that there would
be successful operations, not only with the other businesses but also this business
that brings in additional customers; that there are no issues with traffic flow and
traffic circulation and with where the placement of the trucks would occur to
accommodate the other business of the shopping center. So really it was intended to
improve the overall operations.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay. And the trees?
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COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

And the trees also to kind of reduce our degree of non-conformity. So in speaking
with the property owner, they were okay with these conditions. And so that's why
we've moved forward with these recommendations.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

They requested the conditions? The owner or we or--

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

The staff reached out to the property owner to gain their support in these conditions.
So this is a request by the staff--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

To put it on the back of the renter?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Well, it could be the renter or the property owner. In this instance, I believe the
property owner will decide to make those improvements.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Oh, okay. All right.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Did you get my question about the bus stop? Because I watched the Planning
Commission meeting. They indicated, "No, we're not going to really be increasing
the traffic in this parking lot." Which, honestly, every time I've gone in that parking
lot it's been jam-packed full of cars. So there's not really a lot more capacity there in
general. But it's most of the people who are going to be taking the 39 bus. I was
driving by the other day and saw two people standing out in the rain, you know,
being drenched, basically. And we're going to see an uptick in that. And my question
to you was about a bus shelter, you know, as a requirement and whether that was,
you know, something that we could include and whether you talked to Halpern about
that.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

So that, I will have to admit that I read the email and I got caught up with other
things and so it sort of went past me. In terms of bus shelters in general, my
experience - having worked in the City of Atlanta - is that we have to really work
with MARTA to identify placement because the routes change over time. And I think
it would be-- and the shelters can be costly undertaking. And so I think it may be
something that we need to work through separately and not place this as a burden on
the applicant.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I met with MARTA just recently. And they do have in their budget for some new
shelters, among other things that they are going to be doing as far as beautification.
So-- Joseph and I talked and it might be good of us to say, "Could we become part of
that budget that you are proposing for the new shelters?" And they had told me the
upkeep is done by businesses that sponsor the shelters so that might be another
avenue once they agree maybe to do it.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Yeah. I think that's something that holistically we can look throughout the entire
corridor, most of our major corridors to work with them to identify where we can add
shelters. The program that they have in the City of Atlanta is actually a partnership
with the city, with MARTA, and an advertising company whereby the advertising
company owns-- pays for the structures and in exchange they have the right to
advertise and to generate revenue. And with that revenue there's a percentage mix
that goes to the City of Atlanta and to MARTA. And so that's a program that longterm I think we should consider as a way to mitigate costs to us but also improve our
transportation and connectivity throughout.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, I'll just say the 39 - which is the MARTA route that goes down Buford
Highway - is the most used route within the MARTA system. I don't think they're
going to change that particular route anytime soon. They may change individual
stops but if this stop is going to be generating that much more extra traffic I think it
does-- it does-- it is something we should be looking at.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Yes, all right.

MR. HOOVER

Can I address the additional traffic? If I could just quickly address the traffic. The
facilities in Texas average anywhere from 5 to 10 patients per day. And that's what
we anticipate here, based on this business model. So it's not a huge amount of traffic
that the clinic will actually cause. And then, the expansion, at maximum may
anticipate maybe 20 people a day would be there to visit. What I would ask is, while
I think that my client would agree 100% that the comfort of the patients is something
that they are critically interested in and-- but I would ask that the CUP not be made
contingent upon this because it is good to involve negotiations with a third
party. And we ultimately don't have control over MARTA or where they might
choose to allow these facilities to go. So I can tell you on behalf of my client that
there's a willingness there - and obviously because it's in the interest of their business
and their clients - but I would just ask that we separate that process from the
CUP. Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Several years ago we investigated having bus tops, you know, canopy-type bus stops
and with advertisement. And Legal told us-- not this particular group, but Legal told
us that we could not dictate what type of advertisement went on it because we would
not own them. And we backed away from it because it could be any type of
advertisements that the city would not approve of. And so, you know, it is entirely up
to the-- if we go forward with any of this - not necessarily for you as a client but
forward as a city - we need to look into that as well. And at presently, I don't believe
right outside Pinetree West that they even have a bus stop there.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

No, they do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

They do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Oh, okay. And it's easy to be able to get the usage report from them, from MARTA,
to determine whether-- that's how they determine whether a bus stop - some type of
configuration, even a bench - is deserving of that particular location because they
don't put them at everything, every location.

MAYOR PITTMAN

She's correct on everything because you cannot control the content. However, I do
believe our best bet is to reach out to MARTA and just speak with them because it
would be really up to them if they're going to do --

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

All I would ask from your client is if you're able to speak with them about this and
have them go to the landlord and just ask about-- this would be an amenity for our
patients. And I'll talk to Halpern on my end as well.

MR. HOOVER

Absolutely, yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Okay. My question is, it's going to be no physical provider will be present at that
location?
Packet Pg. 99

2
Doraville City Council Regular Meeting
Monday, January 22, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
Page 10

MR. HOOVER

That is correct. No medical provider, but the staff will be trained to conduct the
exams. But the physician will be physically located at another place. So he'll be
available via teleconference.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Okay. Second question is, the insurer on that paper and the gentleman who applied
for it does not matching-- the information does not matching which is the-- insurer is
San Felipe Telemundo Services. But here are the Ananth Srikrishnan, MD.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think that's like--

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's the liability insurance, Mr. Naser.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I'm just trying to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

-- the legal entity that is the--

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yeah, I'm just trying to make sure the--

MAYOR PITTMAN

It doesn't have to be though.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Okay. That's all. Thank you.

MR. HOOVER

All right. Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

My question is, the four members of the staff that will be there full-time, are they
nurse practitioners?

MR. HOOVER

They don't have to be nurse practitioners. They're simply trained to perform the
exams. So not necessarily nurse practitioners. It could be a nurse or it could be
somebody who's just a PA. And so in terms of the-- in terms of who they actually
hire, I'm not sure exactly what the hire criteria are. I know they will not be
physicians. And they will not be able to write prescriptions.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Okay. I understand that. Because I saw in there that they are going to be providing
vaccinations to the clients that are there, so.

MR. HOOVER

That's correct.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I do believe that you have to have some kind of medical background in order to
administer vaccinations.

MR. HOOVER

I believe that at a minimum they'll either be nurses or they'll be like physician's
assistants.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Okay. And then, are there any kind of gynecological procedures?

MR. HOOVER

Not to my knowledge.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Okay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms. Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I want to mirror what Joseph said. And you were saying how many patients a day?
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MR. HOOVER

5 to 10 is what they're averaging in their-- they have three facilities in Texas. That's
what they're averaging. That's what they anticipate here with potential expansion up
to 20 a day, 20 to 30.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

As I see they've got six examination rooms. So you're only going to have one person
in a room a day but they're going to build six rooms that--

MR. HOOVER

They're hopeful.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I just have a feeling there's going to be a lot more people here than 5 or 10 a day.
And given the parking situation there, my concern is - like Joseph said - there's going
to be a lot of people coming on the bus. And I think it would be a bad look for our
city to have 15 people sitting out there in the rain waiting for the bus with-- and I
don't even think there's a bench there. And I mean, that's-- I know people are saying
MARTA is responsible for this but on some level I feel like your business is going to
be generating this traffic. And that in doing that you are sharing some of the
responsibility for having this amenity there for the patients. And so I don't know
what that looks like but-- or how that can get resolved but that's my main concern is
that there's nowhere for people to wait for the bus.

MR. HOOVER

I understand. I also know that from the-- just from the shear zoning, the strip mall is
required to have at least 55 spots. I believe they have 68. So from a parking
standpoint, under your code they actually already exceed the number of spaces
they're required to have. But I understand your concern is beyond that and it's--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Specifically, you're going to be serving minority, I mean-- it's supposed to be a
budget thing for minorities that-- affordable. And more than likely the people that are
going to be accessing this type of healthcare probably don't have a car. And so I
mean, I'm just--

MAYOR PITTMAN

And I agree with both of you and I actually have a business relationship with Mr.
Cushman and Halpern Enterprises so I, too, could reach out. I feel certain that if Mr.
Cushman-- I know he has a relationship with MARTA as well. So I think perhaps if
we could just suggest to him maybe to reach out and see what he can get and see if
he can form some form of partnership there to help that situation. And I don't mind Joseph too - we could reach out and speak to them, if that would make you feel
better. Because I'm certain that--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well I mean, I'm not saying that we could put that as a condition of this.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--not as a condition--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But I wanted to voice that concern and so that your client understands, too, that this
is important to us and kind of, I guess, in good faith. I want to be a good member of
the community. That's a need we have at this location that they're moving into and
I'm hoping they'll be here for 10 or 15 years or more. And I'm sure they do, too. And
so kind of as a partnership, I think that would be a very good-faith effort for them to
help us figure out a solution to this.

MR. HOOVER

Oh, and I'm sure that my client will totally agree. Because again, they want to make
this experience as good for their clients as possible --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right.

MR. HOOVER

--and grow their business--
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

If they have to sit out there in the rain they're not going to come back.

MR. HOOVER

Exactly.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or they're may go somewhere where there is a bus shelter.

MR. HOOVER

Right. Again, I would just reemphasize, I hope that the CUP application is not made
contingent upon that because there are --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, no, no--

MR. HOOVER

-- elements beyond our control. But I can go ahead speak for my client and tell you
that we will work with you to get some solution.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Thank you.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I just had a curious question, actually. The doctors, these doctors that are on-call, are
these consistent, the same doctors? Or you can go online and get the online doctors
and you may get whoever might be online at the time?

MR. HOOVER

So right now it's a sole doctor relationship with this particular clinic. Srikrishna, I
believe is the doctor's name who will be the attending physician here. And he has
duties at other clinics. And so that's why it makes efficient use of his time for him to
participate via teleconference.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Thank you very much. At this time we're going to open the public hearing
portion. So I'm going to ask for those wishing to speak for first. If you're wishing to
speak for come forward. You have 10 minutes. That's 10 minutes total. So if you
speak for the full 10 minutes that means no one else will get to speak. So anyone
wishing to speak for, please come forward and state your name for the clerk. Anyone
wishing to speak for?
All right. Close that portion and now open to those wishing to speak against. The
same applies. Anyone wishing to speak against, please come forward. All right. So
I'm going to bring you back up to the tables. Is there anything additional from
Council?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Before we make a motion I just want to comment that even 10 or 12 clients as the
applicant has mentioned, that's per day. It's not coming all at one time. So we need to
consider that as well. Though I believe working on the bus stop situation or some
type of canopy is a good one and could be done outside of the condition.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Wonderful. There's a recommendation because of the time constraint that we waive
the first read. Anyone wishing to entertain the motion to waive the first read?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'd like to make a motion of waive the first reading on CUP number 18-08 which is
5280 Buford Highway, Suites G and C, for San Felipe Telemedicine-- Services.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Do I get a second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I pass.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Would you like me to come back?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Come back to me, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Next. Thank you. All right next anybody wishing to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, we can't.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Oh, no. We can't.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

We're not going any further.

CITY ATTORNEY CECIL
MCLENDON

First read has to --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

A discussion, we are not trying to table it. I mean we are not trying to waive any,
anything at all. Let's do it next week or next--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Next month.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Next month.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Next month, which is going to hold up the business.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

The business has to wait a month?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Can we set a special, a special called meeting?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

You know, I-- I said this from the very beginning - when we were working on the
calendar - that we should have a regular meeting hearing like we always did.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We can also call--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And we wouldn't be getting bogged.

MAYOR PITTMAN

May I ask if there is a reason for you-- would you like to explain your reason behind
that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

What more information do you need?

MAYOR PITTMAN

What else do you need? Maybe he might be able to provide it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Alright, I’m going to-- I'm going to change my vote to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Motion to reconsider.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

--motion to reconsider.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Do you have any information though that we can provide?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

No, it's okay. I'll discuss it later on. I'm going to motion to reconsider this--

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I think that during the pendency of this discussion if you wanted to just change that
vote it would be okay without going through a motion.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

So if you're choosing to just say you want to change that vote I think you can do that
without a motion to reconsider because we have not completed the discussion on
this. So if you want to change that to a-- you want to agree, I think it's fine without
going through another motion.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I will change the motion to agree. To yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Then you're sure there's no additional information we can try to get for you?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

No. That's okay. I'll discuss it later on with our staff and our Councils.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Call the roll, please.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

We passed for the waiver.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We’re good. We waived.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. We're good, okay. I thought we had to do it again. All right. So now, motion
to-- does anyone want to make a motion?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'd like to make a motion to approve CUP number 18-09. Whoops. No, hold on a
second.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

08.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

08. See, already put it away. 08. For 5280 Buford Highway, Suites G and C, for San
Felipe Telemedicine Center of Services to offer a conditional use permit to operate a
medical clinic within an-- within an existing one-story shopping center in the T-5
zoning district with the conditions the listed as that, as staff has recommended.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

-- three conditions.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Do I get a second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

With the three conditions, yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

No.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes five-one.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Thank you. All right sir, thank you.
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MR. HOOVER

Thank you.

2. CUP-18-09. 6035 Peachtree Road, Suite C-220, Peachtree Pavilion Shopping Center. Applicant 4O4
Esports, LLC seeks a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) within the C-2 (General Business) zoning district
to operate an indoor recreation establishment (Esports Arcade). (FIRST READ)
MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. Next is a CUP-18-09, 6035 Peachtree Road, Suite C-220, Peachtree
Pavilion Shopping Center. Applicant 4O4 Esports. Is there a representative here?
Hang tight for just a minute. Welcome. Welcome, glad to see you back.

MS. TARA CAMERON

Thank you.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

So I also have a presentation on the screen that I'll go over briefly. This-- The
applicant 4O4 Esports LLC is seeking a conditional use permit to operate an indoor
recreation facility - Esports Arcade, which is a video gaming facility - in the C-2
zoning district for the property over at Peachtree Pavilion which is 6035 Peachtree
Road. They'd be on the second floor in Suite C-220. This is a zoning map of the area
and the star represents the location, the approximate location on the property. This
property abuts the Assembly development. This is the shopping center that also has
the H Mart store, retail center over there. This is the county-- showing the building
footprint and the outline. And the star represents the placement approximately in the
building. This is an aerial photograph. Let me get closer. This is a photograph-- an
existing floor plan is shown on the right hand side. This is the space, photographs of
the interior currently. And so they're proposing the space is approximately 1,580
square feet. There would be a reception check-in area and then there would be eight
gaming stations and each station would have a table and two chairs and monitors. I
think we have an image that illustrates graphically sort of at each station, what it
would look like.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Surrounding businesses in the shopping center, including the H Mart, as well as a
bakery, the beauty supply store, several beauty salons, fitness studio, health nutrition
store, real estate agency, travel agency, some physician offices and such. And this
also abuts the BrandsMart department store.
Surrounding business are BrandsMart, Hennessy Lexus of Atlanta, the Nalley
INFINITI and Nissan dealerships and then as I mentioned the future Assembly
mixed-use development.
The proposed hours of operation are from Sunday to Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 11:00
p.m. The staff are the nine rotating employees and the applicant. This is their first
entrepreneurial venture. And-- I can-- They're here to speak more as to their reasons,
appearance, and their vision for this business.
This went before the Planning Commission on the January 19. The Commission
recommended to approve. At that time staff would not have any recommended
conditions. I am presenting this evening to recommend limiting hours to be
consistent with our alcohol hours. And the applicant has indicated that they do not
intend to serve alcohol at any event. That they do or do not, for purposes of just
monitoring our business hours has to be similar to hours as if they were on-site
consumption, with the exception of allowing them to open at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Before we’re going any further, is there a resolution attached to this somewhere?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

A resolution?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Resolution?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Like the--

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

No. The standard protocol when it's applicants that are coming before you, there isn't
a resolution, per se. What we have is a legislative paper that comes afterwards, after
the outcome from the Council. And we have the signatures that occur with the Mayor
and our City Attorneys and City Clerk for the records. And that is the official record
of the outcome of the meeting.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

So the hours I have here in the slide here are just as a reference. So hours for alcohol
are Monday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., Sundays 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
a.m. So this is consistent with the hours that the applicants propose with the caveat
that they are allowed to open at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday. If they choose to pursue an
alcohol license, they'll have to comply fully within the hours of the alcohol ordinance
for alcohol sales.
So that concludes my presentation. I'll take any questions and applicant's here as
well.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Once again, it's one of those things that's really taking off all over the country, so.
Ms. Fleming, did you have questions?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Sir, if you'd like to come up, please?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Enrique, if-- if they so wanted to - have alcohol or beer or whatever - wouldn't then
the space have to be then also up to our standards for a kitchen, an ice machine, cup-so forth and so on?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Yes. So our alcohol ordinance right now requires that-- to obtain an alcohol license
they would have to serve food. The percentage mix-- is 60/40 percent of food sales to
alcohol sales. And so they would have to come in compliance. Which means, in this
instance, building out a kitchen and so forth.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay. That's the question I have for you. Now I have a question for the applicant.
Though I am the oldest one here, recently - when I say recently, I think six months
ago maybe - in Florida I believe it was, they had an esports or some other sports
video thing that went on where 20, 30 people were shot. Is that the type of video
arcade that you're going to be having where there's competing with other people?

MR. GREG LANCETTE

First of all, good evening City Council Members--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Speak up just a little, if you don't mind.

MR. LANCETTE

So to answer your question, it's similar to that as far as the fact that it's a competitive
gaming venue. But that's really nothing you can control. I mean, we'll take
procedures as far as trying to have extra security working with Doraville city police
at late hours. I know that the H Mart does that as well. But I mean, that's really
something you have no control over. If someone just decides they're going to go to a
school or a business or-- so it's not as if what we do is inviting that type of danger to
anyone.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

No. I'm not suggesting that. But the competitive mind tends to be aggressive. And I
was just curious as to whether your business was in that type of business.

MR. LANCETTE

I understand. So I mean, it is competitive sports. So esports is technically-- it's just
electronic sports. So they're always competitive. I'm familiar with that case that
you're referencing. Apparently, that individual had a history of mental illness. But I
mean, it is a competition. That's what we're about, so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

But you're going to have competition matches at your location?

MR. LANCETTE

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Okay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That one, I believe, actually started with that particular person with people online
before it ever got to the level that was like a festival as well.

MR. LANCETTE

Right. And that's one thing, too. I'm familiar with that competition. It's run by
Madden.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes.

MR. LANCETTE

They're not as strict - well, I'm sure they are now - as far as like bullying and
everything. We have rules in place. It's on our website. It will be on the registration
website as well, that tells you about our protocol as far as the accepted behavior in
our facility and what you would be doing to get yourself ejected and permanently
removed. So I understand from the history of that case, he had a history of being
bullied and it was just something that was kind of building up, building up, building
up. And no one really stepped in and did anything about it. And it's unfortunate that
had to happen. But again, it's just something that we have no control over as far as
taking extra security measures.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Thank you. Mr. Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, we had an opportunity to speak a few weeks ago. And, you know, like I said
then, I'm excited that you're considering Doraville for this new business. You knowm
I'm hoping that you guys are very successful and, you know, that we approve you
with no-- no issues tonight. But my question is actually for Enrique. In terms of all
these provisions about the hours of operation, is that something we do for other
businesses that do not serve alcohol?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

We have placed hours of restriction on certain businesses. We have done so in the
past. And a few months ago, I think before he was a billiards establishment actually
at this shopping center, and then our ordinance actually has restricted hours already
codified. But it doesn't have for other types of gaming facilities, our indoor
recreation facilities. And so I think as a matter of just being consistent and being able
to monitor activities for public safety. That's the recommendation as to limit those
hours.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

So you think perhaps we should consider some sort of legislation that's actually
aimed at gaming in general that conforms to what the alcohol-- rather than kind of
doing it on a CUP basis?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

I think that we should look holistically at certain types of businesses. And perhaps
we should consider an amendment to those hours because right now we sort of-- and
this is a good example, but other similar types of establishments, well, we have no
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restrictions on those hours. And so you have businesses that operate 24 hours a day,
7 days a week. As long as they don't sell alcohol then they could be in operation.
COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Okay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Well, I believe we just allowed one not too long ago once--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

The VR, yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes. So I have no problems with business coming into that spot. And I welcome you
like every other Council Members will, I'm sure. And thank you for bringing-bringing your business to our city. But at the same time I'm a little concerned about
the alcohol. So do you have any intention of serving any alcoholic beverages in the
future or whatsoever?

MR. LANCETTE

No, sir. So we're alcohol-free zone. There’s-- I know there's a couple restaurants in
that parking lot; you can go to Shoya; you can go to the Revolving Sushi Bar if you
want to grab a drink. But like just for the exact same reason that Council Member
Fleming brought up earlier, we want to do anything we can to make sure like there's
never going to be any kind of tension or escalation behavior-wise. So alcohol is
definitely not something that we're interested in doing. We wouldn't need a kitchen.
We're not going to be making any kind of food. We'll bring in bottled water, sodas,
snack-sized bagged chips, variety pack; but basically gamer food. It's not going to be
21 and up; so there'll be 17-year-olds in there, too. So we want everybody to just
come in there and have a good time. It's going to be like family atmosphere-oriented.
So we have no intention of ever serving alcohol.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

One more question which is, do you put some security cameras just for safety
purposes, just in case?

MR. LANCETTE

Oh, absolutely.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

That'll be it for my question, thank you.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms. Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

On the hours, because I'm a gamer-- are these hour restrictions going to hurt your
business? I mean, it would be my question, would there be any kind of tournaments
that you would have that would be-- you know because I know sometimes I get
wound up, start playing until three or four in the morning. I'm just asking the
question. I don't want to restrict what you're able to do that would hurt your business
model.

MR. LANCETTE

So they're not going to restrict us, in fact. We'll stay open until 2:00 a.m. on Fridays
and Saturdays for sure. I mean, gamers, they stay up like you said, two, or three or
four in the morning sometimes. We figure 9:00 a.m. till 2:00 a.m. is enough time
throughout the day to-- we know a lot of people are at work in the early hours
anyway. But on Saturday--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I just want to make sure we're not putting any restriction in this that's going to create
a-- where your business just won't be able to thrive.

MR. LANCETTE

No, I believe it'll-- 2:00 a.m. should be good enough.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay. Cool, okay.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. Again, we have a suggestion that-- thank you, sir. Oh, you know what?
We're going to open the public hearing. Almost forgot the most important part.
So this is a public hearing. So we're going to open it first with those wishing to speak
for to please come forward. You have 10 minutes. If you speak for the full 10
minutes then no one will be able to speak. I know you’re here representing Peachtree
Pavilion, I would just tell you that, absolutely, I'm so impressed with what's going on
over there. Wonderful job.

MS. CAMERON

Thank you very much. I just wanted to say-- Tara Cameron, I work for Urbana
Realty Advisors, representative of the landlord. And the gaming studio was one of
the tenants that had sought out for the shopping center to add into with the rest of the
entertainment aspects. And with that being-- it's not a billiards hall, side-karaoke club
where they're serving alcohol. It could be catered more towards the younger crowd.
And with these days, with the games, when they sit at home they're just so isolated to
themselves that if you have an environment where they can compete and have a good
time, get together, I think it will be more beneficial for kids than sitting at home. So
I'm for the 4O4 Esports.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Anyone else wishing to speak for?

MR. GERALD EVANS

I speak for it but I'm not sure if this is the part where I can ask a question as well.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I can answer a question after the meeting for you but go ahead and ask.

MR. EVANS

I like the idea. I think it's great. I'm concerned that, as we all know, gamers come in
all ages. So if it's open to 2:00 a.m., is there any type of limitations set on age
restrictions for gamers coming in and maybe they're nine years old and they are there
at 1 o'clock in the morning? So that's the concern that I have, just if they're not
supervised or if there's any supervision based on that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Thank you. Thank you. Oh, sir, would you mind giving us your name?

MR. EVANS

Gerald Evans.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. I actually knew that but I want you to state it for the record. I knew who you
were. Anyone else wishing to speak for? All right. Anyone wishing to speak against?
Okay. And you have 10 minutes, anyone wishing to speak against. This is an easy
crowd tonight. Wow. All right. Enrique, did you have anything else you wanted to
add, or? Okay.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Just that the staff recommendation is to approve with the condition regarding the
hours.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. All right.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Enrique, you had a screenshot up here with the hours that you were talking about?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR BASCUÑANA

Yeah. So that shows the hours that are in our alcohol for on-site consumption, which
are Monday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. Sunday is 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
a.m. And so the recommendation is to have the same hours with the exception
allowing them to open at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays instead of waiting until 11.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

But not I was going to answer but there are curfews for juveniles. There are curfews
that are set so that would actually address that, so. All right. Any other questions or
comments? Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, from what he was asking, I know with the VR studio, they were saying that
there was an age limit. Is there any age limits for this, or?

MR. LANCETTE

So for us, and especially regarding the late hours, so 13 and under, you would need
adult supervision to be with you. So I mean, especially as far as the late night. So
once it's past 10:00 p.m. we would just need an adult to come. If you get dropped off
we'll have a waiver for the adult to sign just to say that it is okay for them to be there,
but I mean--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Okay.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

For people over 13?

MR. EVANS

Right. The waiver would be for people under, but the signee would be an adult
supervisor.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. All right. And again, thank you. Again, it was suggested that we waive the
first read. Does anyone wishing to entertain a motion?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I'd like to make a motion to waive the first read.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Do I get a second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes, Mayor. I'd like to make a comment. I agree with waiving the first reading on
this particular instance and I know the hesitancy that Mr. Naser has because I, too, do
not like waiving the first read. I don't think it's in the best interest of us. It is in the
best interest of the businesses. But there, again, I'll fall back on meeting-- a meeting
every two weeks or twice a month and not having just a work session and just one
meeting because it does-- it would have put both of the applicants out until February
the 20th. So that's my comment.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. And call the roll, please. Oh, sorry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Excuse me. That was also my concern, too, on my previous business before I voted.
That's my main concern. A lot of our Council Members, we spoke about it, that we
were never going to waive the first read. But we did it again and we're continuously
doing it. It doesn't make no sense.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.
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CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. Anyone wish to make any other motion?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I'd like to make a motion to approve CUP-18-09 for 6035 Peachtree Road, Suite C220 for a conditional use permit to operate an indoor recreation facility, Esports
Arcade Videogaming in the C-2 zoning district. And the hours of operation shall be
limited to, "Hours of Sale" for on-site consumption pursuant to Section 3-28 of the
Alcohol Beverage Ordinance and no earlier than 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Second. Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.
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CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. And welcome.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Welcome.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Again, I want to reiterate that we are loving what you are doing over there. It's taken
a very empty shopping center and turned it into something wonderful. So we greatly
appreciate that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And bringing in a new business like this.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's wonderful. It seems like we've got a new business every month, so very exciting.
And they're really good businesses, so we appreciate it. Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Great. Your next business needs to be a restaurant. He's a great chef.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. I said, "You haven't eaten over there." There's some wonderful places over
there to eat, too. So yeah, it's great.

X. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
XI. NEW BUSINESS
1. A resolution to fix and publish the 2019 municipal election qualifying fees.
MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. The next item is going to be a resolution to fix and publish the 2019
municipal election qualifying fees. Ms. Gates?

CITY MANAGER REGINA
V.K. WILLIAMS-GATES

Yes, Ma'am, your Members of City Council. It is recommended - and also state law that the qualifying fee be 3% of the current salaries of the elected officials' positions
that are standing for office. In that case, for the Mayor at $18,000 the fee would be
$540 to qualify. And then for a Council seat would be $432 based on a salary of
$14,400.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. So, Ms. Fleming, did you have any questions?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

None.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Ms. Gates, would you repeat that amount please?

MAYOR PITTMAN

540.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. For the Council seat it would be $14,400 is the salary. 3% of that is $432.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Thank you.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms.--

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

No.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Anyone wish to entertain a motion?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'd like to make a motion to adopt a resolution of the Mayor and City Council in the
City of Doraville to fix and publish the qualifying fees for the general municipal
election for the City of Doraville for the offices of Mayor and Council Members of
District 1, 2, 3 to provide severability and to provide for an effect date and the other
lawful purposes - the qualifying fee for the Mayor would be $540; the Council
Members' for District 1, 2, and 3 would be $432.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Can I get a second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion. Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Motion passes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you very much.

XII. COUNCIL COMMENTS
There were no Council comments.
XIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION
1. Personnel
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Next, we are going to be going into Executive Session to discuss a personnel issue.
We will be adjourning into my office. I need a motion, please.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Excuse me, Council Member Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Pardon?

MAYOR PITTMAN

To go into Executive Session.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. We will be adjourning into Executive Session and will convene afterwards.
Executive Session began at 7:30 p.m.
Council Member Pam Fleming left the meeting at approximately 8:15 p.m.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, I need to a motion to come out of an Executive Session.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion. Call the roll, please?

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Alright, Council Member Fleming-- is absent?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Absent.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

This is just to come out of the Executive Session?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Ah-ha.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.
Executive Session adjourned at 9:03 p.m.

XIV. ADJOURNMENT
MAYOR PITTMAN

There’s-- motion to adjourn.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I just had one thing. I wanted to invite all members of our community to attend an
informational session about the Cross Keys educational cluster that’s being held on
Wednesday, February 6 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Sequoyah Middle School in the
cafeteria. The meeting will feature Regional Superintendent Ms. Sherry Johnson. So
this is very important for our community. Our relationship with DeKalb County
School is very important, and this is great for anyone whether you are a parent or not.
That’s all I have.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. Thank you. Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming? Absent. Council Member Geierman?
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m.

There being no further business to come before City Council, the City Council meeting adjourned at 9:04 p.m.
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An Extended Work Session of the Doraville City Council was held on February 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.
I. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Pittman called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
MAYOR DONNA
PITTMAN

All right. Meeting come to order. Welcome to everyone. We are very glad that
everyone's here. We have our special guest here tonight. We have the Planning
Commission that is here for a rather informal meeting. Just a nice, maybe yearly
thing for us to all get together and just talk about our views. I think we had a
little statement here. The Doraville City Council and Doraville Planning
Commission will discuss generally a shared vision for the city, review relevant
studies and reports, and identify the needs for updates, and plan future
initiatives. So just-- we don't have a lot of time to talk tonight. But we can kind
of touch on those things and hear what you have to say. We do want to say how
much we appreciate all of you and your hard work that you do for us. I know
that it's sometimes a commitment to have to come and listen. And we really
appreciate all of you very much so.

II. ROLL CALL
MAYOR PITTMAN

And what we're going to do is we're going to call the roll for our meeting and
then call the roll for your meeting. And then at the end we're going to continue
our meeting, but we'll let you adjourn your meeting. That'll work for you. So
Raquel if you could call the roll, please, wherever you are.

CITY CLERK
RAQUEL
GONZÁLEZ

All right. Council Member Fleming.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PAM FLEMING

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman.

COUNCIL MEMBER
JOSEPH GEIERMAN

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser.

COUNCIL MEMBER
MD A. NASER

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
ROBERT PATRICK

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard.

COUNCIL MEMBER
SHANNON R.
HILLARD

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
STEPHE KOONTZ

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Mayor Pittman.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Commissioner Yeoman.

COMMISSIONER
ANDY YEOMAN

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Commissioner Crawford.

COMMISSIONER
SUSAN CRAWFORD

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Commissioner Brown.

COMMISSIONER
DANIELLE BROWN

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Commissioner Abbott.

COMMISSIONER
THOM ABBOTT

Here.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Commissioner Mile. Okay. You have the quorum.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, thank you. And Commissioner Mile has just had a new baby. So he is
at home babying. Babying. It's-- It’s an adorable baby, too, so. He called and
said he would not be here for that reason, and I think we can all let him off the
hook because of that.

III. JOINT DISCUSSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION
MAYOR PITTMAN

So again welcome to everyone. And I guess we'll just start off with Enrique. If
you would like to open it for us, please.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
ENRIQUE
BASCUÑANA

Got some handouts that are going to be in the presentation.
Good evening, everyone. I'm Enrique Bascuñana, Doraville Director for
Community Development. I'm not going to go over every single item on the
slides, so I'll just leave them here for you. Just kind of-- since we have a little bit
of time, I want to just highlight a few things as we go through this.
So just to give you an overview, the purpose of this presentation is really just to
discuss what the shared vision is for the city, review some of the relevant studies
that have been done. Most prominent are the city's comprehensive plan as well
as the most recent BuHi LCI master plan that was also adopted-- the
comprehensive plan was adopted in 2016, and then the BuHi LCI study in 2017,
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and identify the need or update some planned future initiatives, as well as
consider the work planned in the next course of the year.
So, and obviously before I get started, I want to welcome everyone and really
emphasize the fact that this is a partnership between the Doraville City Council
and the Planning Commission to work together to help the city achieve its
vision, in particular for the regulatory process of the zoning and the sign
ordinance. I know our cases have come before you all to address those issues.
And then also the Future Development Map, which is a regulating map that
addresses our land use, and then it has corresponding zoning designations for
properties throughout the entire city.
I'm just going to give you an overview of the comprehensive plan, although
you've already heard this many times. Many of you have been involved in the
process when we were updating the plan. But it is our long-range plan that looks
at a 20-year time frame, so 2017 to 2037. And it's intended to be a guide for the
city's growth and development over those 20 years. It has established a
development vision, there's policies, and also identifies a five-year
implementation plan. It's not a stagnant document. It does allow some flexibility
for unforeseen opportunities that may arise during this time frame. There can
always be changes made by the City Council to amend the plan.
The plan is essentially out in three main parts. There's community goals,
identifies opportunities, and there's a work program, which as I mentioned is a
five-year implementation plan, identifying actions and policies to move the city
forward. And within that there are several elements, the key elements are
economic development, land use, transportation, population, quality of life. And
so there are issues that fall under each of those types of categories.
I'm just going to read through the comprehensive plan, the vision statement that
came about. And as you all know this was a process that involved significant
public input for over the course of a year. We hired a consultant to assist us,
Jacobs. There's also a steering committee to assist us during this process, and
then a series of-But what came out of that was the vision statement, that Doraville will stand out
as a vibrant, diverse and open-minded community that offers unique
opportunities to live, work, shop, and enjoy the best of what Atlanta region has
to offer. The balanced mix of uses, strong neighborhoods, good schools, family
friendliness, diverse employment sector and a multi-motor transportation
network. "Doraville, the city that connects," is the tag line.
And overarching goals from that are to build a brand, further diversity in the
city, improve mobility, creating a new mobility network. Aligning
implementation with all the recommendations is key. Improving our education,
obviously that's a partnership with DeKalb County public schools. Connecting
businesses together and fostering and attracting new investment that can help
facilitate business within our city. Rebuilding our core, preserving our
neighborhoods is also a key.
There were several priorities as I mentioned before. The categories were quality
of life, transportation, economic development, and I'm just going to touch on the
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economic development. Some of the other categories are really focused more on
the land use and zoning issues.
And so out of the economic development, of the recommendations were to look
at creating a more collaborative business environment, improving a business
licensing process, updating the city's ordinances in order to diversify our
business sector and expand employment opportunities, enhance the visitor
experience in Doraville, and establish a unique Doraville identity within the
Atlanta greater region. A lot of those-- to recommend them in principles can be
iconified in some manner in the ordinance.
Land use, updating the city's zoning ordinances, in the past we've been
conducting a series of amendments and you'll see some more before you in this
calendar year. Looking at also updating not only the uses but also urban design
and standards with regards to site layout and the building forms is critical. Really
take us in any direction. And aligning our comprehensive plans and policy goals.
So aligning them with zoning regulations, with what's in our comprehensive
goal.
Facilitating transit and development and mixed uses near the transit station and
along major corridors within our city. Allowing multi-family residential uses in
the C-1 and C-2 districts. Advancing new development of the General Motors
properties that you all know are on the Assembly. Implementing our downtown
with a development master plan for the properties near the MARTA station.
Housing, looking at increasing the variety of housing price points and housing
sizes. Preserving property values through code enforcement, and as land values
increase, the properties redevelop, to help to focus or set aside housing that is at
a workforce housing price point. Because we have concerns about, as
redevelopment comes our way, that affordability is going to become an issue.
The BuHi LCI also had some recommendations pertaining to land use and
zoning, including allowing mixed-use development. And again the emphasis of
that study was along the Buford Highway corridor. But to make clear the
recommendations are consistent with the comprehensive plan. So it's to
encourage mixed-use development along Buford Highway, improve our urban
design standards, limit auto-oriented types of uses, encouraging inter-parcel
connectivity. What that means is connecting parcels adjacent to each other that
you can go from one parcel to another in the parcel without having to get out
onto the public streets. Having and eliminating curve cuts, the number and width
of driveway curve cuts, to foster better mobility-- not only for better mobility but
also to protect and enhance pedestrian safety. Improving our signage standards,
incentivizing mixed-income housing, supporting small businesses. That was
critical, was how do we maintain our diversity and uniqueness of the businesses
along the corridor and also attract and enhance open space regulations.
Future Development Map, this is our regulating map that identifies different
characteristics around the city. It identifies where our residential and singlefamily and multi-family. It identifies the Assembly district, Doraville town
center, the BuHi cultural corridor, the PIB marketplace and so within the light
industrial and the tank farms, as well as areas for potential annexation in the
future. As a result of annexations that have occurred in the past few years, there
are pockets within the city that are still not part of the city of Doraville, some
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residential neighborhoods. So we should be looking at those opportunities for the
city's potential expansion in the future.
The Future Development Map sets the standard or the recommendations in place
for the corresponding zoning initiatives. Just some best planning practices, I
won't go through all of them, is really this emphasis in creating a walkable, built
environments, enhancing pedestrian and bicycle mobility, building a compact
development, having appropriate densities along major corridors and adjacent to
transit areas. Encouraging healthy lifestyles and active living for all ages.
Promoting diversity and maintaining that in our city. Diversifying our local
economy to attract investment and increase employment opportunities are the
key factors.
So for 2019 the Council and the Commission work plan, as you all know there
have been amendments coming before you in regards to zoning. So let's continue
to move forward with those amendments, addressing permitted and conditional
uses, and then we'll be presenting it over the next year. Urban design standards,
enhancing those standards and spreading those to our conventional districts.
Right now our form-based code was adopted in 2016 and has a lot of the urban
design site design standards. Those standards are not in place in our older
conventional report. So add those to our other zoning districts but also update
those regulations.
Looking at our sign ordinance, amendments to the sign ordinance. And also
potential changes to our Future Development Map, and also pursue rezonings to
be consistent and in alignment with the recommendations from the
comprehensive plan and our Future Development Map. What that means is there
are certain areas of the city that are currently it's all industrial, that the plan calls
for office/warehouse, office/institutional. So looking at changing the zoning to
be consistent.
Other-- These are our City Council work plan activities to pursue as ongoing
with our economic development. How can we enhance our opportunities in the
city to attract investment and enhance the existing businesses that are here now.
Additional code amendments-- noise ordinance. Also looking at our alcohol
code and maybe making some changes there. There's been a lot of discussion
that came out of BuHi LCI is public art. So look at creating a public arts
ordinance in the near future. And then there are also transportation initiatives
through our capital improvements program looking at city-wide, different
initiatives. Looking at enhancing or expanding the multi-use path system
throughout the city. Traffic calming, where is it appropriate and where do we
need to look at enhancements. Street space improvements above several
corridors. Wayfinding signage is also an area that we need to look at. And
implementing other recommendations, transportation-related from the BuHi LCI
study. And then any other potential initiatives that you all want to proceed with.
So, that concludes my presentation.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Very nice, thank you so much. I appreciate it. Next, I think if you can take about
five minutes, Mr. Yeoman, and introduce your--

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Did anyone have any questions for him or--
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, we were just probably --

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

--we are--

MAYOR PITTMAN

-- going to take it from you and then probably go from there.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Okay, sure. Well, I want to thank the City Council for allowing-- for the joint
Commission meeting. I think this is a good idea. I just wanted to talk about this
several months ago and it's good to see this to fruition.
Again, my name is Andy Yeoman. I'm the Chair of the Commission. I'm serving
as the Chair until April of this year. Some-- Just want to say thank you to the
staff. I know the new-- Enrique and the Senior Planners have been doing a lot of
work recently from, I'm sorry, the fourth quarter of last year on the text
amendments of C-1, C-2, O-I, O-W. Still some work to do on those. And I know
lots of hours have been placed on that. I'd like to thank the City Manager and the
Council for budgeting and getting a senior planner hired. That's an important
position. The deficit has been seen by the community, I think, for a long time on
that.
Outside of that, some governance items. We do have two terms, Commissioner
Mile and Commissioner Abbott, their terms are up in April of this year. So
please be proactive in that. If you're looking to fill those or extend the terms or
whatever it is. I know, I don't want to speak for anyone but I think Elton had
mentioned one time maybe he didn't want to carry over into another term. So
let's not wait until April to--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, we are proactive and we've already had several people that have
approached us, so.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Okay, good, good, good, good. And then I just had one item, just for general
discussion. We can wait on that. But outside of that, kind of relating to Enrique's
presentation, if there's any kind of ad hoc committees, if you will, that can be
created to work through some of the issues. I know in the comprehensive plan it
specified 5-year and 10-year projects and real action items on those things. And I
don't know how we are on those, if there-- the public arts council was mentioned
in there. If that's something you guys want us to help with or if it's something
you want us to form kind of an ad hoc committee amongst ourselves and even
members of the community. I think we're willing to take on that as well. So just
to get some feedback from you guys would be appreciated, and what you think
the priorities are for 2019. Again, thank you for the opportunity today.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, thank you. And again we do appreciate all of you very much, so. I'm going
to let Mrs. Gates, if she has anything she wants to add. And then the best place, I
think the place to start is actually with the presentation that Enrique gave us.
And we're just going to a start a round and just go around. And anything you
want to say or add. And just open discussion is probably the best way to do it in
the short time that we have. So, Mrs. Gates, did you have anything?

CITY MANAGER
REGINA V.K.
WILLIAMS-GATES

I really don't. Enrique and I worked on the presentation together as a way of just
trying to capsulize a lot of things that are going on in the city and things that
have gone on. So we should be celebrating as well. But there's so much ahead
for us in terms of building all those future plans. As we stand I think that we can
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look forward to working with everyone to make that happen. And it will take all
of us working together for that to come to fruition. So we just want to hear the
discussion, which we hope will be equal between the commission and the
council because that certainly will give us, as the administration, insight into
what should be the priorities, where there may be challenges, and again what is it
that we're celebrating.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. And just to add, we really have a lot of exciting things coming down
the pike that's going to really put us on the map. So this year's going to be very
exciting. And I can go ahead and just say that we are going to have the state of
the city on the first Friday, which is I think 3rd of May. That will be at the
Assembly property this year as kind of a showcase. The backdrop is going to be
Serta, which they will be moving employees in very quickly, very soon. So it's a
very exciting time because there's a lot of things that's going to be happening. A
lot of things that's going to be happening over there that I think you're going to
be very, very excited about. So and then, as we all know, when things like that
happen, then other things around us start happening. And so I know it seems like
it's a slow process. But I think you're going to be very excited and very pleased
with all of us because all of us were part of that. So that's exciting. So, anyways.
Ms. Brown, if you want to just kind of open and feel free, everybody to kind of
chime in. But best place is to start over here.

COMMISSIONER
BROWN

I don't think I have any questions, per se. I just want to say thank you again to
the council and to the staff. I'm excited to be a part of this and I've been a part of
it now for a few years. And I'm excited to see things kind of starting to come to
fruition and start moving forward. I'm just excited for the open dialogue and
everything going back and forth. So this is a great starting point I think. But also
excited for everything that's already happened.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. Now, Mr. Abbott?

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

My question, actually I don't really have much to say. I'm happy to continue on.
I think my term is up in April. I don't know what the process is, but I can either
be reappointed by city council or how that works. Or you know the members
choose to put someone else in, whatever that may be. But I'm more than happy
to continue on. I've enjoyed it. It's kind of a breath to not be the chairman
anymore. It's kind of nice to do that. I think probably just my only comments
would just be to look at making sure that we're making decisions that, while we
don't want to make Doraville a difficult place to do business or bring people
here, but I think we also need to preserve what we have to make sure we're doing
the right thing. And sometimes if it's a little bit difficult, someone has to take a
couple extra steps to do something, I don't think that's always necessarily always
a bad thing. I think it always depends on what that is. I know there are other
jurisdictions that I've spoken with, planners that say, "Good God, the stuff that
we have to go through." And I respond back, yeah, I say, look how that city
looks. It doesn't look like a mess because they got rules and regulations. We
have zoning. We have sign ordinances. They have whatever it is. So I think all
those factors play into the determination of a business to move into a
community.
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COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

When they look and see, wow, this is really top-notch. I want to be-- that's where
I want to locate my next franchise or whatever the case may be. So I think that's
really important for us to kind of look at those types of things to make sure that
while we're not making it a difficult place to do business, we're protecting what
we have. I often tell people, look at Buford Highway right now, while we're
dealing with what somebody or a bunch of people did 20, 30, 40 years ago. And
I look at other jurisdictions where I spend a lot of time, and I look at things that
are going up right now and everybody's going, "Oh wow, look at this." And I'm
like, "Well, yeah, but we're going to be looking at it for 50 or 60 years." Because
it's not that wow of a factor, you know the high-rise buildings or whatever they
might be. So I think that's something to keep in mind, too. That I look at some
things that may happen in the city, I'll probably be gone, dead or moved away
before it ever actually happens. But I think that you're leaving a legacy, you're
serving in a public service sector. We all are elected, we're appointed, but still
nonetheless we're here because people chose to put us here. And I think we
should all think that 15 or 20 years from now, whether we live here or we die or
whatever, it'd be nice to know that people sitting around this table going, "Do
you believe those people picked that or did that?" versus, "Wow, can you believe
back when they started and look what they left us to work with," so.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Very good. Ms. Crawford?

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Well, it's nice to be here and thank you for inviting us. I really think it's nice that
we're having some connections. And I believe everything that Thom says, I think
that we do have to realize that we're going forward and the decisions and the
changes we're making now are not just for right now. They're for the future. For
example, smoking establishments from other cities are maybe outlawed. Public
smoking it -- it seems like a good idea right now, but maybe in 10 years. I too
think we should leave as good a legacy as we possibly can. I'm all for the art
projects going forward. And I hope that includes --. And I think that we're an
eclectic city and that that can really work for us. We really have, arguably, the
best restaurants from all over the area. The only things, and I don't want to be
negative so I will skip most of the eight things that I was going to cover. But I
would like to say that sometimes I feel as if we're working in a vacuum, and
maybe this sort of thing will help there. But you know we're often told, like
tonight, you're going to be so happy with things that are coming down the pike.
And that's great. But sometimes it's really difficult to be making decisions and
zoning changes for things that we don't know anything about. It's kind of like--

MAYOR PITTMAN

But if they're here, there are already zones for that. They're coming. That's
already a done deal. So you see what I'm saying?

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

No, no.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So it's a--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I think the idea is, a lot of the zoning that we did, the GM site was already in
place.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Correct. Right.

Packet Pg. 125

Doraville City Council Extended Work Session
3
Monday, February 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.
Page 9

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So some of those things won't necessarily come back up to us. But if we have
other development opportunities for the rest of the city, which we want to make
sure it doesn't get left behind. And those are the things that will be coming up to
all of us, to --

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Okay, well again I don't want to be negative, but sometimes something is
presented like a cute little bakery. Why don't we allow that kind of signage for
that cute little bakery? It turns out to be a car parts for sale place. So if we had a
vision of what it is that's coming down the pike, that would be helpful. Also,
again, if this is the place or the time, but somebody, a resident mentioned to me
what I thought was a really good idea about having a, something, hiring a
concierge or having somebody who's already on staff that would suggest,
sometimes things come before us and they sound like great ideas. Just not for
right at the edge of the neighborhood. Or if we had somebody or something in
place that could say, "Well, not there but maybe over here in this area you could
find a place for your business." And I do agree with Thom that if we make
things-- I think the idea is to make things clear cut, like no question about
whether something is allowed or where to look for it to see if it's allowed. And
for that reason I like creating what we're doing on the Planning Commission, and
in here, making things concise. But I don't think lowering our bar is in any case
the way to go. I think if people want to come here --.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

I just had one item about the presentation, and then another item possibly to talk
about. On the slide about the Comprehensive Plan priorities for the next five
years, the last bullet point there - as land values increase and properties
redevelop, help set aside a percentage of housing at workforce price points. And
I say that as a, well, Enrique you know this, from Atlanta, generally speaking
from a metro area, we've been way behind the curve on this. We're to the point
now where housing is no longer affordable and we're trying to figure out how to
make it affordable. And I think the better idea from a policy standpoint is to
have-- how do we keep some of our existing housing maybe affordable or
whatever. So if this is in our-- and I have to go back to read that section in the
comprehensive plan, but what action item-- it's been five years since the plan has
been done. What action items should we be doing in 2020 to address that? I
mean, it seems like every councilperson has a priority and the priority's different
all the time. But what are we specifically-- what's the ask here from us or the
city?

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
BASCUÑANA

Well, there's been a lot of discussion and sort of-- I don't think officially in a
public setting, public meaning the council, but there’s been sort of broad
discussions about affordable issues. And I know several council members have
concern about that as well as staff. So it's looking at some point in time that we
need to have policies and look at how we can establish regulations that will be
able to enable us to maintain those economic affordability or workforce --.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

But if they were to do a permit-- somebody to come to city hall for a permit
today, we would have no requirement.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

Right. No requirement right now. But then that's where I think the conversation
needs to be. Do we put into place regulations or do we put it, you know, if there's
a development that comes down under seeking assistance from the City, but then
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DIRECTOR
BASCUÑANA

it triggers a requirement in that manner, or are there other mechanisms that we
put in place. So that's something that I think we need to look at.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

It's also, it's the how do we do it? Because I think we want a balance of the
mixed-incomes throughout the city that includes affordable but then also
includes higher-end because you want the population also to be diverse. So a
piece of that is how do you do that? I think many cities have learned you don't
do it by each neighborhood you have, you know X number of moderately priced
housing, no upper-end, because then you get a concentration. So what you want
is diversity throughout the city. But it's easier said than done. So I think part of
the discussion that the commission level and the council members level is how
do you do that in Doraville. There are examples all over the place, but we need
to think about that because not everything will work here and there may be other
things that are on the horizon that we would want to try. We internally have been
talking about some things. Some council members have also brought up the size
of housing. We have a regulation about no more than five bedrooms, the square
footage. That all figures into affordable housing. And so the other thing is to
look at our current regulations and see is it promoting mixed-income housing, or
is it a deterant. So those are things that I think we have to look at and talk about.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

So at this point no action items are being requested from the city. Okay. So I
guess that's a policy--

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

So we do need to get focused on what's the forum for having these discussions.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think also if we're talking about a priority that's in the comprehensive plan, it's
the downtown redevelopment. All of this land that we're sitting on and looking,
we're going to at some point, talk about redeveloping it. What's that going to
look like and what kind of components are we going to require, whatever
developers we partner with. And I think there probably is a Planning
Commission step in there in kind of determining what that is. And I've had oneoff conversations with a few people about it. But I've also talked to developers
and I understand some of their concerns. So kind of working through that I think
is going to be a big job, and this is really is a jewel in Metro Atlanta. We're right
by the MARTA station. It's prime real estate. I think a lot of people of all income
levels are going to want to be here. I think one thing that other cities are
struggling with is they've demolished all of their housing that is for all the people
who work in their cities. And now those people have no way to get to where they
are. I don't think we want to end up in a situation like that, but I also don't think
we want to concentrate all affordable housing right there either. So it's going to
be a-- I think that's going to come up quicker than you think.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I was going to add to it, I think one of the ideas that I've talked with Enrique
about is how can we provide incentives for people that will do this? If somebody
will-- instead of just coming in and building a bunch of high-end apartments that
they say, "Well, we'll make 20% of them on a different scale or a different buildout where we can rent them at a lower price point because we have less invested
in them." And what can we give them? Can we give them a hight bonus? Can we
give them a parking bonus? Can we, what kind of things can we do to provide
incentives for them to do this instead of just building what we're seeing them
build like along the belt-line, where it's all just $3,500 a month apartment that
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people that are making 90% of the AMI can't afford. Or even 100% of the AMI
in Doraville couldn't afford to live in those apartments, so.
COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

But are we actually having that problem.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, we're looking at the future.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

When stuff starts happening.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Yeah, I know in--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I mean, as-- we're saying that we want to leave a legacy. We're looking at what's
going to happen 10 years from now. We know we don't have that problem today.
But go to Brookhaven and go look at what's happening there. And we do have
old-stock apartments here that rent at a fairly reasonable rate. But those are
going to get torn down. And when those get torn down and get rebuilt, are they
going to be a bunch of high-end apartments that nobody can afford to live in, or
are we going to provide incentives for mixed-income housing where people from
diverse income levels can live here?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I would also say that the pressures that Stephe is talking about are affecting us
here in Doraville already. And some of that pressure is driving people out of
apartments that were ripped down in Brookhaven. They're being pushed into
these boarding house situations. And it's impacting our neighborhood. So to
some extent this is also about protecting the quality of life in our neighborhood.
And I think that's an important part of that conversation.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

The lack of available rental property in Doraville is directly affecting the
percentage of single-family housing that's rental property instead of owneroccupied.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Well, I know in some major cities in the northeast, and I think most cities-although I'm not sure about this, when they build a nice rental, high-end
apartment complex, there's a certain number of them that are-- they're not
different, I mean they're not built differently. They're the same apartments. But
there's a certain--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah, no, but there's rent control. That's not allowed in Doraville. That's not
allowed in Georgia.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

No, it's government subsidized.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well--

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

We're not talking about Section 8--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, we're not talking about subsidized housing.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

We're talking about workforce housing, affordable-- there's a difference.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We're trying to figure out a way where you can organically create housing
affordability. And the example I use is I don't drive a Mercedes Benz.
Everybody doesn't need a Mercedes Benz. There's Mercedes Benzes available
for people that want to drive that fancier a car. But there's also Kias and there's
Hondas and there's the cheaper cars too for people that, or at that price level of
their transportation options. I think housing's the same way. I mean, my house
doesn't have granite counter tops and it doesn't have stainless steel appliances.
And because I'm living in a cheaper house, because that's what I want to pay for
my housing. Whereas there's people that want the $750,000 house that has this
3,000 square feet and has granite counter tops and stainless steel appliances. And
so you have to, you can't give everybody a Mercedes and then some people pay
Kia prices. You know what I'm saying?

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

The challenge you have with that is getting the developers to understand based
on land cost and stuff like that is, okay, you have a perfect example. Kia can go
build a Soul for this amount of money. But a Mercedes builds it for this amount
of money. But a developer says, it doesn't make any difference. It cost me the
Mercedes to build the Kia. So I can't sell it at that price because it cost me this
much to build it. That's what developers say all the time, and that's where we run
into this in other areas in the city, where the developer says we can't do
workforce housing because the numbers don't work for us. So we just won't
build here. We'll build someplace else.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Do you think that they can have smaller square footages per unit?

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Something, yeah. There has to be some--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Where you give them more density.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think it's looking at the entire package, and I think that's something that we
would look at you guys to start with and for all of us to be working on over the
next few years I think.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

I think we're not going to solve this tonight. But I think if we --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We can spend the whole night talking about this.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

What I think would be really terrible is if we allow another five years to happen
and we don't do anything. So that's just my feedback.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I think that's kind of the point of this meeting is we're letting you know the
issues that are important to us. And me as a councilperson, housing affordability
is a huge concern of mine. And you guys need to know that, for at least for some
of us, that it is a very serious issue and there may be some things coming up that
we've directed that's going to come through you. And knowing that we are
intentional about creating affordable housing for people that live here so that we
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don't displace people that are living here currently. And that helps you
understand where we're coming from.
COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Well, can we get them more opportunity to just to go up a little higher, even
though we are not on a flight path--

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

So that would require-- that was my question. That would require to change the
zoning. And go through that process.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Right. If we do that, I think that might help since Doraville is not too big. It's a
limited space. We have a limited space, and we can't just build everything
everywhere.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think that's what Mr. Yeoman was saying.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

I’m sorry. What was the question? What was your comment?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Building up a little higher.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Oh, right, yes. I agree.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right now it's fixed at six stories. And we could say, if you're going to do
mixed-income we'll allow you eight or nine.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Which is what Enrique said.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Or looking at the parking minimums, which Council looked at. That that could
be looked at again in the future.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because if we're building workforce housing, a lot of those people at those price
points don't own cars. And you don't need to build parking spaces for people that
don't have cars.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Sorry, we can talk about this all night. I think he has one more thing.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

I do have one policy item that I can email if we don't get time, but I'd like to
continue going.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. All right.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

There's one thing if I could just, as you go around, I think this is something you
will probably bring up and Joseph already touched on it regarding the pressure
that we're feeling in our neighborhoods with boarding houses and issues like
that. Comes back to that dirty two-word phrase that we all love to use called
code enforcement. And I think we really have a serious-- I think that's something
that the City really needs to look at as far as our code enforcement. The codes
that we have, what we can do to make things stronger, considering property
rights and have this conversation with the legal people of what you can and can't
do, but versus what like a homeowners association, can do how much power
they have versus what a city can do. But I think that that's something that we
need to look at from a broad perspective. You drive through the neighborhoods,
how do they look? Well, that affects-- I saw a posting the other day and
someone's going, why aren't house prices not like Chamblee, etc., etc.? Well,
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drive through the neighborhood and see how the houses look and how people
maintain them or the yards are overgrown this or that. So that's all the type of
stuff that if we can get something stronger and more serious. I mean, talk about
the height of grass that's allowed in the city. I mean different things like that.
I mean, I've got a home on my street they've not mowed their yard in nine
months. But there's nothing you can do about it because it's not high enough. But
it's a mess. But those kinds of things, if we can do-- and I personally feel that if
you have-- and I'm not picking on renters because I deal with renters every day.
But I have the feeling in a single-family home - and the home I'm talking about
are renters - they have not bothered to touch the yard since they've moved in. But
I think that if we have code enforcement that is really on top of every code we
have, and if there's anything that we can change and make it stricter. I think what
you're looking at is, "Mr. Landlord, I can't take this. They're knocking on my
door every other day to do this and do that, do this or do that. Either you take
care of it or I'm moving out." Next thing the landlords will go, "I'm tired of
owning rental property in that city because it's a hassle because I'm not there to
take care of it morning, noon, and night. I'm selling that thing and moving on."
There we hope becomes that owner-occupied property.
COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Right. And I think that part of it is holding the owners accountable.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Exactly.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

And I think the tenants come and go. So you could give three tickets to three
different people.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Coming up with a rental registry and the people that's going around.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We're going to be discussing that tonight. And I agree with you, we've got to go
after the landowners not the renters. I don't think going after the renters does
anything. It's just a revolving door. They just move.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Right. Since you're going to be discussing this tonight, we should just take one
second. But I think an owner who has subdivided, say, a three-bedroom house
into accommodations for 10 men and is getting $3,000 a month will put up with
a little inconvenience.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Yeah, probably true.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All right. Was good discussions. Ms. Hillard, did you have anything?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I don't have any questions. I appreciate the work that Enrique and Ms. Gates and
staff has done. And as always I appreciate collaborating with our planning
commission. And I appreciate moving forward with you guys.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

A couple of things, and Ms. Gates will recognize this from our meetings. I've
been asking and hoping that we can implement something that was in the comp
plan about improving the public schools. I think there's room in the city for a
public-school commission. And I know we had one in the past where we had a
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citizen board that would talk about issues. What's going on with the schools and
would work with the principals and the PTAs and identify issues that are going
on and then bring that to the City. Items that maybe we can go talk to the school
board as elected officials, saying, "Hey, these are some issues that our residents
are asking for." And I was on that committee-MAYOR PITTMAN

I was on it, too. We've actually had two. And for some reason, they just weren't
that successful.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

It just kind of fizzled out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And I will say, sometimes it's better for the non-elected officials to approach the
school board, but behind the scenes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And that may be so. But that could be something they'd figure out themselves. I
know there are several residents that have talked to me that are willing to be on a
school advocacy committee or whatever we want to call it. And I think that's
something that's a priority in the comp plan, that we try to do what we can as a
city to lift the schools up, and we've done that by partnering with these after
school programs just recently. Which I think is a step in the right direction. The
only other comment I had was I'm strongly in favor of us getting a public art
ordinance/committee/commission started. Brookhaven just-- they started the
commission and then the commission is going to create the ordinance. And I
think that might be a good thing to start another board like the planning
commission. Have an arts commission and put them to work. Let them figure
this out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Absolutely. Mr. Naser?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I have no questions. Thank you for hard work, Enrique and Ms. Gates.
Appreciate that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Mr. Geierman?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I do have a few things. So I appreciate Enrique's work, but I also really
appreciate the work that all of you do. I have been watching, like I watch every
meeting that you guys do, even the three-hour ones. The work that you do--

MAYOR PITTMAN

They do put us to sleep sometimes but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

The work that you do really informs me and helps me make better decisions
when I'm up on the dais. So I may not always vote the same way that the
majority of the planning commission votes, but that doesn't mean that I didn't
consider all of the arguments that I heard. So I just want to preface everything by
saying how important I think your job is, and it does play a really important role
in our city. And I appreciate the work that you do. I think there's a few things
that I'm hoping that we see you guys work on this year. I'll go with the first ones
that were up here first. Looking at zoning. I do think that the zoning rewrites are
huge. That's going to be a major improvement for the city. But one thing I'd also
like to look at is the zoning on Buford Highway. There was a big mistake made
when we did one side in the new form-based code --
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COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

-- and then left the other side, the side over by Northwood C-2. And if we're
looking at developers trying to come in here and redevelop this, I think that it
would make a lot more sense to have it all be zoned the same way. So you don't
have a nice form-based code on one side and then old 1950s strip malls on the
other. And if someone wanted to come in and redevelop all of it, maybe they'd --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or businesses that are allowed by-right on one side of Buford Highway. And
then have to come in for a CUP just because they're on the other side of the road.
That's not business friendly.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

So can I-- is the majority of the council in support of city limit to city limit, or
just on the inside of 285?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

To me I'm fine with city limit to city limit on Buford Highway. I know I've
talked to Enrique. I think he's maybe a little more, let's just do inside the
perimeter first. I would be happy with that, but honestly, I would be fine with
seeing it go all the way down Buford Highway.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And make it consistent.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

So would I.

MAYOR PITTMAN

At this point I'd be happy to get back what we tried to do originally, but didn't
work as a start. But I agree.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

I'd like to see it all the way.

MAYOR PITTMAN

All the way.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Yeah. Let's be consistent.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's the way to do it.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

That's pretty good. I mean you've got the Cameron property, so now you've
really created spot zoning over there, that's--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Exactly. So to answer your question--

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Mayor it wasn’t the fact that it didn't work, and we had too much opposition
from specific neighborhoods that just flat refused, say “we want this all on
Buford Highway--

MAYOR PITTMAN

That’s right. I remember.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

-- We want to preserve our historic area.”

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, there was also misinformation being thrown out there about what the
form-based code was.
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COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

There was considerable misinformation.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah, I think that's part of it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

A lot of misinformation.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Misinformation was being listened--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I have the emails and people were being told that they were going to be car lots.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes. They were listening to other than council members.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

They were listening to a council member who was sending this.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's very true.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So anyway to answer your question, yes. I think right now unless I'm mistaken, I
think we're all in favor of going border to border Buford Highway.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Did you hear that? So Enrique can run for city council if he wants to change it.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
BASCUÑANA

There are also some amendments to the LCC code that I think are necessary --

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, I agree.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
BASCUÑANA

--that were unintended consequences. The regulations were created and then
there were, there was no-- the city rezoning, there were several types of uses that
were not permissible. For example, banks were not a permitted use in the LCC
code for the T-5 and T-6 district. Personal services establishments, like a beauty
salon, was also not permitted. If you wanted to have an athletic facility, like an
L.A. Fitness, it's not currently permitted. So there are certain uses that we need
to look at adding in. But also taking out some uses that I would prefer to proceed
with some of those amendments before we suddenly introduce zoning across
larger areas of the city.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, again, this isn't going to be overnight.

COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTOR
BASCUÑANA

I'm very happy to hear that you all are in support of this moving forward.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I think there are areas in the city where C-1 and C-2 make sense, and that doesn't
need to be form-based code all over the whole city. But Buford Highway, yes.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It's really our main street, so. I think the other thing from the Buford Highway
LCI, which was something that stood out to me, was really looking at ways to-and I preface this by saying that when I follow any news about Doraville and
any write-ups that happen. At least 70% of the time when an email comes to me
about a new story about Doraville, it's about some great restaurant. We've landed
on a best restaurants list-- it's multiple restaurants. I think at least 10 restaurants
have appeared on different lists in the past year. And I think that we really
should be making sure that whatever we do with our zoning, there's some
businesses they can come or go, I don't care. But I think being a destination for
food and for people who want to go out to some different type of cuisine every
night of the week, I think we shouldn't do things that will negatively impact that.
So the worst in my view is in the Buford Highway LCI. And I encourage you
guys to look at that also when you're looking at the form-based code. I think
about sizes of the buildings and stuff, so. Like within a development, so.
And then the third thing, a few months ago Council agreed to throw to Enrique
my request to have him look at overlay zoning for Northwoods, and just with the
concern about the growth pressures from the region and how that could affect
neighborhoods like mine that currently have a pretty cohesive housing stock if
you're talking about just the size of the houses and how the neighborhood is. But
we've started to see some infill housing. I won't say it's necessarily high-quality
infill housing, but we've started to see some big houses being built there. And I
think that that starts pressuring the other smaller houses that are next-door to
them. And potentially could end up driving those people out if their house
becomes just surrounded by these great big huge McMansions that are looking
into their backyard. So one thing I would love to see the Planning Commissioner
do is maybe hold a forum for soliciting feedback from the neighborhood and
talking about what the neighborhood would like to see the overlay zone look
like. And what the limits of it should be. And then make a recommendation to
Council about how or whether we should proceed.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Goes back to that. I suggest to make some ad hoc committees as well.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, yeah. Mr. Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Thank you, guys, for the work that you do. It's very important. I have everyone's
contact info, except for Danielle, I apologize. But I do enjoy talking with you
guys, whatever issues come up. I do appreciate it. I don't always vote the way
you would like, but I do appreciate it. It is vital that the community has that firstlevel step to have a view of what's going on in our city before it comes up to the
council. You guys give an opportunity for things to kind of be fleshed out. And
by the time it gets to us, between Enrique, you gave some great comments,
hopefully there's been some level of refinement that makes it more acceptable,
more palatable to the community. With the idea of forming ad hoc committees, I
think that's a very good idea. In fact, I used to drive Pam and Mayor crazy with
an architecture review board. We got someone to put the code way back in the
day. But it would be nice to have that. But there's also a sort of a financial reality
that we have to pay attention to as well, which is that it does take staff time to
have all these additional committees and we need to find a budgetary way to
support them. So that the residents do have a way to come to us, and then we can
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presumably find a way to work it into our discussions. So that would be the only
concern or item I would say we have.
COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

What if it was a residents’ initiative?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Oh, that's totally fine. It's just that at some point if it takes that person to take you
guys and come up with-- if you've already went through the codes and see how it
fits with the comp plan or LCI and get it back up to us. And that's always the
component--

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Yeah, overlay district is not easy to do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

It's not.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

I know, but an arts-- you know, a few people are talking about starting an arts
committee. But it's very inexpensive.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Absolutely, yeah. And it may be one of those things where it starts off as just a
group that meets up at the community center. Yes. But thank you for what you
guys do. As Joseph said, for years I've talked about the idea of a historic district
in Northwoods. Some historic buildings from that area and if you guys are
interested, I'm interested in supporting something like that. It really has to be
from the residents. And one thing I've heard is that if a government comes in too
heavy, it really can do a lot to agitate not just developers but residents, the
people who live there.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you. Ms. Fleming?

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Enrique, thank you very much. Thank you. The PowerPoint presentation was
outstanding and very informative. And I thank you for that. And the Planning
Commission, you've always done an outstanding job. Mr. Yeoman, I appreciate
getting the emails. Danielle, evidently, you're the secretary?

COMMISSIONER
BROWN

I am.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

And evidently you're very good. Or he puts them in your language, or whatever-whatever the email is, or who it's from, thank you very much because it's very
informative for me and helps me with my decisions. You are very, very
important to the City. We thank you very much.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I think this was good, it was a nice--

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

Can I interject just one other thing as we--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Sure.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

--kind of go forward. And this may take awhile. You may hate me for this. But I
can only stress that a lot of the stuff we talked about, when it comes to code,
when it comes to zoning, comes to these changes, needs to have happened
yesterday. And the reason I say that is just because I personally, and again, and
Mrs. Hillard can attest to this because she's in real-estate as well. I'm all over the
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city every day. So I see different neighborhoods and I see things happening
elsewhere and I come back to my little town. And I go, "God, why not here?"
And I think the way to best describe that is, it's not a question of if, it's a
question of when. It's going to happen. And I think that we need to be prepared
for it. I'll give you a case in point of the corner of Chamblee Tucker Road and
Buford Highway where the World Toyota was torn down years ago and it's been
sitting there forever. I'm sure there would be people in our city that would be
going, would either be like, "Take whatever you can. Put it there." Other people
would be saying, "God, leave it alone." And a big gas station trying to come in
there, and I don't know where it's at, but I know the City turned it down. And
they had enough strict zoning that just basically made that development not work
on that site. And they asked for all these variances, etc. And it's still sitting there.
I look at that corner every day and go, "God, why not-- why isn't there a Holiday
Inn Express or a Hilton Garden Inn or something?" And I've been told, they say
that the economics don't work. I can't believe that.
But I think that we need to have these things in place so that they don't sneak up
on us. That the developers sneak in here and suddenly either are able to do
something that doesn't fit, that we don't want, because we can't stop it, because
there's either not enough variances to stop it or we didn't have the right zoning in
place. So I would hope that if it would be required of Enrique and his
department, and obviously he now has a right-hand man which is helping him
greatly. But if it needs to be a Georgia Tech student project, that they can come
in to help get some of this stuff done, that maybe there wouldn't be money
involved. They would get class credit for it. But it would give you some
additional arms and bodies to get some of this process going. I encourage that
wholeheartedly. Because I'm just afraid that one day we're going to wake up and
go, "Oh my God, how'd that happen?" It happened because we weren't ready for
it.
MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, some great thoughts. And I think this time is about out. So I'm going to
let you close out with any comments that you may have at the end, and then you
can close your meeting out and we're going to continue on in ours, so.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Okay. Well, I just want to say, everyone has thanked Enrique, but I want to say
thank you to the mayor. She's feeling a little slighted in the meeting, so. No, I
know anytime she calls me at seven o'clock in the morning she's hot about
something. So I always appreciate our conversations. So if there's nothing
further I'll entertain a motion to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOTT

So moved.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

Second.

COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

We got a motion to adjourn. Call of the-- what's that?

COMMISSIONER
BROWN

Yeoman.
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COMMISSIONER
YEOMAN

Yes.

COMMISSIONER
BROWN

Crawford. Abbott.

COMMISSIONER
ABBOT

Yes.

COMMISSIONER
BROWN

Brown, yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And dinner was provided for the Council and the Planning Commission, so
everybody please feel free to grab some, stay with us, take it with you. We're not
going to be long tonight either. But thank you again. We appreciate all of you
and appreciate we all have the same vision. I'm impressed.

COMMISSIONER
CRAWFORD

I just want to say that Shannon and I coordinated our outfits.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

We did! I was just thinking that.
The Planning Commission adjourned at 6:28 p.m.

IV. NEW BUSINESS
1. A discussion on the current rental property registry laws in the State of Georgia.
MAYOR PITTMAN

All right, thank you so much. So moving right along in our meeting. If we don't
mind there's really no call here, I don't think, for a vote since it's a work session.
However, Mr. Geierman has to get out of town for a business trip. So if the
Council is okay with moving the new business, a discussion on the current rental
property registry first, so in the event that we get long-winded at least his item
has been heard. So if there's no objections to that then I'm going to go ahead and-

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So move.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion. Call the roll, please. Good.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Sorry, wasn't prepared for a roll call. Fleming.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Geierman.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.
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CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Okay, thank you.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Thank you.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

So I just want to say thank you, guys, for moving this and being a little flexible
for me. I also want to say that I think that ultimately all of us want what's best
for the city. So I'm not necessarily expecting a decision today. I do think that
there's a lot to think about and a lot to talk about. But what I want to do is open
this discussion, so not necessarily pressure everybody to do something right
now. I know there are some questions. I'd rather kind of figure out what those
are and move forward from that. I'd also like to say I'm not personally against
people who rent. I'm not against renting out single-family rental homes. I own a
house down the street from me that I rent out, and I've done so for a number of
years. I do think that people who own properties do have a responsibility to the
neighborhood and to the community to make sure that they're taking care of
them, and that they're good neighbors to everyone else around them. I think that
sometimes the way that things are structured right now, it's difficult for our code
enforcement officers to actually get to the right people because if there's a
situation where there is some sort of big violation, they might go to the renters.
The renters just take off and then we've-- we don't actually go after the owner,
and we don't really keep track of who that owner is.
I think that I'm particularly concerned about boarding houses in our
neighborhoods. Over the past three months in my neighborhood there have been
two that have been shut down. One was literally across the street from me, and
eleven adults were living there plus at least a couple of kids. And it's not a big
house. It's literally-- it's got to be 1,000 square feet, maybe a little bit more. The
other house was also not that big, and it had quite a few people living in it too. I
know a few years before that, something came to Council where there-- just a
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few doors down from where I was living there was a stabbing in a boarding
house. So when you put that many people together, A, it's not safe for the people
that live there, the crowding, the sanitation, the potential for fire-- lack of fire
safety. I also think that this has overflow affects on the rest of the neighborhood.
Whether it's trash, rats, all kinds of stuff from the huge piles of garbage sitting
outside, from the constant traffic in and out. I mean that place that was across the
street from me, literally every 15 minutes there was someone honking outside
while people were getting picked up or dropped off.
So what I did find out in asking a few more questions about these two properties
is we're actually ticketing the renters not necessarily the property owners. And I
think that, to me, we're going after the wrong people. Those people are not the
ones doing something wrong. It's the person who's letting their house be used
this way. And looking at the-- kind of working through it, just asking Cecil,
because I understood that there was some restriction against even having a
registry that says who actually owns the property, what's a rental property. The
state did ban that, banned cities from doing that back in 2006 or sometime in the
2000s.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Joseph, if you don't mind holding just a sec, do you know why they banned it?
What was the history behind that, do you have a clue?

CITY ATTORNEY
CECIL MCLENDON

My understanding is all of that happened when Marietta passed an ordinance that
called for inspections of residential houses provided as rentals. And that was
struck down by the court on the fourth amendment. I think what happened is the
Legislature came in and sort of put an exclamation point on that for the loss.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah, I think the inspections are what got them all hot under the collar. And then
while they were doing that, if you read the language, it was almost like, "And not
only that, we're not even going to allow you to do this."

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It was prohibiting. It was focused really on prohibiting rentals. Which I think
then the Legislature came in and swung way the other way against that. So our
hands are somewhat tied in what we can do. I think maybe there are few things
that we can do in terms of trying to track down these rental property owners. But
in terms of trying to have an actual list of who owns the properties, is there
anyone who's a prime offender, I think that legally we're not really supposed to
be holding onto that kind of information. I would like to call while the
Legislatures in session, actually pass a resolution asking them to revisit this. Not
saying going crazy, just saying we would like to keep a registry for now. Just
who owns the houses? What is a rental house versus what-- you know. And get
on this list.
I think there can be some strategies we could use to help get people to sign up
for this voluntarily. Council Member Koontz has mentioned a few to me. And so
I really think that if we are able to do that, once we've passed a resolution, I
think we can lobby other cities too. I think that would then allow us to go to
Georgia Municipal Association and get this on their radar for lobbying the
Legislature in the next year or next couple of years. So this is not like a "do it
now and it's going to instantly happen." But we've got to start sometime in order
to actually make a change here. So with that said, I've heard there's some
concern about moving forward with this. Maybe we're moving too fast. Maybe
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we need to ask staff to do some more research. And so rather than ask you all to
move forward with this today, what I would like to ask is, is there anything that
it would take, that you would like to know, that staff can come back with that
would actually make you feel a little bit more comfortable authorizing legal to
draft a resolution? That's my question.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, I'm in full support of it. I think the best way to do this is, as you said, do
some leg work on the end of staff. And also, in order I think for this to be
stronger when it is taken forward to the Legislature, you need to have-- it would
be very helpful to have some other cities on board to lobby them to come along
with you because it's a much stronger message that you're sending. And you
have a much better chance of a success rate when you do that. So if you can get
Chamblee or Brookhaven or Dunwoody or whomever to come on board with
you, then I think that you would certainly have a better chance of getting that
accomplished. I think it's been much needed. It's been talked about before. We've
been told we could not do it. The voluntary's great. At least we'd have some
record of some. Unfortunately, the ones that are really the bad guys are not going
to sign up and do it. But maybe the good guy that doesn't know the renter's doing
something crazy, so to that at least you would have a record. And if we could-you can do a voluntary, right? Can you do that?

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

The law is very prohibitive. I mean, anyone can get -- and put you on notice. I
don't know who would establish a voluntary registry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I don't think you're allowed to--

MAYOR PITTMAN

So you can't do even that, wow.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Very broad. It doesn't say voluntary, involuntary. It says you can't have a
registry.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I think it could be successful. I think it could be successful, but I think we
need to get all of our ducks in a row and get some others on board and make it a
strong, united effort. I mean, that's just my thoughts.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Maybe as a general measure, we ask staff or directs staff to start paying attention
to the property owners and ask the residents to pitch them if there's an issue.
Then maybe there's a follow-up letter to the property owner that says, "This is
the history that's happening on their property," consistently tall grass or debris or
gutters, trees grown, or whatever.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Aren't we doing that? Are we doing that? As follow up?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We do follow up but I think he is taking it a step further with the property owner
more intensively than we are now.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

There's a few defenders and if there's, whatever their baseline is. If we step
above the baseline and staff goes an extra step further to say, hey, property
owner, these are the issues we have happening. Could you please kind of go over
the concerns with your residents. Maybe they can write something into the lease
agreement.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Couldn't the property owner just be responsible for that and take the renter out of
it. Who cares what the renter--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I agree.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I agree with that too.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Because if you're renting a house, you're responsible at the end of the day.
They're not mowing their lawn or whatever, it's on you.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

If I have my house, it's my responsibility to maintain it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So there's two things. There's the immediacy of fixing the issue right away
which is what we all want to see happen. But then there's the long term, hey,
we've been to your property five times and we know you're on your third tenant.
But this is a bigger issue that is not being communicated when you talk to your
tenants. We want you to do something and fix it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

And I agree to what Mr. Abbott had said earlier. I mean, if you start putting that
pressure on them, they're going to get tired of it. And the problem now is, and I
received actually an email from someone in the Northwoods community this
week that almost said verbatim what you said, that if you put enough pressure on
that owner they're either going to start getting more responsible property owners,
or they're just going to sell the property because they don't want to fool with us
anymore. They're like, "I'm done."

MR. THOM ABBOTT

The fines are big enough.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. The fines sometimes are a slap on the hand.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And my understanding is when there's a code-enforcement issue at a property
that's a rental property, they do attempt to find the landowner now. But there's
sometimes, they run into a stone wall about-- the person's either out of state or
we can't serve them or they are hidden behind some LLC. Or you can't figure out
who exactly to send the notice to. And so in that case because of low resources,
we ticket the renter. And I think we can-- I'm asking the council too for this,
some direction to staff. I would like to see us be more aggressive about going
after the person that's the property owner. And if we have to expend some
resources, whether it's doing a skip-trace or serving these people that are out of
state. And the fines may have to be adjusted for dealing with those type of cases.
That would put the pressure on the people that own the property. And like Mr.
Abbott was saying that if these people start getting served, if they're some guy in
New York that owns this house and people are showing up at his business
serving them with a court summons down in Georgia because of the way their
house looks down here that they've not doing anything about, they're going to
come down here and go, "Renter, you need to get on the ball and fix this stuff or
start cutting the grass." And it might affect who they will rent the house to, and
they will stop renting it to people that are going to be negligent.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, and we've tried going after the renters. And that doesn't work because they
really don't care. Most of them don't care, you know.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

They just move.

MAYOR PITTMAN

They just leave, that's right. Enough pressure's put on, they just up and leave.
And then you got a bunch of junk sitting in the front yard.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, the place across the street from me-- so okay, these people are all moving
out. The guy's got a for-rent sign in the yard again. So obviously he doesn't care.
He's just going to fill it up again with like the same thing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And then they throw all their mattresses out on the street, the furniture and stuff.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yeah. There's mattresses that have been sitting out there.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And then we've got to haul all that stuff off, and then another renter comes in
and brings in their junk. And then they throw it out at the street and--

MAYOR PITTMAN

And I don't know who said it, but it's really got to get tougher in court because a
little biddy old fine and a slap on the hand to some people is nothing. And if we
don't really put the pressure on those owners in court, that doesn't mean anything
either. So I think that we need to really have that discussion behind the scenes
maybe on how to get tougher on those property owners.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So if we don't-- Joseph agreed we're not going to bring this resolution thing
forward. But do we have agreement that we want to be-- we want to more
aggressively try to give these fines and stuff to the landowners instead of the
renter? Do we have consensus on that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Well, here's my side. I don't think it's going to be a good idea to go after just
making a renter registry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We're not talking about a--

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Can I?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Go ahead.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I'm just going to stand by with the state laws. But at the same time people who
are repeated violator, repeated offender, we're going to go after them directly,
whether it's renter or a homeowner. We should instead of--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

If we're only going after the renter, then it's just going to be a --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's the same thing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Again, it's two things. It’s the immediate issue that needs to be fixed --

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

It's the fault of both. We can't just be responsible for one.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

If you're a property owner you're responsible for that property.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

But we can't just go back, go just-- if the renter is violator, why would we give a
ticket to the homeowner? The homeowner--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Because he owns the home.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because he owns the property.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

We have to determine what is the issue is. Then we solve it. We just don't go--

MAYOR PITTMAN

That doesn't work anymore. We've tried that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

We just have to get tougher. We just got to go behind -- I mean, the homeowner
or renter. We just have to figure out who is the violator there--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I'd like to say one point.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

It is not fair to someone get a ticket for no reason. It is not fair. Find the person.
Find the person who's the violator. Give them a ticket. Whoever is responsible,
they got to give a ticket or whatever the fine, whatever. We've got to get tougher
on that instead of fining everybody in the city.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, obviously the rental-- the people that rent these places, most of them do
not care if you give them a ticket because they rip them up. We've had them
throw it at our code compliance officers. They don't show up in court. Or
someone said they just move. And then their junk is there. And as you said they
put up another for-rent sign, they don't even clean it up. And the next people
move in and there you are in the same situation. But to Mr. Abbott's point, if you
start tightening up on those, they're going to either get really tired of us or they're
going to put more responsible renters in those homes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Or they're going to sell the property.

MAYOR PITTMAN

They sell the property. Yeah, there you go.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Our city has what, 60% rental properties? Or 40%?

MR. ABBOTT

It's something like almost, I think we're-- my street is almost 60% rental.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

But not 60% are the violators, probably 5%?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Before we ask for the consensus, I just wanted to say one thing that I do want to
still pass a resolution. I'm just pulling it back this meeting because I do-- I don't
want this to just like, "Okay, well, he brought it up and dropped it." I do want to
bring it up again. I just wanted to just start the conversation.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, I think there's two points. I think there's something we can do in the short
term by you guys going back, you and Cecil, and really trying to crack down in
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the court system instead of the little slap on the hand, until we can do something
else. But I am all about these property owners.
COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And want to say one other thing too, because-- one of the things about if we
really target the homeowner and we start figuring out who the guys are, the bad
players are in the city, I have a feeling that the properties that we're having
problems with, the same people own them. But we're not finding those people
because we're not doing the skip traces. We're not doing the stuff where we're
digging in and really finding out who the actual responsible person is. When we
start doing that, we start getting a name, and these same names start floating to
the top every time.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It'd be great if we can have-- if you have three violations of the same thing,
regardless of what house it is then the fines start going up.

MAYOR PITTMAN

We do have that. Don't we have that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Let's do that. Let's go after those people.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So go ahead.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

In terms of the process that code enforcement uses. Some of it depends on the
violation, okay. I will say broadly though, we don't know-- and when I say we,
it's the contractors, the code enforcement officers that are out there. We don't
know what the lease says, whether it's the property owner, which says I will keep
the property up, I will mow the lawn, you know, what have you. Or if that's
something in terms of rent concessions that they have passed on to the renter. So
know that the code enforcement officer starts out not knowing who is
responsible. However, at the end of the day the property is owned by somebody
and that is who they attempt to go after first, is the property owner. But we need
to serve a person.
Now there's an administrative process that Cecil will tell you about that we can
use to do this serving. But it's not as effective as if we can hand that citation to
the individual. So they see a code violation, they go and try to find out who the
property owner is and serve that property owner. And certainly with the
boarding houses and what have you. In other cases where it's debris that is out,
or what have you, where we know in all likelihood it's the tenant who has put it
there and they're not able to get the property owner, they will serve first of all a
notice of violation, which is not a citation. But then a citation on the renter. I just
want to make clear it's not that they aren't currently looking to serve the property
owner, but what we're suggesting is to go a step further, particularly if they find
out that the owner is out-of-state or out-of-town or whatever, to then be able to
use third-party resources to again go after the property owner. I'm fine with that.
But I don't want to leave the impression that they aren't looking for and trying to
serve the property owner in person. We can get you statistics that in many cases
they are successful in getting at the property owner--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, I'd like to know how many that they're not successful. That's what I'd like
to know.
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CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That's part of what I think we're being asked is to bring you back that kind of
data so that you can know what is the level of problem here that we're trying to
serve -- to solve.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I just think the root of it, on many of the properties because I think multiple
homes are held by the same person who you can't reach because they have layer,
two or three layers, because I know, I think it was Lizzy who spent a significant
amount of time last year looking for one, and she went through like four layers
of different--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And then they're out of state.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--management. Management people here and then a management person out of
state. And then another management person to find-- and they won't tell you who
owns it. They refuse to tell you who owns it. So--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Those are called real estate investment trusts.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, they're LLCs and they're, you know.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I believe we need to go after those people. They are the ones who --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Well, those are the owners.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

We need to go after those people instead of 60% are rental property. You can't
go after everybody. But we got to find out exactly who the violator is. Go after
the violators to the extent of the law, wherever it is.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, it sounds like it's in consensus here of the majority of the council. It
sounds like there's a consensus that we'd like you to do some research and I
guess if you think of some other things. And it sounds like that the majority of
the council here wants to go after those property owners and find a way to do
that. So I think that's what we need to do is to let you do your research. Do some
behind-the-scenes homework on getting something--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And let the solicitor know that if you want to let the court know--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. Well, the court system-- yeah, that's-- well, y'all need to have that
conversation.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Figure that out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, I think that that's in the short term to do that. But I think that go ahead and
start working and lobbying with the other cities to try to bring a strong case that
we can get passed.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

What I will say is I think that getting other cities on board before we pass
something is going to be very difficult. And we had to lead the way on the
nondiscrimination ordinance. And then Chamblee has followed us. Clarkston.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Duluth's talking.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Duluth is talking about it. So it takes someone to be a leader. It's time for
Doraville to be a leader.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I agree with that 100%. But when you're taking it to the legislators, it's a little bit
different.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I'm saying, we've passed it--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

The thing is there was a -- I spoke to GMA about this. And there was a pushback
in the 2005 time frame to do something about this. And whoever was in control
of the house at the time, it was squashed. And that person has only gone up
higher in the structure over there. So I want us to be a leader. But I don't want us
to be the first one to be called out as overbearing government or whatever kind
of stuff they're going to throw back at us. So my preference would be, let's build
a good strategy and if it works out that we're able to coordinate with several
cities in the area over a one- or two-month period, that we all get it done, I think
that's --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I'm for that. I will say that we'd probably would need to actually draft something
to share with them.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. Yeah, then we need to do that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Because I think that's one of the things that we would need help with Cecil.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So if the council majority's okay with Cecil coming up with something, doing a
little work on coming up with something to draft to try to share with these, and
have the conversations with these cities to try to move this forward to go after
those property owners in the registry, is what we're really looking at. Then I
think that's something that you can be working on as well.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

I have given this some thought since the conversation started going around. And
there's a broad prohibition of registry that's very, so clear that --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah, it's very clear.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

The question would be-- and I think it ties in well with the conversation we've
had tonight because the problem we run into is an absentee owner. You go to the
tax records, it's an LLC and you can't figure out where you go behind the LLC to
find a responsible party. So you may be able to approach this at the legislative
level with a sort of strategically minimum that you ask for that would give you
what would help. Which is we don't want broad powers of inspection, anything
like that. All I really like to say is, if you're renting, can you let us know where's
the name of the person who would be the responsible party who consents to
jurisdiction. Right? Someone who is an owner's representative who would come
into court. That would be a legislative --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Not the management people because they don't care.
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CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

Right, it has to be the person--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ 01:23:47

The agent for the property.

CITY ATTORNEY
MCLENDON

--the person who's going to-- as they say the designated --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's right. That the owner has designated, it's willing to take [crosstalk].

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

To me that sounds like a reasonable approach. And I think that's something that
we can then share with other cities. I have had some conversations. I think
Stephe's had some conversations with some cities that might be interested in this,
so.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I think so too. I think if we had a draft sort of like we'd been able to share the
draft, the nondiscrimination ordinance. And like Clarkston took our draft and
they did some different stuff to it. It's not going to look just like ours. But it was
a good starting point. And I think them having a starting point, especially for a
resolution, it's a pretty simple thing to put together. And we've talked with Sally
Harrell, and some of the other officials at the state level that were understanding
of what we were talking about.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Sally was very receptive.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yeah, and Scott Holcomb was too. So I think--

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's a different group now, and I think you're going to get a better reception for
this versus before.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

10 years ago.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. No doubt.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And I think the other thing that-- and I wasn't really going to bring this up, but I
think I will anyway. I think part of what's going on with what we're seeing with
the boarding houses and stuff could be related to human trafficking. And I know
that's really-- the prevalence of that has jumped up dramatically over the last 10
years. And I think that's something that we need to make sure that we're not
enabling, or the lack of a registry could be enabling them to create housing for
human trafficking, and it's something that--

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's only a valid point. I will say our police department, though, is really on top
of that. Anytime they go into a boarding house, those are the things that they
look at automatically. So I know that they're on top of it. So that--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But it might've discouraged them from even ever coming here. So that's another
point.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Which goes back to if you put enough pressure on those owners, they're not
going to want to be here to do that. Plain and simple.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And that's the goal.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So that's the goal. That's the end goal. All right.

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Continued discussion on the City of Doraville Noise Ordinance.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Good points, thank you. All right. Then we have one more item here, and I
believe this was brought up by you originally, and we were given legal direction
to come back with some of the thoughts that we had on the noise ordinance. And
I think you have that prepared for us, David?

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY DAVID
HOWELL

I do. Hi, I'm David Howell, Assistant City Attorney. Let me grab something.

Stephe had asked us to come put together some recommendations regarding the
noise ordinance. So we went and looked at neighboring noise ordinances. And
this is supposed to just glean off the discussion on where you would like to see
the Doraville noise ordinance. So the issues with the noise ordinance are
identified in the slide. The current provisions regarding noise are spread
throughout the Doraville municipal code. If you just search for noise within the
code, you'll see it in like in 20 different sections. You'll see it in the zoning
ordinance. You'll see it in violations. I think miscellaneous offenses. You'll see it
all throughout the code. So it's not just in one specific section. The current
framework attempts to individually regulate different types of noise. So there's
criteria for animals, there's criteria for radios, there's criteria for cars. It doesn't
always prescribe a specific method to measure the noise, which can be a
problem. And lastly, it needs to be updated to reflect amendments from the state
fireworks regulation. If you recall a few years ago, the state said, "Well, local
municipalities can't write their own fireworks. We don't want them doing that."
And then they thought a little bit after probably being bombarded with
complaints said, we should allow some regulation to take place. So we need to
update our noise ordinance to reflect that.
So what we have proposed is a four-class framework for noise ordinance. It
breaks it down by the type of district you're in. We believe that makes sense
because does it really matter if the noise is coming from a radio, somebody
playing the drums too loud, or whether it's a dog barking? Probably not. If you're
annoyed because one of your neighbors is creating noise, you probably don't
care which of those categories it falls into. So what we said is create a four-class
framework. The first class would be residential districts. Second one would be
motor vehicles. Third would be commercial and mixed-use districts. And the
fourth one, public property. So in regard to residential districts, we proposed-and this is in-line with what other cities around us are doing, namely Sandy
Springs, Norcross. It prescribes a time of day and then a noise level. So during
the night, during the evening hours from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., we're saying it
can be 55. We're proposing to allow 55 decibels or 10 decibels above ambient
noise level whichever is greater. Now if you see the other chart that I passed out,
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it shows what different noise levels are. So if you look at a passenger car going
65 miles per hour at 25 feet, that's about 70 decibels.
Now one thing to notice when you're talking about decibels, it's just-- if you say
there's a noise of 70 decibels, and a noise at 80 decibels, it's not just 13% louder.
It's almost twice as loud. Because it's actually exponentially loud. So that's
always something to think about. A jet takeoff would be 100 decibels at 305
meters. Or a jet takeoff at 25 meters would sound like it's 150 decibels. Now 150
decibels is going to bust your eardrums. So if you go back and you look at it,
you'll see in the residential district we're saying from 9 to near the evening hours,
55 decibels or 10 decibels above the ambient noise level. Daytime from 7:00
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., we're saying 65 decibels or 10 decibels above the ambient
noise level. Now in the residential districts, there would be numerous
exemptions such as for athletic contests, school sponsored activities, city
sponsored events, stuff like that. And it also prescribes a method for measuring
noise in multi-family dwellings, which is helpful.
Next chart you see motor vehicles and it breaks it down. The chart shows
different classes of vehicles and the maximum volume that they can produce.
This would govern stuff such as somebody decided to remove their muffler and
drive up and down the street. This would regulate stuff like that. It contains
exemptions for parades. So if someone wants to have a parade, I guess you can
have the motorcycles and they can rev the engines. The next category would be
commercial districts. And this is similar to the residential districts but just a little
bit louder. I say a little bit louder, but it's all relative. So the evening hours from
11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., we're saying 80 decibels or 10 decibels above ambient
noise level. And then in day time hours, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m., we're saying-- I
think I got that-COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

You've got that one backwards.

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

Yeah, I do. Okay. I'll make sure I fix that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I was like, "What?"

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

-- collection and sanitation services. I looked at that and I was like, "Wow, that's
weird." All right. And then public property is another classification. So that's
parks and the like. And day or night, maximum noise level, 75 decibels. So there
are ways that a landowner could petition and get a variance. And that would be
an administrative variance. They would submit a written petition to the
department of community development. And there's certain things that they need
to provide. They need to show that noise levels occurring within the period of
variance would not constitute a danger to public health. Compliance with this
division would impose an unreasonable hardship on the applicant. And
compliance with this provision would provide a benefit to the public equal to or
greater than any detriment caused by noncompliance. And then it also has certain
criteria for the granting of the variance. Now, when would a variance be needed?
In another city they were building a building. And there were going to be
extremely long concrete pours. And there was no way for them to break up the
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pours and do different pours. It was going to take more than 12 hours or
whatever the daytime hours were. So they needed to get a variance to get around
that.
MAYOR PITTMAN

So we had an issue very similar to that. Because in the hot, hot summer when
roofers are coming out and trying to put roofing on the house before it's so hot. I
forgot what we allowed, but we ended up allowing them to do it because after 11
o'clock it's unbearable on those roofs. So they were starting at daylight, almost
dark.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right. And that's just one day.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So, right, that's what I'm saying. But you've got something like that-- it shouldn't
be a long, drawn-out process for them to be able to do that, to put a roof on their
house, to get a variance or whatever. It shouldn't be like, let's fill this out and a
week later you might get approved. So we need to make sure that process is
streamlined. We can do it like 24 hours so they're not stuck waiting a week just
so they can get a variance to start roofing at 6 in the morning.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Add to it, what I'm trying to say, if someone need a windows or roofing,
something like that, it should be a short process. A very short process. Or maybe
something online, quickly can be done. I have seen some resident don't even take
no permit just because it's a long process. It's like, "Well, I'm just going to take a
chance."

MAYOR PITTMAN

So that's a little bit different issue than what we're talking about, but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But this is an administrative area, so, yeah.

MAYOR PITTMAN

This is administrative. That's what I'm trying to say is, that they're not caught up
in a long, drawn-out process.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

They're not waiting for us.

MAYOR PITTMAN

It could just be somebody coming in, filling out, and signing off that I need to
put my roof on my house and start at 6 in the morning for this one day. Not fill
out an application and wait a week for somebody to answer you is what I'm
saying.

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

Right. And this is saying you can fill it out 48 hours prior to needing the
variance. And I believe that's a good time for it. It's very --.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

They can fill it out while they're doing the permit.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, yeah. Because we've had that before.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

They can say, "Hey, not only do we need a permit to do this roof, we need to
start earlier because it's going to be a 100 degrees this week.
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ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

In the instance I was talking about, with the long concrete pour, you know they
came and they got the building permit. And then it was months later when they
realized, "We can't break up this concrete pour without jeopardizing the integrity
of the project." Section 10-113 would have an exemption for construction and
repair. It's saying that before 7:30 or after 7:30 p.m. you can have noise not to
exceed 55 decibels -- outside property boundary. It contains certain exemptions
from-- additional exemptions for New Year's Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.
And then an important caveat was that it is notwithstanding interior construction
shall be permitted on Saturdays and Sundays subject to the provisions of sections
10-107(a) and (b) or section 10-109 above, as applicable”. And that's just -- And
then the last area, which will probably provoke a lot of discussion, is fireworks.
I'm a dog owner, so obviously when the fireworks are going off at 1:00 a.m., so-but how do you all want to regulate it? There's four holidays that we can't really
take away the ability of people to shoot fireworks. Memorial Day, Labor Day,
July 4th, and New Year's. So we have to allow those. We can also allow others.
What are your thoughts on regulating fireworks? Where would we like to see
that go?

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I want to say something actually. Since this is a diverse community, and a lot of
people celebrate-- they have a different New Year or different Christmas or a
different other days to celebrate. I would like to add it to our ordinance. So those
diverse community step aside or they can't do what they want to do on the days
they want to celebrate. So--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Let's say that Christmas Eve, the Latino community celebrates Christmas Eve.
As all of you well know, if you live in the neighborhoods, there's more fireworks
that go off on Christmas Eve than on the 4th of July. The Latino communities,
that's their celebration on Christmas Eve night. It's like celebrating the birth of
Jesus or I'm not sure what. That's what I've heard.

MS. SUSAN
CRAWFORD

Maybe they can come up with some other way. I mean--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I'm just saying that's what-- to his point.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But everyone's allowed to use fireworks up to 10 every night regardless, right?

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

So it's an interesting caveat, if you look how it's written. On any day beginning
at the time of 10:00 a.m. up to and including any time to 11:59 p.m. Subject to
the provisions of Chapter 10, Article 4 of the Doraville municipal code, subject
to the noise ordinance. So you can't outright prohibit fireworks, but you can
make them abide by the rules.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I've got a question. So the meter? So are we doing this-- Chief, doing this by
a meter?

CHIEF OF POLICE
JOHN KING

Yes, ma'am.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

They're going to exceed the --. But the last time we had this discussion, we as a
body agreed that we were going to follow state law for the whole year, but that
we were going to talk with CPACS or maybe some other multicultural nonprofit
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to help us come up with the other dates. Because I know, Mexican Independence
Day you were saying, they-CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

The 16th of September, and Tomorrow's Chinese New Year.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Chinese New Year and stuff.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. They do the fire crackers, And you got your holiday coming up the next
month.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

My opinion is on these dates where we know they're going to shoot off
fireworks, it's kind of ridiculous for us to make them illegal because they're
going to shoot them off anyway. And so these holidays that we know people in
the community are going to shoot off fireworks, I think we should extend them
to 1:00 because they're going to shoot them off anyway. And to make something
illegal that we know they're going to violate on the front end is just to me being
bad government.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

What about like Christmas Eve? Because I do think there's a lot of cross-cultural
conflict on that one because there's a lot of people who also have this like,
"We're going to make our kids go to bed early or we're going to have some quiet
night in." And so I do think that's one area where my right to celebrate one way
is being impacted by my neighbor who's celebrating another. So 1:00 AM does
seem a little late to me on Christmas Eve, but.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

I think we should just do like the poets do and just finger snap. I mean.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But I do-- I get where you're coming from on-- if people are going to really-- if
people are really going to--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But are we going to enforce it? Is John King going to go around writing tickets
to everybody that's shooting off fireworks?

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, no. But I will tell you right now. I can just tell you right now. On those
nights, in particular Christmas Eve, that alone takes up resources and takes them
away from chasing these-- by the time they get there, they're done. And then
they go back over here and they're done. And then they're starting back up over
here, so it's like a wild goose chase.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It's hard to find out where they are.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. And then they're complaining about here in Doraville, but it's actually
happening in Chamblee because Chamblee doesn't have the regulation. So it's
like a wild goose chase, and it's taking up resources that are not necessarily
available.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I guess that's kind of my point is, I don't personally, do I like them shooting off
fireworks at 12:30 on Christmas Eve? I don't. But they're doing it and for us to
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write a law, we're going to say you can't shoot them off past midnight, are we
going to actually enforce that? Are they going to chase those people down? If
they're not it's kind of silly to make a law that we're not going to enforce.
MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, they don't write tickets. I mean they go out and if they can catch them they
tell them to stop, plain and simple. I mean, you know.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Just out of curiosity, as we’re going through this discussion. Do we have any
data on code enforcement from the police department on how many calls do they
receive?

MAYOR PITTMAN

A million on Christmas Eve night, a million.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

The Chief sent that to me.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Can I ask another question?

MAYOR PITTMAN

He was trying to speak a minute ago. Chief, would you mind standing up?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Let me ask you a question. When people call up at 12 o'clock on Christmas
saying, "My neighbor down the street is shooting off fireworks." Would you
rather have to tell them, "Yes, that's against the law. We're going to go look at
it." Or say, "I'm sorry. It's okay till 1 o'clock." Would that make you guys to be
able to actually do your job?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

You noticed that the city manager's got her hook ready to pull me off the mic.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Well, if it’s policy then I’ll have to --

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

Yeah. I'll be very frank. We by policy respond to every call serviced. We try not
to interpret the law. The challenge we have in this town is that we have the
fireworks, which are very innocuous but you know, it's a nuisance. And we
handle it as a nuisance. The challenge we have is a lot of people like to shoot
guns.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's a problem.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

That's the issue.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

So what we do is when we get so saturated with calls, what we'll do is we'll send
an officer into the area and we'll tell them, stay in service. You're available for
calls, but don't be out of service because you're chasing firecrackers. Unless you
see somebody doing it in the neighborhood, go tell the adult, "Hey, can you
please? It's past the hour." Because this last season we tried to explain people the
law, and then people either got their own interpretation. They went and looked at
Chamblee's. They look at DeKalb County's code, and they were arguing with our
911 dispatchers, and that wasn't very helpful. So what we do is we'll answer
every call that we get. But we really focus on the folks using firearms to shoot
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up in the air because of the extreme danger. So we try to prioritize that.
Hopefully I'm not in trouble with the city manager.
MAYOR PITTMAN

No. I think the focus on that should be since the celebratory gun fire is a bigger
issue versus the fireworks. That's dangerous.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

Did that answer your question?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I'm just wondering how effective is it for us to have a law for Christmas Eve at
midnight rather than 1 o'clock, where they're going to be doing it anyway.
Maybe that's not the question you wanted to answer.

MAYOR PITTMAN

What is the state, right now, what is that? I mean, what is it on those holidays?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

So the particular days I think it's 1:00 AM.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

It's 11:59 every day except New Year's Eve it goes to 1 o'clock.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

And the 4th of July is just until?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

1 o'clock.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right. I mean 4th of July is one.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

4th of July and I think New Year's Eve. And I think those are 1:00 AM.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because on those holiday days, midnight is when they light everything up. Or
even compromise at 12:30 .

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Ms. Gates, you said every day is until 11:59.

MAYOR PITTMAN

But you don't have-- I'm sorry, there's really not particularly any issues on just
random days. It's just generally around Christmas Eve, Christmas, yeah--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

That was my question is, is outside of the holidays, what is the--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Nothing.

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

Just doing whatever --. It's Tuesday and we're shooting off fireworks because--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Very rarely. Every once in awhile someone's having a birthday party and may do
it, but very rarely. I'm pretty sure.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN 01:45:41

It's just around the holidays. And it's usually during the day when it happens.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, yeah. So I don't have a problem.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

In my culture nobody do that. We just, so like Mexican--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

So like Mexican Independence Day, do you get calls on that night because
people are shooting off fireworks?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

We even get calls on Saint Patrick's Day. I didn’t even know we had an Irish
contingent in Doraville, but we do.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Just like Lunar New Year's starts, and they do the firecrackers at the different
restaurants, and we've all been to those where they do the real loud firecrackers.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And maybe 1 o'clock's too late. Is 12:30-- because they start at midnight and by,
I know like this Christmas Eve, by 12:30 it had pretty much died off. And
anybody that's shooting off after 12:30, that's starting to get obnoxious. And so
could that be a compromise? I'm just throwing-- you know. And I think I've said
enough. That's kind of where I weigh in on this.

MAYOR PITTMAN

You said 11:59 and 1:00 on the other holidays.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

It's 12 o'clock. 11:59 which is 12 o'clock.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I don't know why they said 11:59.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Do we have any leeway-- we have leeway to restrict it though on the other days,
at least to make it fall within our noise ordinance, right? So but the noise
ordinance wouldn't apply on these particular days because I would prefer to be
more restrictive on those other days when not everyone is going to be setting off
fireworks and--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Right. And you're right, but then you-- do you get back into the cultural--?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, I take your point. I do think Christmas Eve is sort of a--

MAYOR PITTMAN

it is definitely. That's a hard one.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It's a hard day to say, "Yeah, I want a bunch of fireworks going off all night."
But the other ones I think, you know, Lunar New Year, Mexican Independence
Day, probably there does need to be some look at--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Why don't we just leave it, makes it less complicated for our police department,
rather than two or three different laws all over the books.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I would suggest to leave it as it is--

MAYOR PITTMAN

As it is. Stephe, I think that is what you were saying, just leave at state law.
Leave it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

State law's okay. I just hate seeing an ordinance that is not the reality of what
people are doing.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think just leave it alone.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But I'm okay with just leaving it alone too.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. Just leave it alone. So your real issue was the barking dogs to start with,
wasn't it? Wasn't that what brought this on?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

No, it was the music.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, it was the loud parties.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's the loud parties and the neighbors.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And that's what-- and one of the things-- decibel stuff is confusing. I was
confused about it enough where I went to Amazon and spent 15 bucks to buy a
sound meter, walked around the city measuring stuff. And it makes a huge
difference where you measure it from. And this thing when it's saying, like a
garbage disposal, it's 80 decibels when you're standing right there next to it. But
when you go in the other room and close the door, or you go outside, you don't
even hear it and it doesn't even measure. So we're not saying we're going to
outlaw garbage disposals and food blenders. We're saying we're not going to
have noise that loud at the property line spilling over into your neighbor's
property. So if somebody's got 80 decibel music inside their house and they've
got all the windows closed and all that stuff and at the property line it's not that
loud, that's not a big deal. But if they've got all the windows open, or they got
the stereo out in the front yard or they got their doors open in their cars--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yes, it has.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

--and they're out there blasting, that's a different thing. And so that's why they
have a sound meter because you can't just-- it's very subjective. But with a
meter, like I said, it depends on the distance from it. And I'm assuming that this
noise ordinance has it that we're measuring at the property line, right?

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And so--

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

There at the property line from the public curb.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right, like at the curb. And so--

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

And furthermore --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Robert, Robert. See what Bonita is saying? So--
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COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

If someone's got like double-pane windows and all that kind of stuff--

MAYOR PITTMAN

--can I just ask? I know this is a loaded question, but how effective are the
meters?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

Depends on the quality of the—I mean, we've got some decent ones, they're old.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Do all the patrolmen that are--

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

No. We've actually have two.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

That doesn't even-- you can't even enforce it because that person --.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

I mean, they're at the station. When we get the complaint, we'll have somebody
come pick it up and take it there. At the end of the day, it doesn't make it cost
effective to have everybody with a-- we don't have that many call problems .

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

You're not getting calls all the time.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

So when we have a call, we run to the station, pick it up and then take it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And the current ordinance is based off the sound meter, too. It's not like we're
introducing something different.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

It's the only way we can take the subjectivity out of that when we're going to
prosecution.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Because the old one just said, a reasonable person with something-- you can't-that's not enforceable.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah. What's considered reasonable to somebody.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right, that was before they had sound meters.

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

Well, in the past we had issues with the content.

MAYOR PITTMAN

There was some concern that you wouldn't even be able to mow your grass
because some lawn mowers are really loud.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But that's excluded.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, but I'm saying that was some concerns we heard from citizens when we
started talking about this. You know, earlier.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Right. But lawn equipment's exempt. And there's exemptions for--
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COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Just out of curiosity, how long does the noise have to be going on before it's
something that-- you walk up there and, "Hey, you hit 80 decibels and--"

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

I believe it's a rolling 60 second average. That's what I thought was in there, but
I'll have to double check.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So 60 seconds, Chief?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

I thought it was longer than that.

MAYOR PITTMAN

I did too. I thought it was like five, like-- a barking dog is like five minutes--

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

A barking dog is like 15 minutes.

MAYOR PITTMAN

--a long time.

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

This is in the proposed ordinance.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. Because I mean, honestly an officer is going to sit in front of the house for
15 minutes and hope he hears the dog bark? I mean that's the same thing.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

David, I really appreciate you taking the time to work on the noise ordinance.
You put a lot of work into it. I was not a fan of you changing or correcting or
looking into anything other than what we already have because I feel we
shouldn't be writing ordinances that we can't enforce, number one. And number
two, I think it's more important that we get back on the previous ordinance that
you're supposed to be working on, is the on-street parking and how long the
vehicles can be and how high they can be, and so forth and so on, because I
think we have more of that in the neighborhoods than we do with noise. So that's
my opinion.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Patrick?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I sort of agree. And I've seen this in Norcross. They've come up with variances
for construction. They've come up with different ways to handle it or-- you
know, at the end of the day, do I want an officer patrolling the neighborhood or
do I want them stationed at someone's house listening for a barking dog or a
firecracker or anything like that?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

But they currently have to-- if somebody calls about a barking dog, they
currently have to go out and sit there and listen for a dog barking.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I think that this is a rework of our ordinance to make it more enforceable and
less all over the place versus right now where--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

It absolutely gets back to my question, which was what was the amount of data?
How much data on noise complaints do you guys have outside of the holiday
events? That would be helpful to know because are we fixing a problem that
happens rarely, and may end up having bigger consequences on agitating our
neighbors more than anything else? I sort of go back to the driveway
conversation. As someone who used to have a gravel driveway, for the City
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Council to go out and say, "Hey, in five years, you've got to get rid of it." And
that's a lot of money to put on people. There's a lot of consequences to the
actions that this council can do, and I'm just not sure that the consequences are
worth the --.
COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Can I clear up something too? This was not initiated by me. What he's doing,
this was staff going and looking at our current noise ordinance and reading how
all over the place it is, and there's problems with the way it's written, where
there's conflicting stuff in it.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

But we had a discussion that said that we were fine with what we were trying to- what we had initially--

MAYOR PITTMAN

We did. The majority of the Council said they were fine.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But during that conversation, they also said-- the attorneys also said, we will
look and compare it to other ordinances.

MAYOR PITTMAN

They did, but that was not the wishes of the majority of the Council. They did go
do that, but the majority of the Council said that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

But they said they were going to in the meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

I thought internally the staff looked at it and saw problems with the ordinance.
And that's why this got moved forward. It's not me. I haven't been talking to
anybody.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So Ms. Gates, speak up.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

All right, it started much like this discussion where there wasn't total consensus.
But towards the end of the discussion, the attorneys knowing that it was of some
interest, indicated that they would go and look to see what other cities were
doing. In that course of looking at other cities and trying to compare ours, we
found that we had it in different sections and different ordinances. And therefore
we decided that it would be efficient if we pulled those together. So the initiative
that has been undertaken here in terms of trying to pull it together was a staff
initiative that was not a Council request. But it came about because in order to
try and compare ourselves to other cities, that became difficult because we have
it in different sections of different ordinances.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I can just say--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And really--

MAYOR PITTMAN

If you'll let me just say one thing. If they get a loud music call, they're going to
go out and knock on that door with or without a meter and ask them to turn the
music down. If they get a barking dog, they're going to go and if they can hear
the dog, sometimes they go back multiple times. They're going to know that that
dog is barking and they're going to knock on that door. So none of this would
even matter. To me the bigger issue is if, like in Chamblee, they had those big
revivals and those big speakers, and the only thing that was able to-- and that
was affecting the Northwoods community-- was the only thing Chamblee had to
go by is that meter. And they used their meter to go over to say, "Okay, you're
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above this so you've got to turn it down or you've got to leave." And to me, that's
when something like that really comes in handy because if they get those calls
on music, fireworks, or whatever, they're going to go, and they're going to tell
those people that they need to turn it down, tell the dog to stop barking. So to me
a decibel-- I just think that the only thing that's going to benefit is something like
the big, loud, you know parking lot parties or whatever.
COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

And something David mentioned, and you can all do this when you get home.
Pull up the muni code, search noise and it's spread out all through the code.
There's stuff in the alcohol ordinance that talks about code, there's--

MAYOR PITTMAN

Really?

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Depending on that ordinance, it has different regulations.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

It’s not consistent.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

There's actually a thing that talks about noise, and then it's the title of the article
is noise something. And then when you read it, it's got nothing to do with noise.
And so that's part of what they're trying to do is clean up the code. And the issue
with our current noise ordinance, it looks like an ordinance that was written
before there was a noise meter, probably in the 1950s. And it's been patched and
added on to and people go, "Oh, dogs are barking. Let's add that." "Oh, here's
this thing. Let's add that on." And what David is trying to do is create something
clean and simple that's shorter and easier to understand. And that's all we're
doing here. We're not changing the process of how it even works.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay, so during New Year's we got five calls for loud noises, seven calls for
fireworks and one call for shots fired.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Christmas Eve.

MAYOR PITTMAN

That's not even-- yeah, Christmas Eve. So--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

What about the rest of the year?

CHIEF OF POLICE
KING

You didn't ask me to check that --

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

I had said that the days that we are not going to have celebrations or holidays,
what are the typical noise calls? So that's my point -- what are we--

MAYOR PITTMAN

So I guess at the end of the day-- fixing a problem that's not there?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Are we fixing a problem that's not there, and do we need to have a better
approach for those holidays is ultimately what I think we should consider.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

Oh, I think it sounds like the consensus of the council is to leave that one alone.
And it sounds like I'm not hearing a real big consensus for moving forward with
this either.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Well, actually, I haven't had a chance to talk yet.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Oh, okay. Sorry.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

So I want to commend you and commend staff on the work that you're doing.
Part of what we really need to be looking at, and I'd like to hear what everyone
else has to say is looking at things that are kind of all over the place and trying to
make them easier to understand. At the end of the day, the laws should be
compiled into a-- or should be compiled into a single document. At least where
you know what all the noise regulations are. We have noise regulations, and
apparently some of them don't match each other. So something should be done. I
don't think that we're doing our job as a city if we've got stuff that's hard for the
public to understand. And we've also got stuff that contradicts itself. So I do
think--

MAYOR PITTMAN

So maybe that's a different direction, then. I think than what y'all were given,
maybe? Yes, you're shaking your heads, yes. So that's a little bit different from
what I think what you thought you were going to go do. So I think what Mr.
Geierman is saying is absolutely right. If it's all over the place and it's not clear
and it's over here, over there. So--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's all I was saying.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. So maybe that's different than what was conveyed to you originally. So
maybe that's something you can go back and look at and try to pull it all together
and make it clearer. I'll tell you the history on this whole noise ordinance to start
with is we had this big ballroom. Any of you that's been around a long time,
Chief. That was crazy. You could hear it all the way in my neighborhood, and so
that was-- some of the residents are saying yes. That was really the issue. That
was the ball room and you could hear it-- I mean you could hear it all over
Doraville, quite honestly. So that's why a lot of this was developed. Now why it's
all over in different places and some of it doesn't even matter. So maybe that's
what we should do, is rather than--

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

We should first look at the whole consolidated ordinance, and then say what
makes sense, what doesn't make sense.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So there you go. Does that help, Cecil, David? Does that give you a different
direction? No.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No. That is what he was trying to do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I'm not so sure it's your responsibility --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Mr. Naser said he didn't agree with it, is what he said. He didn't agree with the
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COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

I mean, everybody have a different holidays. You've got to respect that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

I hate to put it on your back. But if you are consolidating our code of ordinances
and our zoning codes, and so forth and so on, then it should be more staff than it
is legal. And then in the process of them sizing it, then you also have to know
what you're deleting. Or what ordinance number or what item number you're
deleting, and you could add it into the new document number such and such.
Because if you just hand us a brand new document, and we don't seam to muni
code having deleted such and such.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

That was going to be the next step. And we did work on this together, so it
wasn't exclusively that legal went out and did this. It was when we saw that there
were some challenges within different places, we thought there needed to be a
consolidation. Tonight's discussion was simply to bring that back to you to
indicate, compare it to other cities. We looked to see where we needed to update
and consolidate. And so we want feedback before either stopping and doing
nothing else or moving forward to put together an ordinance that would repeal
all of these various sections that we have now into one noise ordinance. I think
we gleaned some of the issues of what would have to change. One of the things
I'm still a little bit confused about is when you say not to do anything about the
holidays. Are we talking simply about the time or are we talking about not
adding any?

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think we're just saying leave whatever state law says on fireworks, is what
we're saying.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

Okay. So no adding other--

MAYOR PITTMAN

I think they just want to leave that alone, yes. To me that was the consensus.
However, I think, Ms. Koontz wanted to say something.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

No, I just I think it's important that if we find-- like I shared with you all the
problems that I found in our current noise ordinance for conflicts and stuff and
all the different sections where it's spread out in places that have nothing to do
with noise. There's a little thing written about noise there. And all that needs to
be repealed. Come up with a modern ordinance that's just a couple of pages that
covers the noise thing. We're not changing what we're doing with the noise,
we're just cleaning up some old code that's got a bunch of conflicting language
in it.

MAYOR PITTMAN

So did you change-- this was changed?

ASSISTANT CITY
ATTORNEY
HOWELL

This was changed. I mean, yes, it was changed. But there are certain elements
that you could not reconcile. If you want me to, we can go back-- I mean, we
don't have to adopt this. We don't have to do anything. Just like our current noise
ordinance on fireworks.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

One last thing and then I'll be quiet. One of the things that was a problem with
the old ordinance was it just said it was 75 decibels throughout the whole city.
Whether it was a commercial, whether you were talking about over at the tank
farm or the tanker truck filling up, or somebody's house at 2 o'clock in the
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morning. It was the same. And what he's doing here, what other cities are doing
is they have one set of noise levels for commercial properties, and then they have
a quieter level in the neighborhoods, where people are sleeping. And I don't
think that the noise levels that are allowed at the commercial area are appropriate
at 2 o'clock in the morning next to somebody's house. And that's one of the
things that all these cities are doing, is they've had different noise levels for
different zoning districts depending on whether there are people sleeping there or
not, is basically what it's doing. And I don't see why that's a big conflict.
COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Just asking again, can we get data for the nonholiday events to find out what
exactly the real problem is?

MAYOR PITTMAN

But you're still talking about something--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Any of the noise issues. Any of the noise issues. Let's have the Chief or Regina
come to us and say, "These are the number of complaints that we're having.
These are the problems that we're trying to fix."

MAYOR PITTMAN

So you're talking about all noise complaints?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Any noise complaints --

MAYOR PITTMAN

Dumpster banging at 6 o'clock in the morning or--?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

--whatever. Yes, let's put it together and find out what it is. And then if we look
at it, we can make a good policy tailored towards some of the concerns that have
been raised. Let's see what really is the problem. Do we really have a history of
issues? Across the street from my house, they used to come out at 4 o'clock in
the morning and bang the dumpsters. I called the police department and they
talked to the property owner, and the property owner adjusted it to 7 o'clock in
the morning. It's a much easier time.

MAYOR PITTMAN

But that's already on the books for us to do that.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

And that's my point. So what do we need to fix? Let's get data that says here's a
problem.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We're fixing a badly written ordinance.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

But let's get the data that says we can tailor make the fix to the problem. Look, I
haven't heard the police in the seven years that I've been here come here to me
and say, "Councilman Patrick, we have a huge problem with the noise ordinance.
It's ineffective. It's not doing this. Our officers are hamstrung by this that or the
other." Let's get the data. If you go with some level of decibel reading that gets
worked into it, but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

We're trying to fix a badly written code that's spread out all over the place.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I'm fine with getting the data. I also think we shouldn't drop rewriting it, but we
should use the data to inform what we do.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Let's get the data first, then we can talk about it.
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COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

I do think that we need to have a comprehensive and noise ordinance that doesn't
contradict itself.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Well, it certainly doesn't need to be in five or six different places, that's for sure.
And it needs to be understandable but--

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

That's all I'm asking is that it gets rewritten into one place that's understandable.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Does not what seems to be --.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. So, Ms. Gates, do you think you can-- Cecil, you all kind of understand
now?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

We'll figure it out.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Okay. All right. Well, then, so thank you, David, very much.

VI. CITY MANAGER'S UPDATES AND COMMENTS
MAYOR PITTMAN

Ms. Gates, did you have something you wanted to say, anything else?

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

No. Oh, just that we'll know hopefully by tomorrow evening, we're getting
information about Saturday.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Yeah, the retreat's on Saturday. We were having it, those of you that I talked to a
little bit, at Big Green Egg, but there was a scheduling conflict. So now it's going
to be at the new newspaper-- used to be the Halpern headquarters. There's a new
newspaper, Latino newspaper, very nice building, nice conference room. So we
will be having it there instead. But next time we'll do Big Green Egg. But there
was a scheduling conflict there so we couldn't do that. So this Saturday. It was
all in your packets. It was all in the original calendar that was sent out.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

That it was just changed?

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

On Saturday morning, right?

MAYOR PITTMAN

It's always been on Saturday morning--

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

No, no, no that it's changing from Big Green Egg to the newspaper place.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Oh, yeah, we just found that out.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Okay.

CITY MANAGER
WILLIAMS-GATES

The location is changing.
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MAYOR PITTMAN

There was a conflict-- she double booked us. Not our staff. It wasn't our staff. It
was their staff.

VII. ADJOURNMENT
MAYOR PITTMAN

So, okay. Motion to adjourn? Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

So moved.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Second?

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Second.

MAYOR PITTMAN

Discussion? Call the roll, please.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Fleming.

COUNCIL MEMBER
FLEMING

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Geierman.

COUNCIL MEMBER
GEIERMAN

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Naser.

COUNCIL MEMBER
NASER

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Patrick.

COUNCIL MEMBER
PATRICK

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Hillard.

COUNCIL MEMBER
HILLARD

Yes.

CITY CLERK
GONZÁLEZ

Council Member Koontz.

COUNCIL MEMBER
KOONTZ

Yes.

MAYOR PITTMAN
Thank you, meeting adjourned.
There being no further business to come before the City Council, the Extended Work Session adjourned at
7:41 p.m.

Packet Pg. 166

4

MEMORANDUM
TO:

Mayor and City Council

FROM:

Enrique Bascuñana, Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Z-18-04: Replacement of the Exhibit “A” document pertaining to the C-1 and C-2 Zoning
Text Amendments

DATE:

February 20, 2019 City Council Meeting

The enclosed Exhibit “A” has been updated to insert a list of existing permitted and conditional uses that had been
erroneously omitted from the original document for Council review. The proposed zoning text amendment
recommends the removal of said uses in the final adopted version of text amendments to the C-1 and C-2 zoning
district regulations.
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Sec. 23-909. – C-1 and C-2 Commercial districts.
1) Purpose:
•

C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District: The neighborhood commercial district provides a location for limited retail
and service uses to satisfy the common and frequent needs of the residents of nearby residential neighborhoods.
It is the intent of this district to encourage such uses to be a part of neighborhood convenience (a continuous
architectural unit e.g. main street or town center) on a street of appropriate classification proximate to the
neighborhoods to be served. Neighborhood commercial districts in excess of ten (10) contiguous acres are not
encouraged. Residential habitation, wholesaling, and warehousing are not permitted within the C-1 district.
Development is restricted to lands with public water and sewer available.

•

C-2 General Business District: The general commercial district is established in order to provide suitable areas for
the various types of community and regional oriented commercial activities including retail uses, highway business
uses, and office uses. General commercial districts are intended to be located along arterial or major collector
streets and at such locations as are appropriate for community and regional commercial areas as opposed to
locations that serve primarily local neighborhoods. Residential habitation, wholesaling, and warehousing are not
permitted within the C-2 district. Development is restricted to lands with public water and sewer available.

2) Table of Uses:

Table of Uses
Permitted Uses and Structures
P = Permitted “by right” Principal Uses and Structures
CUP = Conditional Use Permit
Accessory uses: Customary accessory uses except as furthermore regulated herein.

C-1

C-2

Antique (merchandise over 100 years old), vintage (merchandise over 50 years old) and
collectible merchandise stores without consignment, provided no outdoor storage or display.

X

CUP

P

P

Art and school supply stores without instruction.

P

P

Auction gallery, but excluding automotive and truck auction.

X

CUP

Bakeries, whose entire products are sold at retail on the premises but excluding drive-in or drivethrough services.

P

P

Barber shops, beauty parlorssalons, nail salons, tanning salons and with similar personal service
establishments including nail salons as an accessory use provided the principal and accessory
use(s) are licensed by the Georgia Board of Cosmetology but excluding body craft studios and
massage establishments.

P

P

Beauty supply store without beauty or barber college.

P

P

Bicycle store (non-motorized), with or without repair but excluding outside storage and display.

P

P

Books, periodicals, compact discs, videos, DVDs, and records, including new and/or used sales
or rentals; stationary sales; and card shops sales; but not sexually oriented businesses.

P

P

Building material yards provided that all outside storage areas are contained within a screened
area. Screening shall be obtained by the use of landscaping, fencing, or any reasonable
combination thereof deemed appropriate by the City Planner or his designee.

X

P

Brewpub, subject to Section 23-911 Performance Standards pertaining to noise, vibration, smoke,
dust or other particular matter, toxic or noxious waste materials, odors, and glare. Manufacturing
and storage operations shall be contained solely indoors with no outdoor storage permitted, with

X

P

X = Uses prohibited. Furthermore, any use not specifically permitted or uses not permitted upon
approval of a conditional use shall be prohibited.
Commercial/Retail
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the exception that each establishment shall be permitted to have one (1) storage silo placed
outside in a location visible to the public, which shall include signage of the company name and
logo displayed prominently on the silo (in compliance with the sign ordinance). Each outdoor silo
shall be limited to a maximum size of nine (9) feet in diameter by 35 feet tall.
Camera stores without lab processing.

P

P

Candy, nut, and confectionary stores including on-premises production.

P

P

Cellular telephone stores selling new merchandise.

P

P

Children and infant product stores selling new merchandise only.

P

P

Catering services without banquet hall.

X

P

Clothing, apparel, and accessories stores selling new merchandise.

P

P

Clothing and costume rental agencies.

XP

P

Coin-operated convenience food and drink (nonalcoholic) vending machines (e.g., soft drink,
snack, and coffee) when contained within a roofed structure with walled enclosure on a minimum
of three (3) sides. Said structure shall be architecturally compatible with the principal structure.

CUP

X

Commercial artist studios (except body craft studios).

P

P

Computer sales of new merchandise.

P

P

Computer sales and data processing services.

P

P

Consignment furniture or clothing store but excluding outdoor display or storage; 2,000 gross
square feet or less.

X

Consignment furniture or clothing store but excluding outdoor display or storage, greater than
2,000 gross square feet.

X

CUP

Dairy products stores.

P

P

Drug stores/apothecary shops but excluding drive-in or drive-through services.

P

P

Drug store with drive-in or drive-through service provided the drive-in or drive-through is side or
rear oriented on the lot and furthermore provided appropriate stacking and pass lane(s) are
provided.

X

P

Florist and gift shops.

P

P

Floor covering stores but excluding outdoor storage or display.

X

P

CUP

CUP

Funeral homes without crematorium and without drive-through or drive-in service/viewing.
Hearses shall not be parked or stored visible from the public right-of-way. An all-weather portecochere shall be provided at the rear of the facility for the intake of the human remains; however,
a side or rear porte-cochere shall be provided for funeral services transport to final resting place.

X

CUP

Furniture and household appliance stores offering new merchandise for rent.

X

Furniture and household appliance stores offering new goods (without service or repair), but
excluding furniture or household appliance rental.

X

P

Furniture stores selling new merchandise (maximum two thousand (2,000) square feet of gross
floor area), but excluding furniture rental and outdoor display or storage.

P

P

Furriers and fur shops without manufacturing.

P

P

Garden supply store, but excluding outdoor storage or display and limited to two thousand (2,000)
square feet of gross floor area.

P

P

Food service (take-out only).

CUP
P

CUP
P
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General retail stores selling new merchandise excluding sales of drug paraphernalia and drug
related objects as defined by O.C.G.A. §§ 16-13-1 and 16-13-32.

X

CUP

Grocery, fruit, vegetable, and meat/seafood markets, including supermarkets, provided all
operations, storage and display are wholly contained within a building, but no killing, eviscerating,
skinning, plucking, or smoking of livestock, poultry, fish or other animals is permitted.

P

P

Hardware and appliance stores selling new merchandise retail but excluding outdoor storage and
display.

P

P

Hobby, toy, and games stores (maximum two thousand (2,000) square feet of gross floor area).

P

P

X

P

P

P

Ice cream shops (but excluding drive-in and drive-through services) provided indoor or outdoor
seating (or some combination thereof) is provided.

P

P

Ice cream shops (including drive-in and drive-through) services provided indoor or outdoor seating
(or some combination thereof) is provided.

X

P

Ice machine (but excluding coin-operated machine) when contained within a roofed structure with
walled enclosure on a minimum of three (3) sides. Said structure shall be architecturally
compatible with the principal structure.

CUP

X

Jewelry stores selling new merchandise at retail and jewelry repair but excluding pawnbrokers
and precious metal dealers.

P

P

Drapery, curtain, and upholstery stores (retail only) but excluding on-site manufacturing or
installation.

X

P

Department stores selling new merchandise.

X

P

Discount store selling new merchandise.

X

CUP

Drycleaners (excluding drive-in or drive-through services).

P

P

Dry cleaners with drive-in or drive-through services provided appropriate stacking and pass
lane(s) are provided.

X

P

Hot tubs sales, service and repair provided all business operations are conducted wholly within
an enclosed facility. No outdoor storage or display.

X

CUP

CUP

X

X

P

Hookah/Vapor and Cigar lounges, subject to the following restrictions:
• Shall provide a minimum 2,000 gross square feet of floor area.
• Shall provide indoor seating only.
• Hours of operation limited to:
o Monday through Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m.
o Sundays: 11:30am to 2:00 a.m.
• Shall not be located within 1,000 feet measured in a straight line from another hookah/vapor
or cigar establishment, and/or nearest property line of any church, school, public park, public
library, single-family, two-family, and/or townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as measured
in a straight line.
• Clear storefront glass windows shall be required along a minimum of 50% of the horizontal
length of the exterior front building façade to allow visibility into and out of the establishment.
Said windows shall have a minimum vertical height of six (6) feet beginning at a height of no
greater than 36 inches above the adjacent outside floor level.
Household appliance stores selling new merchandise at retail but excluding outdoor display or
storage.

Laundromats.
Laundry and dry cleaning plants without outside operations.

P
Laundry and dry cleaning, collection stations or plants; laundry and laundromat establishments
where equipment is operated by customers; no outside operations and limited to no more than
5,000 gross square feet. Petroleum and/or any other chemical solvents shall not have an

(collection
station or
plant
prohibited)

P
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ignitable flashpoint of less than 140 degrees Fahrenheit. The use of Perchloroethylene (Perc)
solvent shall be prohibited.
Limited manufacturing activities: book binding, photocopying and reproduction services,
photoengraving, printed matter, printing and publishing (maximum size three thousand (3,000)
square feet). Shall be limited to 4,000 gross square feet.

X

P

Liquor stores (retail) (subject to restrictions of the Code). The maximum gross floor area of a
structure shall be limited to ten thousand (10,000) square feet.

X

CUP

Luggage (new) retail sales store.

P

P

Mail order houses.

X

P

Mailing, reproduction, and commercial art services but excluding mailing services to locations
outside the continental United States of America.

X

P

Miscellaneous home furnishing stores including bedding and linen stores, cookware stores,
cutlery stores, glassware and china shops, lamp and shade shops, paint and wallpaper stores
selling new merchandise.

P

P

Music and musical instrument stores selling new merchandise but excluding the giving of music
lessons and recording studios.

P

P

Nail salons without barber or beauty shops with employees licensed by the Georgia State Board
of Cosmetology.

X

CUP

Office supply and related businesses but excluding the sale of used office equipment and
furniture.

P

P

Party supply stores (excluding liquor and package stores).

P

P

Pawnbrokers and pawn shops, including title pawn (subject to restrictions of the Code).

X

CUP

Pet stores subject to restrictions of Code and without outdoor storage. within enclosed
soundproof buildings when located within 300 feet, measured in a straight line, from residential
uses. Outdoor storage prohibited.

X

CUP

P

P

Pet daycare facilities within enclosed soundproof buildings when located within 300 feet,
measured in a straight line, from residential uses. Outdoor storage prohibited.

P

P

Photographers (including the sale of supplies and equipment).

P

P

Photocopying and reproduction services but excluding blue printing establishments.

X

P

Plumbing, electrical, and home building supply showrooms and sales centers provided there is
no outdoor storage or display associated with the use.

X

P

Precious metal dealers (subject to restrictions of the Code).

X

CUP

Propane cylinder exchange only (maximum twenty-pound tanks)—No on-site refill. Said facility
shall be located as an adjunct to an existing retail home building supply facility (subject to state
fire marshal restrictions) when situated within a side or rear yard but shall not be located visible
from public rights-of-way. The tank locations shall be within a secured, gated, roofed facility which
is continuously monitored with back-up by twenty-four-hour camera surveillance. Said facility
hours of operation shall be limited to the presence of an attendant who is also an employee of the
parent facility. The site shall not be utilized as a drop-off point for the recycling or collection of
propane gas or used propane tanks. No more than twenty (20) tanks shall be offered for exchange
or storage on-site.

X

CUP

Radio/compact disc and television sales of new merchandise and service (including the sale of
supplies and equipment).

P

P

Restaurants, cafeterias, and delicatessens with or without outdoor seating, but excluding drive-in
or drive-through service and billiard or pool halls with three (3) or more billiard tables.

P

P
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Restaurants, cafeterias, and delicatessens, and ice cream shops including drive-in and drivethrough restaurants, with or without outdoor seating, provided stacking lane(s) and pass lane(s)
are provided. Drive-in and drive-through facilities shall be oriented to the side or rear of the lot.

XP

P

P
Retail establishments selling new merchandise, excluding sales of drug paraphernalia and drug
related objects as defined by O.C.G.A. §§ 16-13-1 and 16-13-32.

Sales of boats and trailers, heavy equipment such as trucks, agricultural machinery or road
building and service equipment where such uses are located entirely within a wholly enclosed
structure but excluding outside storage or display.

(limited to
2,000
gross
square
feet)

X

P

CUP

P
Sales (new) and repair establishments for home appliances, bicycles and similar non-motorized
vehicles, shoes, clocks, jewelry, leather goods, electronics and similar household goods. No
outdoor sales and storage permitted.

(limited to
2,000
gross
square
feet)

P

Sewing and piece goods stores with or without sewing instruction.

P

P

Shoe shine stand.

X

CUP

Shoe stores and shoe repair shops but excluding outdoor shoeshine stands.

P

P

Sign company with incidental inside sign assembly of nonelectric signs which are less than four
(4) feet in height and thirty-two (32) square feet in area. The assembly area shall be no more than
twenty (20) percent of the gross floor area. No manufacturing of signage shall be permitted on the
premises. No outdoor display or storage shall be permitted. Parking of company vehicles shall
not be visible from the public rights-of-way.

X

CUP

Sporting goods stores with no outside storage or display but excluding the sale of marine craft
and guns.

P

P

Tailors, dressmaking, millinery, and clothing shops similar establishments

P

P

Tanning salon without massage services.

P

P

CUP

X

Toy store for children selling new merchandise.

P

P

Watch and clock sales of new merchandise and repair.

P

P

Warehousing

X

X

Wholesale

X

X

Education/Child Care

C-1

C-2

Day care center but excluding "family day care home" and "home" as defined by state law and
further providing care for age range child aged six (6) weeks up to and including eighteen (18)
months. At least one hundred (100) square feet of outdoor recreation area per child shall be
provided which is enclosed with a six-foot high fence. Any gate(s) shall be self-latching. No
adaptive reuse of existing single-family or multi-family dwellings shall be permitted.

CUP

X

Pre-schools and kindergartens but excluding day care facilities. Child care centers, kindergartens
and special schools.

P

P

Instruction of fine arts.

P

P

X

CUP

P

P

Newsstands and Tobacco shops store excluding sale of drug paraphernalia and drug related
objects as defined under O.C.G.A. §§ 16-13-1 and 16-13-32.

Special training and schooling services including art, writing, performing arts and music schools,
barber and beauty schools, business and commercial vocational-technical schools (except
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those having an external industrial character), GED instruction, dancing schools, exercise
studios, tutoring, and commercial driver’s license with indoor training only.
Writing and lecturing facilities.
Institutional

X

P

C-1

C-2

CUP

X

P

P

Automatic teller machine (walk up or drive-through) without associated retail banking facility
provided adequate stacking and pass lane(s) are provided.

X

CUP

Banks, credit unions and savings and loan associations, but excluding drive-in or drive-through
services.

P

P

Automatic teller machine (walk up only) without associated retail banking facilities.

Banks, credit unions and savings and loan associations, and similar financial institutions, including
drive-in or drive-through services, provided that any accessory canopy or teller's cage shall be
located within the rear yard and furthermore provided that an accessory automated teller shall be
located behind the front building setback or within a rear or side yard. Stacking lane(s) and pass
lane(s) shall be provided for all drive-in or drive-through service. Automatic teller machines and
night drops are permitted.

X
P

P

Churches and other places of worship but excluding the use of tents unless otherwise permitted
in a separate provision of this chapter.

CUP

CUP

Community assembly including civil, social fraternal, and philanthropic associations; private
(nonprofit) clubs, lodges and meetings halls.

CUP

X

Cultural and recreational services including art galleries, libraries, museums, parks, playgrounds,
and playfields.

CUP

X

Membership organizations including automobile clubs (office only), better business bureaus,
chamber of commerce, labor unions, political organizations, and professional associations.

X

CUP

Museums, galleries, auditoriums, libraries and similar cultural facilities.

P

P

Planetariums and aquariums.

X

CUP

CUP

X

Public parks

X

CUP

Social, fraternal, union, or civic buildings, professional or philanthropic associations; private
(nonprofit) clubs, and lodges.

X

Teen or adolescent club with food sales but excluding alcohol sales and billiards or pool halls.

X

CUP

C-1

C-2

Acupressure.

X

CUP

Acupuncture provided that state licensing requirements are complied with.

X

P

Associations for physically or mentally handicapped persons and nonprofits.

X

CUP

Chiropractic offices.

P

P

Colonics and colon therapy without massage services.

X

CUP

Commercial human disease testing laboratories.

X

CUP

Dentist offices and dental clinics.

P

P

Intermediate medical care facility (out-patient services only).

X

CUP

Public and government buildings including City, county, state and federal offices; court buildings;
fire department facilities; police department facilities; and post offices.

Medical/Health

P

P
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Offices, clinics (out-patient) and laboratories, but not blood and/or blood plasma donor centers,
except veterinary clinics and substance abuse and treatment facilities.

P

P

Health and fitness clubs without massage or spa.

P

P

Massage and spa establishment.

X

CUP

Massage therapy as defined by state law with all parties holding a valid massage therapy license
issued by the Georgia Board of Massage Therapy.

X

CUP

Optometrists with or without eyeglass lab.

P

P

Physician's offices and clinics (outpatient services) but excluding colonics and colon therapy.
Physicians, nurse practitioners, and nursing staff shall be licensed by the State of Georgia.

P

P

Podiatrists office with or without foot reflexology when operated under one (1) occupational tax
license.

X

CUP

Veterinary clinics for small household animals, provided that such clinics and any treatment
rooms, cages, pens, or kennels be maintained within a completely enclosed, air-conditioned,
heated, sound insulated building and that such clinic be operated in such a way as to produce no
objectionable or noxious odors or noises outside its walls and the provision be made to dispose
of all refuse and garbage in a sanitary manner.

X

P

C-1

C-2

Accounting, auditing, and bookkeeping services.

P

P

Advertising agencies and services.

P

P

Attorneys and law offices.

P

P

P

P

Office

Business and professional office uses (including the sale of goods at retail) but excluding
uses as further regulated by Code. Furthermore, except The following uses are specifically
excluded prohibited:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ambulance service;
bail bond and appearance bond operations;
barter, swap, and trading offices;
body craft studio;
cash advance; check cashing establishments;
contractor's offices;
exterminating and pest control offices;
firearms dealers office;
lawn care offices;
moving and storage companies;
taxi service and dispatch agencies;
trucking and transport firms;
wrecker service;
blood and/or plasma donor centers;
body craft studios;
day labor or labor pool agencies;
delivery services;
driving schools;
escort services;
fortunetellers; handwriting analysts; hypnotists;
massage establishments;
modeling agencies;
palmistry;
pawnshops, including title pawn, and pawnbrokers; and
automotive and truck rental; and automotive dealer's office
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•

No vehicle Vehicles whose gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) of over ten thousand (10,000)
pounds, including commercial tractor-trailers, dump trucks, wreckers, or earth moving
equipment shall not be parked, stored, or dispatched in connection with a business or
professional office use conducted on the premises.
• No vehicle Vehicles for hire shall not be parked, stored, or dispatched from the site.
• Fleet vehicles parked on-site, except no more than two (2) automobiles allowed.
• Outdoor storage of merchandise, and equipment, vehicles.
• The adaptive re-use of single-family or multi-family dwellings shall be prohibited.
Commercial cleaning services (office only) but excluding dispatch of on-site operators.

X

P

Commercial re-location services with offices catering to the location and leasing of dwellings (no
moving or storage operations).

X

CUP

Concierge services (maximum of two (2) business vehicles on-site).

X

P

Consulting scientist's offices.

X

P

Credit reporting, adjustment, and collection agencies but excluding the collection, storage or sale
on-site of motorized vehicles.

X

P

Customer service centers (but excluding call centers).

X
P

P

Detective agencies.

X

P

Employment, personnel, and temporary help service (excluding day labor or labor pool).

X

P

Engineering, drafting, and architectural services (no greater than two thousand (2,000) square
feet of gross floor area).

X

P

Holding and investment organizations.

X

P

Home security alarm (without monitoring) sales office.

X

P

Insurance carriers, agents, brokers, and service.

P

P

Interior decorator and consulting services.

P

P

Internet based businesses but excluding on-site shipping services.

X

P

Maid, nanny, and household help agency (excluding day labor).

X

P

Management, consulting, and public relations services.

X

P

Money management and investment offices.

X

P

News syndicates.

X

P

Notary service.

X

P

Public relations firms.

X

P

Real estate brokers, managers, appraisers, and real estate title.

X

P

Rediscount and financing institutions for credit agencies other than banks.

X

P

Recording and TV production services.

X

CUP

Securities commodities, brokers, dealers, and exchanges.

X

P

Sign company office with no sign assembly or manufacture. No outdoor display or storage shall
be permitted. Parking of company vehicles shall not be visible from the public right-of-way.

X

P

Songwriters and music arrangers.

X

P

Tax preparation and filing services.

X

P

Travel agencies.

X

P

Urban planning services.

X

P
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Utility payment offices.

P

P

C-1

C-2

Amphitheater and theaters (except drive-in); outdoor.

X

CUP

Billiards or pool halls (maximum three (3) pool tables) subject to restrictions of Code.

X

CUP

Bowling alleys including the sale of alcohol (subject to restrictions of Code).

X

CUP

Botanical gardens.

P

P

Coin-operated amusement arcade with no more than two (2) billiard pools tables and as subject
to restrictions of Code.

X

CUP

Comedy club including alcohol sales (subject to restrictions of Code).

X

Commercial indoor recreation facility including alcohol sales (subject to restrictions of Code).

X

CUP

Commercial indoor swimming pool facilities for patrons.

X

CUP

Commercial recreation establishments, including bowling alleys, billiard parlors, amusement
arcades, indoor theaters, indoor skating rinks, miniature golf, paintball/laser tag, convention
halls, places of assembly, and similar uses, with activities conducted within fully enclosed
buildings. Limited to 3,000 gross square feet or less.

X

P

Commercial recreation establishments, including bowling alleys, billiard parlors, amusement
arcades, indoor theaters, indoor skating rinks, miniature golf, paintball/laser tag, convention
halls, places of assembly, and similar uses, with activities conducted within fully enclosed
buildings. Greater than 3,000 gross square feet.

X

CUP

Dance halls but excluding alcohol sales or consumption.

X

CUP

Exhibition halls and auditoriums.

X

CUP

CUP

X

Miniature golf facility (indoor or outdoor).

X

CUP

Nightclubs, with or without alcohol sales (subject to other restrictions on alcohol sales) provided
the use is setback one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet from the nearest residentially zoned
use. The setback distance shall be measured from the nearest corner of the building, fenced in
area or facility allowing patrons to be present to the property line of the nearest residentially zoned
parcel.

X

CUP

Paintball facility (indoor only).

X

CUP

Parks, playgrounds, soccer, baseball, football or other athletic fields, golf courses,
gymnasiums, sports arena, and community centers.

X

CUP

Recreational centers and gymnasiums but excluding stadiums.

X

CUP

Sexually oriented businesses.

X

X

Skating rinks (outdoor/indoor).

X

CUP

Skating rinks (outdoor) of less than 60-day duration and located more than 400 feet measured in
a straight line from single-family, two-family, and townhouse residential uses. Hours shall be
restricted as follows:
• Sunday through Thursday: 10am to 10pm
• Friday and Saturday: 10am to midnight

X

P

Theaters (indoor only) but excluding alcohol sales and sexually oriented businesses.

P

P

Theaters (outdoor) except drive-ins.

X

CUP

Recreation/Entertainment

Indoor amusement and recreational business including theaters, but excluding drive-in theaters,
billiards and pool halls, paintball facilities and waterparks.

CUP
P
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Theatrical producers, bands, orchestras, and entertainers.
Residential Dwellings/Lodgings
Hotels (but excluding motels and extended stay facilities) provided all guest rooms are accessed
by interior hallways which are heated and air-conditioned and controlled as a secured access
facility. Guest rooms shall have no direct access to the outside. Guest rooms shall be a minimum
of three hundred (300) square feet and shall be accessed by a magnetic keycard entry-locking
device. Guest rooms are rented for a minimum duration of eight (8) hours but not on a weekly or
monthly basis. No occupational tax/business license shall be issued for any business operating
from any guest room of the facility. The lobby shall be a minimum of seven hundred (700) heated
square feet in size and shall provide management on duty twenty-four (24) hours per day. For
buildings three (3) stories or less or containing no more than one hundred thirty (130) rooms, each
building shall have a minimum roof pitch of four (4) in twelve (12). A restaurant operated by the
hotel would be a customary accessory use. Semi-tractor trailer truck parking shall not be provided
on-site. The hotel site shall be a minimum of two (2) acres exclusive of wetlands and floodplain
and meet all other district dimensional requirements.

X
C-1

P
C-2

X

CUP

Transportation/Parking

C-1

C-2

Automobile parking lot with attendant provided the entire perimeter of the site (except approved
ingress/egress) shall contain a five-foot landscape strip containing a combination of trees, shrubs,
perennial flowers, and groundcover. All parking shall be on graded and paved surfaces.

CUP

X

X

P

P

P

Automatic car wash provided all detail operations are conducted indoors. No outdoor storage or
display shall be permitted. No overnight storage of vehicles shall be permitted. Portable or
temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be prohibited. Any building (including canopies and
supports) shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding fenestration) and shall
have a pitched-style roof. Nighttime illumination shall be required. An attendant, who is an
employee of the facility, shall be present at all times when the facility is in operation and open to
the public.

X

CUP

Automotive fuel stations with or without convenience stores: existing facilities located within 1,500
feet of another fuel station and/or within 1,000 feet of any single-family, two-family, and/or
townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as measured in a straight line, may be redeveloped by
more than 60 percent of the replacement cost at time of destruction, notwithstanding Sections 23502 and 23-503 (Non-conforming Uses), and provided the fuel station use is not enlarged.

CUP

CUP

Automotive and passenger truck/sport utility vehicle cleaning and detail (no outside operations)
but excluding exterior vehicle washing. No wet sanding shall be permitted.

X

CUP

Automotive parts (retail only) but without on-premises installation.
Automotive fuel stations and with or without convenience stores, with attendant provided the
following:
(1) All pumps and canopy structures are placed not less than twenty-five (25) feet from the
nearest right-of-way line.
(2) All underground tanks are located outside the right-of-way.
(3) Any accessory uses are located behind the front building setback line.
(4) All structures shall be faced with brick and/or stone (excluding fenestrations and canopies).
(5) No coin operated car wash. Automated car washes shall be placed to the rear of the principal
building and limited to one washing station for one vehicle.
(6) No automotive detail, service or repair.
(7) No outdoor storage or display of merchandise or vehicles shall be permitted.
(8) Shall not be located within 1,500 feet from another fuel station and/or within 1,000 feet of any
single-family, two-family, and/or townhouse/rowhouse residential uses, as measured in a
straight line.
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Automobile repair facility with or without body shop (excluding automotive sales and automotive
rental where all work is done within a wholly enclosed facility).

CUP

X

Automobile Sales: manufacturer-authorized car franchise dealership with customary sales and
service of primarily new automobiles as well as pre-owned automobiles as a secondary accessory
use; having a minimum lot size of two (2) acres; and located within one thousand three hundred
(1,300) on existing parcels consolidated on parcels prior to January 22, 2019 within four hundred
(400) feet of the right-of-way of Peachtree Industrial Boulevard and within the area formed by the
Interstate I-285 loop highway, said area also known as being inside of the I-285 Perimeter
highway.

X

P

Body shop with or without automobile repair facility (excluding automotive sales and automotive
rental where all work is done within a wholly enclosed facility).

CUP

X

Bus or rail terminals/stations

X

CUP

Car stereo, audio and video: sales, repair, and installation provided any service bays shall be side
or rear oriented and shall not be visible from the public rights-of-way. No outdoor storage or
display shall be permitted. No overnight storage of vehicles. Portable or temporary structures
(e.g., tents) shall be prohibited. Any structure shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all
elevations (excluding fenestration) and shall have a pitched-style roof.

X

CUP

Coin-operated carwash but excluding outdoor storage or display. No overnight storage of vehicles
shall be permitted. Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be prohibited. Any building
(including canopies and supports) shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations
(excluding fenestration) and shall have a pitched-style roof. Nighttime illumination shall be
required. An attendant, who is an employee of the facility, shall be present at all times when the
facility is in operation and open to the public.

X

CUP

Commercial parking garages, subject to design guidelines, provided ground floor retail space is
included.

P

P

Drive-in or drive-through services which have not been otherwise permitted under this chapter but
excluding liquor and package stores and any other use not permitted by right in C-1 and C-2
zones. Adequate stacking and pass lanes shall be provided.

X

CUP

Emission testing facilities provided all operations shall be conducted entirely within an enclosed
building and any service bays are oriented to the rear of the building but not visible from public
rights-of-way and adequate stacking lanes and pass lanes as applicable. The structure shall
include a designated indoor public waiting area (minimum eight (8) fixed seats) with a public
restroom. No overnight storage of vehicles. Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be
prohibited. Any building shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding
fenestration) and shall have a pitched-style roof.

X

CUP

Motor vehicle window tinting and accessories sales and installation provided all operations are
conducted indoors and without outdoor storage and furthermore provided any service installation
bay doors shall not face public rights-of-way. No outdoor display shall be permitted. No overnight
storage of vehicles. No other automobile service or repair shall be permitted. No on-site painting,
wet sanding, or welding. Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be prohibited. Any
building shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding fenestration) and shall
have a pitched-style roof.

X

CUP

Oil and filter change facility provided no other automotive repair, service, or diagnostic is provided
and provided all business operations are conducted within a fully enclosed facility, and no
overnight storage of vehicles. Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be prohibited.
Any building shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding fenestration) and
shall have a pitched-style roof.

X

CUP

Rideshare facility.

X

CUP

Special automotive and passenger truck rim store, but excluding hubcaps, with inside only
installation, provided all service bays shall not face a public right-of-way and there is no outdoor
storage or display. No overnight storage of vehicles. Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents)

X

CUP
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shall be prohibited. Any building shall be faced with brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding
fenestration) and shall have a pitched-style roof.
Tire/brake/battery/muffler stores with diagnostic service, and installation provided all operations
are conducted indoors and without outside storage. Any service bays shall not face a public rightof-way. No overnight storage of vehicles. No other automobile service or repair shall be permitted.
Portable or temporary structures (e.g., tents) shall be prohibited. Any building shall be faced with
brick and/or stone on all elevations (excluding fenestration) and shall have a pitched-style roof.

X

CUP

Tire stores selling new merchandise without service or installation.

X

P

Transit terminals for human transport.

X

CUP
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3) Development Controls:

Development Controls
C-1

Drive-in and drive-through
facilities

Prohibited

C-2
•

Site Layout: Shall not be located
between the principal structure and the
street.

•

Stacking: Queuing lanes shall provide a
minimum of three (3) spaces before
service position; one (1) space after
service position.

•

Banks and similar financial institutions:
shall be limited to no more than two (2)
queuing lanes and one (1) passing lane

•

Restaurants: shall be limited to no more
than two (2) queuing lanes and one (1)
passing lane.

•

All other uses: shall be limited to one (1)
queuing lane and one (1) passing lane

Minimum Lot Area:

20,000 square feet exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain.

30,000 square feet exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain but excluding hotel site which shall be
a minimum of 2 acres exclusive of wetlands and
floodplain.

Minimum Lot Width:

30 feet.

30 feet.

Minimum Public Road
Frontage:

30 feet.

30 feet.

Maximum Front Yard
Building Setback:

25 feet but no less than 5 feet from the right-of- 25 feet but no less than 5 feet from the right-ofway.
way.

10 feet, but buffer requirements where
Minimum Rear Yard Building None, but buffer requirements where applicable
applicable per Code plus five-foot structure
per Code plus five-foot structure setback.
Setback:
setback from required buffer.
3 feet, but buffer requirements where applicable
Minimum Side Yard Building None, but buffer requirements where applicable
per Code plus five-foot structure setback from
per Code plus five-foot structure setback.
Setback:
required buffer.
Maximum Building Height:

3 stories or 35 feet, whichever is greater and
10 stories, subject to FAA approval if within
subject to FAA approval if within approach zone. approach zone.

Maximum Impervious Lot
Coverage:

85 percent.

85 percent.

Sec. 23-910. - Reserved.
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